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SQCIAL CAPITAL AND THE NORIVIATIVE ORDER OF LIFE EVENTS
AM~NG AT-RISK FEMALE YOUT H

Barbara W. Sugland, Connie Slumenthal, and Kristin A Mooze
Child Trends, Inc .

Abstract

This paper e~cplores the moderating effects of family-based social capital on the normative order of life

events among at-r~sk female youth . Data from the National Longitudinal Su~rvey of Young Women are used to

examuie the transition to : 1) high schaol completion, 2} consistent labar force garticipation, 3} first birth, and

4) #`irstmaznage. Fernale adolescents 14 to ~6 years of age in 196$ constitute the study sample . Yonng women

are abserved for a period of 20 years (1968 to 1988} .

~'indings indicate strong racial disparities in the domir ►ant order of life events for young women ,

Specifically, whites are significantlyrnare likely than blacks to complete high school before any other life event .

Black women are si~ificantly more likely than white ~vomen to experience a fixst birth prior to a transition to

work, school completion, or marriage ; and enter the Iabor farce last in the sequence of observed ~ife events . Risk

status influences the likelihood of a particular first event, but has limited impact on subsequent transitions . This

patterns is observed for white and black women . E~osure to family-based social capital increases the li~celihood

of high school completaion an.d stable employment befare marriage and childbearing, particularly among at-risk

black women. Socia.l capital also significantly contributes to e~~cntual high school campletion among young

school-age mothers .

The need to eYamine cultural differences in the dominant arder of life events, and the need for furth~r

e~ploralion of positive supports disadvantaged famili~s provide far their children is discassed .



SOCIAL CAPITAL AND THE NORMATNE ORDER OF LIFE EVENTS
AMONG AT-RISK FEMALE YQUTH

INTRQDUCTiUN

All individua~s e~erience role transitions into non-farnily and family careers, such as entry inEo schoo l

and enlry into the iabor farce, or entry into mamage and entry into parenthood . Movement into anc~ out of such

life roles are at the core of how society fiinctions, and have been the focus of sociolagical research for several

decades (Loamis and Hamilton, 1936 ; ~lder, 1975 ; Hogan, 1978 ; Rindfitss, Swicegood, and Rosenfeld, 1987) .

In particular, studies have examined the normative order of life events aeross the life course of young men

{Hogan, 197$), and the relative unpact of an orderly sequence of events on specific life transitions, including

fertiii~ty (Rindfuss, Bum.pass, and St . John, 198~), employment (Featherman and Carter, 1976 ; I~ogan, 1978 ;

Rindfuss, Swicegood, and Rosenteld, I987), and socioeconomic stabiIity (Marini . Shin and Ii.ayrnond, 1989) .

There has been discussion among researchers of the life course, however, as to whether fhe sequenee of

life transitions are narmative in the tr~aest sense (Marini, 1984) . Studies indicate ~Tariability in life trajectories

of ~ oung adults (Rindfuss, Swicegood, and Rasenfeld, 1987}, and significant differences in the dominatrt pattern

of farnily and non-family events across race/etluiicity subgroups (Moore and Snyder, 1993} .

Despite this evidence, relatively ~'ew studies explore the determi~ ►ants oF a particular sequence of lif~

~vents am~ong young adults, or whether such factors demonstr~te consistea~.t effecis across different populatzon

subgroups . Subgroup differences in the sequencing of life events may reflect differances in cult~al narms about

roles that women and men occupy, or the range of sequences that are deemed to be perrnissible among different

groups of people .

In this paper we eYplore : 1) the transition to adulthood among a cohort of young women by exarnining

the order of activities in non-famil~ -- school and work-- and family careers -- bi~th a~d marriage, and ; 2) the

extent to ~~chich a particulaz sequence of evenfis is affected by the level . of socioeconomic disadvantage and family-



based sacial capita.l. We examine race differences in tlie pattern nf life events in non-family and family domains ,

and explore whether social capital provides differential effects on the pathways to adult life for white and blac k

women .

Our study addresses the follocving research c~uestions :

What is the dominant order af life events across £amily and non-family careers among tltis cohort of
yaung women?

Are there race ar socioeconomic differences in the sequence of farnily and non-family events ?

~Vhat is the ~npact of social capital on the life trajectories af at-risk young women? That is, does social
capital alter the temporal order of life events, or influence subsequent transitions wiithin family and non-
family tife trajectories among disadvantaged young v~~amen?

BACKGROi 1ND

~ur study is guided by two theoretical arientations . The first is the Life Course perspective (Elder ,

1975, 1953), vvhich focusses on the history of adul~ roles and the reFative timing of various Iife evenfs across the

adult life span . The second theoretical snpposition is Sacial Capital (Colernan, 1988, 1990) which addresse s

investments in the deve~opment of children and youth .

Life Cour.se Per.spective

Virtually a~l individuals in contempoxary soc iety undergo important life and role transitions, suc~ . as

gettuag married or divorced, starting a famiiy, starting a new job, or moving into retarement in the later years o f

~ife. The transformation into adult status anc3 the history of events over the duration of adult life constitutes the

life course . (See Hogan and Astone , 198b for a review of the I,ife Course l i terature) .

Life course research is founded on two primary assumptions . The first assurnption is that transitiona l

events are "age graded" . That is, there is an appropriate time ar age when certain adult behaviors should occur

for the fzrst turie . Generally, there is broad social agreement as to the best time, or age range, for those events,

(as well as what those events are), and adutts regulate that transitzon by instituting both social and Iegal sanctions

to discourage behaviars at inappropriate times. For instance, being able to vote and drive a car symbolize, fo r
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adults and youth alike, a rite ofpassage into adulthood. Both are lega~ly and socially accepted at a specific age --

18, the legal voting age, and lb tt~e legal driving age. Indi~duals who vioiate the age-graded norms, particularly

driving, face legal and social ramif~cations for their actions .

The second basic assumption of 1if~ coa.trse theory is that life trarlsitions ought to be made in an

appropriate or "norniative" arder (Elder, 1975 ; Modell, i 980 ; Neugarten et al, 1965) . For instance, high school

campletian shou~d occur before lahor force participation, or marriage should occur befare the birth of one's first

child. While there are no legal repercussions for an out-of-sequence set of transitions, the social fall-out in some

instances is quite high . The debate on adolescent childbearing is a prime example of society's discomfort with

a~on-notmative life transitions among youth . Whi1e sociery's concern for early childbearing is, in part, over the

fact that births occ~ar too early in the Iife course, the biggest concern is tha~ teen births, more aften than nat, oecur

bet'ore rnarriage, ar before coxnpleti~n of schoal and the attainrne~~t of economic independence . `~'hus, the society's

preoccupation with early childbearing is ~vith the non-noranativ~ness of a birth relative to other adult behaviars .

There is c3isagreement among researchers stud_ying the life course as to the magnitude of the impact o f

a non-noz~m.ative order of ~ife events . Some sttidies indicate, far eYample, that a birth prior to completing high

schoa~ decreases educational attainment and the likelihood of eeonomie stability even when soeioeeonornic

background and educational goals are eantrolled (Card and Wise, 1978 ; Moore and Waite, 1978 ; Moore, Myers,

Morrison, Brown, Nord and Edmonston, 1993) .

Others find variability in life attainments among young mothers (Furstenberg, Brooks-Cn~tui, an d

Morgan, 1987), and that posi-secondary education and consistent labor force participation is often achieved by

disadvantaged young women wha experience motherhood at an early age (Sugland, Blumenthal, and Hyatt, 1943) .

Further ecidence suggests that the association beiweez~ ttze timing and sequencing of particular ro1~ changes, (e.g.,

school completion befpre birth) is most critieal far future life outcomes (Marini, Shin and Raymand, 1989) .

Stiil others question w~ether the order of life events is truly normativa (Marini, 1984) . Indeed, studies

document variability in the order of life e~•ents . For instance, studies eYpl~ring the relationship of labor market



experience and status attainment show that sorrie individuals interrupt their schooling to enter the labor force,

while others pursue their eri~catYOn while continuing to work full-time (Marini et al ., 1989; Rindfuss, Swicegood,

and Rosenfeld, 1987) . F~rther studies show strong racial differences in patterns of xole transitions over the life

course . For example, black women demonstcate a greater propensiry for childbearing prior to school campletion

than white wonieii (Upchurch and McCatthy, 1990} ; first births among biack women are also more likely to occur

outside of mamage than first births among white women (Moore and Snyder, 1993) . Thus, young people choose

to 'vnvest different amounts of time in their education or training, and individuals enter adult roles at different ages

and e~erience life events in different arders .

Given the variability in the temporal order of life events, and the continued discussion as to the

substantive importance of a"normative" sequence of lrfe events, it would be helpful to learn more abaut the

factors that contribute to particular life trajectories, as well as factors that aet to minimize the negative effects

of an atypical sequence of life events when they do occur .

Unfortunately, we find ~-e~atively few studies of the life course that focus on the predictors of th e

nozmative arder af life transitions . Hogan (1978) fmds that family background (e .g., father's education, fa.mily

incocne) and ethnic ongin are of limited impottance far #he arder of events over the life course arnong young men .

However, social farces, such as nornis about schooling, employment, or parGicipation in the military, demonstrate

significant effects on the temporal ordering of life events for young men .

Astone and Upchurch (1991) also find that changes iti the social context for the roles women occupy ,

such as uacreases in educational opportunities for women, or the demand for female labor, contribute ta whether

wamen pursue educational or occupationai careers versus family careers . Yet this work does not ~amine the

particular sequance of family and non-family careers, ar what contextual factors cantribute to the order of life

events that young wornen e~cperience .

Work focussing on the impact of social capital, or ways in which families invest in theu children's human

capital, may shed some light on the various conteYtual and family-level processes that contribute to life outeome s
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among young adults .

Social Capital

The second theoretical supposition upon which our study is based is sociai oapital, a term defined b y

Caleman (1988, 1490) to highlight a type of investment in the developrnent of human capital2 of the next

generation. Human capital is produced by working with individuals either through training pragrarns, schools,

mentoring or some other method that imparks new capabilities to them . The trust, consensus, shared vaiues, and

commitment that arise from "worlang t .ith individuals" is the social capital investments essenLial far the creation

of human capital in the neYt generation of adults .

Two facets of Coleman's theory of social capital are particularly relevant for the current stttdy . The first

facet tias tcs do w•ith the nature of relationships ben~veen indiuiduals and between individuals and various

institutions, such as schools and churches, In fact, social capital characterizes the quantity and quality of

interactions and the bonds that develop amang fatnil_y and community znembers . Strong bonds require the

physical presence of parents, and/ar sustained contact with parents, their attention and involvement, This

constant vigil, so to speak, allows parents to provide a relatively ctosed, liighly manitored enviroxunent, where

norms can be transmitted, and rewards and sanctions used to shape behavior . Thus, embedded in tha social

capital model are the mschanisms for how parents, farnilies, communities, instill values and norms about adult

li#'e to young people, and how they prepare the next generauon for adult life .

A second iitYportant aspect of Coleman's model is that parental and communiry inveslments are not purel y

dependent upon sacioeconomic status or financial resaurces . Parents and cornmunities, regardless of available

financial or human ca~ital, still have discretion over haw resources may be used . ~n fact, Colernan argues that

unless parents use discretion over their financial and human capital resources to invest in their chilclren, the

sociaiization of children will suffer . Indeed, parental human and financiai eapital may be iurelevant tQ children' s

z Human capital , developed in the early 1 960s by econornists (Schultz, 1 9 6 1 ; Becker, ~ 9 64) is the acquired skills,
capab i litie s an d kn owle d ge o f an indiv id ual that increases productiv iiy ,



well-being if it is used exclusively far parental pursuits outside the hame .

Several studies not specifically designed to test the theory of social capital support tlte notion of

discretionary use of family resources . Teaclunan (1987) deternuned that the quality of the ho~ne envirorunent is

only wealcly related to socioeconomic indicators, and home environments do irnpact on child outcomes over and

above socioeconomic status . Thus, disadvantaged or "at-risk" families are capable of and do make sizeable

invesiments in their children's future despite lirnited resources . A reasonable next question may well be then to

what extent does social capital influence #he life trajectories of young women, particularly young women &oFn

disadvantaged backgrounds .

METHODS

Data for this analysis are taken from the Nationa] T~ongitudinal S~rvey of Young Women (NLSYW} .

The 1VLSYW is a nationallyre~resentative sample of approximately 5 , 000 young wornen 14 to 24 years of age,

inteirviewed between 196$ and I988 . The NLSYW contains fertility and marital histories , school and labor force

participation data, and a wide range af background and adolescenl characteristics . Across this 20 yeaz data

collection, tt~e overall attnit ion rate was roughly 32 percent (Center for Human Resource Research , 1942) .

The sample forthis study (n=1 ,Q82) is comprised of a subset o~all fernales fram the NL5YW cohort wh o

were 14 to 16 years of age at first interview (1968), and who had not com~leted high school, given birth, entered

the labar force, or gotten married prior to the first interview in 1968, and who had complete information for al~

four events of interest. Wamen in the sample are follo~ved from 1968, when they are 14 to 16 years old, to the

last interview in 1988, when they are 34 to 36 years oid .

Event history technic~ues (Allison, 1984) are used to identify the transition #o school completion,

childbearing, marriage, and labor force participation . Event transitions are documented far women ever making

the transition to each event by the end of the study period . Dates for when each event occur~red are then sorted,

t~iereby~ ailowing us ta deternune the temporal ordering of life events aznong our sample . High school completion

and consistent labor faree participation serve as measures to the transition to non-fami~y cazeers among ou r
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sample; transttions to birth and marriage are assessed to examine the transition to family careers given their

significant influence on the non-fainil.y life attainments of young wometi (Marini, 1978 ; Alexander and Ec~cland,

1974) . We focus on t~e first transition to each af these events, fully recagnizing that subsequent events (e .g .,

higher order birtl~s, subsequent marriages, movement in/out of the labnr force} are quite iikely . First transitions

are explored because the scientific and policy debates surraunding at-risk youth focus on the importance of first

transitions for subsequent life outcomes .

In addition, as the purpose of our work is to determine the dominant sequence of events, and to assess

flie impact of social capital on the temporal order of the evezrts of interes~ . r7ve examute the predominant temporal

order of events among women in our sample, rather than the degree to which women's life trajectories conform

to a predetez-mined temporal order . The ratianale far this approach is twofold. Fi~st, studies of the life course

suggest a high degree of variability in the temporal order of family and non-family events over the life course.

particulazlv for women . Second, the scientific discourse regarding the disorder in the life course suggests a need

to consider social norms as a determinant of the order of Iife events . We view our wark as adding to tha~E

discussion by documenting the ternporal order of events and exploring racial differen~es in the temporal order

of family anc~ non-fa~ni~y trajectories, and whether background and family characteristics influence the pathways

to adulthood among young women .

Conditional crosstabulations aze used to assess initiai and suhsequent life transitions among our study

saznp~e . Analyses are conducted separately far whites and blacks, as racial disparities have been demonstrated

bath in the presence of disadvantage and event transition probahilities .

MEASUR~S

Independent I~ariables

Our majox independent variable is the availability and amount o£ social capital at age 14 . Social capital

is a siunmary measure comprised of three individual items : 1) the amount of encouragement from mother an d
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teac~er for post-secondary education ; 3 2) parental educational goals for the female respondent; and 3) the

avail.ab i lity of three types of reading materials in the home (i . e . newspapers, magazutes, and a library card; see

Appendi~r far detailed description of each item and the swnmary measurs). Our social cagital measure is not a

comprehensive index reflecting family or cammunity life . Rather, it focuses on one dirnension of family-based

social capital directed primarily at investmen~s for educational attainment . For exarnple, we hypothesize that

encouragemen.t froxn one's mother for post-secandary education indicates whether the family eavirorunent is

support ive of higher learning ; a supportive mother would be more likely to persuade young wornen to move

ahead in school by encouraging her cl~ild' s present and future educational endeavors . Mothers that directly

encourage their children are also more apC to ha~e high goals or standards for their children , and to provide

resources far children that support education~ activities and involvement with the school community (Rurnberger,

1983) .

In addition to support from adults at home , encauragement from teachers is also impnrtant as it help s

to sustain parents' effarts. ~ike parents, teachers ~vho encourage educational pursuits aznong their students most

likel~- have high goals for their students and are more apt to assist youth in identifying additional resources

supportive af educational endeavors through access to reading materials ar information, participation in job or

college fairs, and access to other adults/professionals in the community (Farkas, Grobe ; Sheehan and Shuan,

1990) .

A second indepezzdent variable, risk status, is included to stratify women by sacioeconorr~ic disadvantage .

Our composite risk index is the sum of six individuai background characteristics, incluc}ing parental education,

number of siblings, family struc~izre, parental occupation, mothez's employment, and opportuniLy in the iocal

environrnent (see Appendix for a rletailetl description of the index} . We have chosen to use traditional inciicators

3Young women were also asked about encouragement from fa#hers for post-secondary education . However, this
question ~vas only asked ifthe respondent lived with the father at age 14 . Race diff'erences in the proportion oF wamen living
in single-parent families contributed to a high proportion of missing data for this variable limiting its use in our composite
measure of social capita~.



of socioeconomic stattis as measures of risk for two reasons . First, the social science literature typically uses

measures of economic and social disadvantage to operationalize risk (Dubow and Luster, 1990 ; Dryfoos, 1991) .

Although we acknowledge that a more ecological appraach to defuiing risk and disadvantage is neeaed, we use

these trac~itional measures to facilitate the comparisons of our findings with pnor research . Second, although

many of the individual risk iteins have been Iinked with adult iife events, relatively little work has been done on

develaping a composite risk measure or exploring the influence of multiple risk factors on life attaimnents . We

vi~w this study as an oppommiry to e~and our knowledge of the additive effect of individual measures of

socioeconomic disadvantage on yauth outcomes .

Dependent T~ariable s

Four event transitions are documented -- high school cornpletion, first birth, firs~ matriage, and consistent

labor force participation .

Hi~h Scl~oQ1~~~1~tiQn

High school completion is a measure nf minimal educational attainment in co~stemporary Arnerican

society . Fai~ure to complete t~igh school typieally precludes ~ost-secondary education ; and limits employment

opportunities and level o£income (Morgan, 1984). Our measure of high schaol cornpletion includes graduation

from reguIar schoo! and com~~etion of a GEI? prog~a~n.

Consiste~t Labor Force Partici a,~tio n

Transition to the work force is an important event marking the begiiuiing of stable employment, famil p

and personal income . Wornen who are able #o secure employment and do so consistentl~ over a period of time,

have a sociai and economic advantage Qver women with littie or no empioyment experience . ~n our study, women

are defined as being consistentl~ in the labor force if they are : employed at least 24 hours per week £or 2/3 of the

~~ear for nvo consecutive years . Our definition of consistent lab~r force participation is less stringent than, for

example . the definition of full-time emplvyment, (i .e., 52 weeks per year) . A rnore flexible measure of female

employment is needed to reflect the competing demands of marriage and childbeanng which may limit the natur e
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of women's involvement i n the labar force , and to take into consideration the relatively young age of aur sample ,

many of whom may not have achieved cons istent full-time ernployment by the end of the study period .

First Birth

Clti ldbearing influences and as influenced by e~ucation , emplayment and marriage , and is a necessary

cornponent for uriderstanding the life course of young women (Alexander and Eckland, 1974 ; Marini, 1978) .

Furthermore, childbeanng has received enarmous attention as a central carnponent of the debate on life

attainments among young women (Upchurch and McCarthy, 1940; Furstenberg, 1991 ; Hoffrnan, Foster, and

Furstenberg; 1993; Moore, Krysan, Rhoads and Brown, 1991 ; Moare, Myers, Mort~san, Nord, Brawn and

Edmonston, 1993; Geronimus, 1992 ; Geronimus and Korenman, 1993) .

Pirst Marriaee

:viarriage is alsa strongly eorrelated with familv formation and labor force participation . For some

women, marnage provides econoinic stability precluding the need for full-time employment . Others, despite the

additional income and support from a spouse, fmd it necessary to wark to help suppart the farnily . For some,

marriage is a proxy for sexual onset, for others it marks the bea nning of parenthood (Marini, 1978) .

RESULTS

Distribut~on ofFamily.and Community Characterrstics

We begin our analysis by exploring the background characteristics of our sample and identifyin g

important subgroup distinctions in famil_y and community charactenstics . Table l. presents the distnibutions of

family background and envixonment characteristics, risk, and social capital by race . '1'he findings in Table 1

demonstrate tt~at there are substantial racial differences in family and cornn~unity characteristics, and ~isk, yet few

racial disparities in the presence of social capital . Specificail_y, substanna~ly more black women are from
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Insert Table 1 About Her e

disadvantaged families relative to white tivocnen. For example, the mean family income af whites is $35,786,

roughly 2 1/4 times tl~e rnean family income of blacks in the sample ($15,908} . W}ute women generally come

frorn a two-parent, moderately sized fatnily . Roughly 30 percent of whites have at Ieast one pat'ent with some

college education ; and about 12 percent are in paverry . Black w~omen in our sample, on the other hand, tend to

come from large, single-parent families . Only ~ .5 percent have a parent with more than a high school education

and 62 percent are in poverly . A greater proportion of blacks tlian whites reside in a large city and live in an area

~vith an unemployrnent rate of 6 percent or mare .

When combinutg individual measures of risk, «~e note that 69 percent af blacks have three or more o f

the individual risk items, or can be defined as high-risk , compared to 21 percent of wltites who can be describe d

as high-risk . ~

Despite strong racial differences in econornic resources , racial differences in ttze level of family

invest~tienis are considerably smailer, suggesting that discretion in the use of ~irnited resources does e~cist. For

instance, ~6 percent of blaek women are from families where social capita] is high, compared vvith 64 percent of

white women. Furthem~ore, the racial disparities in the level of social capital appear to stem primarily from the

lack of available reading materials in the home . Less than one-quarter of blacks have access to all three reading

items, compared with 67 percent of whites ; the presence of social eapital as measared by the remainiiig two items

is fairly comparable across race .

}Racial disparities i n risk status may reflect sa m pline strategies used i n khe M,SYW rather thart #rue raee differences. Fo r
examp le, ~vh'sle the NLSYW contains an oversampl i ng af black wa m en, supplemental samp les of disa d vantae ed white women were
nat cond u cted. As a result, the sample of white wo m e n in t ne NLSYW is less h eterogenou s w i th respect to socioecanomic statu s.
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Temporal Qrder ofLrfe Events

Tzansition to Non-Faxxiily Career s

The next step in our analysis is to document the dominant order of life events among yowng women in

our sample. Tables 2 and 3 present the conditional probabilities far young women, by race, maldng tEie initial

irartsition to non-fainily and family cazeers respectively . V~Ie note several p atterns in the life trajectories of young

women. For example, in Table 2, we observe that the majority of women in this cohort, irrespective of race,

initially transition to non-family careers by completing high school first, althouglt whites (84 percent) are more

]ikely than blacks {53 percent) to do so . Conversely, few women in our sample make their initial entry into non-

family eareers via the labor force (roughly 3 percent) .

Distributions of second events among women making an ini~ial transition to non-family careers als o

indicate race differences . Among whites who complete school first, 41 percent continue on a non-family career

trajectary b_y entering the Iabor force ; ~7 percent, however, transition to marriage after higla school . Subsequent

transitions among black wornen indicate a transition to family careers via rnarriage (32 percent) and childbearing

(28 percent) after high schooi, although a higher proportion of blacks continue on the non-family Iife trajectory

by entering the labor force {39 percent) .

Insert Table 2 about here

Distributions of thizd and fouz events indicate that whites who marry after high school appear equally

as likely to continue on the family trajectory (e.g., 50 percent experience a first birth) as the non-fam ily trajectory

(e .g., 50 percent enter the labor force) . However, whites w~o go to work c~irectly after completing high school

typically transition to marriage (73 percent), and then a first birth (72 percent} .

Among black woznen, the pattern of events subsequent to schaol completian continue to be sornew~at

more evenly distributed across family and non-family careers, with the exception of #.hose black women who
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marry after high school. Blaek wornen who marry subsequent to high school completion are more likely to

e~geienee a hirth (64 percent} than black women who enter the labor force (28 percent) after completing school .

The majarity of these womeq however, transition to the labor fozce after the birth af their first child (90 percent) .

Transitian ~,,,o ~'amily Careers

Table 3 illustrates that young women also demonstrate an initial transition to family careers, althoug h

to a lesser extent than non-family carcexs . An initial transitian to family life occurs primarily through maznage

for whites, and through birth and marriage for blacks . In fac~, tluriy-two percent of black women progress

directly to a first birth before completing school or experiencing any other ev~nt ; the respective proportion of

whttes maicing an initial txansition to naotherhood is 2 .5 percent. Si;nilar, but modest proportions of white and

black women enter rnarriage as their first event (11 percent) .

Among whites who experienoed marriage as their first event, we observe that nearly two-third s

experience a fu'st birth atter mazriage, but slightly moze than one-fourth complete high schooL Among those who

give birth after marriage, abaut half (4$ percent) enter the labor force, while less than ane-fif~h (18 percent)

earnplete high school. Among those who complete school after inarriage, 63 pereent become rnoth'ers, and 32

petcent go into the labor force .

Among blacks zvho eYpe~rience a birth first, 48 percent go on to cornplete school, 35 percent get rnarried,

and a smaller percentage (14 percent) go into the Iabor farce . Among those who uutially marry, the majority (75

percent) transition to a first birth . Distributions of third and fourth events are similar across the remai~aiuig

events, also indicating a high deg~ree of variability in the life trajectaries of black wamen .

Insert Table 3 about here

In sum, two main fmdings emerge from Tables 2 and 3 . First we nate a strong propensity for an ini~ial

transition to school completion, generally followed by marriage (family trajectory) ar labor farce participation
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(non-family trajeetory) . The tecnporal pattem begins to vary, however, after the second 1'sfe transition . T~is

supports ather studies (Hogan, 1978) which suggest that iife events after high schaol, particularly far yotmg

women and across family and non-family domains, are quite fluid and lack the precision af a specific temporal

order .

5econd, we observe strong racial differences in the transi~ion to first and subsequent life events . Far

instance, life trajectories for whites are characterized generally by two temporal patterns : 1) an initial transit~on

to school completion followed by marriage, with an equal propensity for work and childbearing subsequent to

marniage (e .g., School-Marriage, Wark, Birth ; School, Marriage, Birrli, Work),and ; 2) school completion followed

by work, marriage, and childbearing. Marriage typically precedes a birt:h in the temporal arder of event

txansitions . Black women, however, demonstrate a lower probability of completing school first, and a greater

probability of rnotherhood prior to school, marriage or wark, than whites ; a birth priar ~o marriage is observed

priznarily among black wornen who ea~perience motherhood right after completing school. In addition, the

variabiiity in the temporal order of life events among blaeks occurs by the sacond event, irrespective of whether

the first event was school completion or a first birth, indicating a great deal of diversity in life trajectories for

black women at earlier stages in the life course .

Risk and the Daminant Order ofLife Events

~'able 4 presents the distributions of first and second transitions for blaek and wt~ite women by ris k

statt~c. We luni.t our ciiscussian to the first two conditional events because earlier analyses indicate that both white

and 61ack women progress through a variety of pathways after the second transition. To diseuss a11 of them

certainly gaes beyond the scope of this paper . Furthermore, because the potential for several different life

trajectories is great, the total number of ~nvomen maving through any ane trajectary is, in many instances, qttite

small . Tl~is fiuther limits our abili .ty far any meaningful pzesentation or inteipretation of these data .

In Table 4 we observe ti~at the dominant order of life trajectories remains virtually the same for whites

and blaclcs, regardless of risk status, altbough we note the negative impact of risk on the likelihood of high schoo l
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com{~letion Lo~v-risk white wornen demonstrate a greater likelihood for completing school (88 percent) than

white wc3men from mQre disadvantaged backgraunds (70 percent) . High risk whites are alsa more likely to marry

fust (20 perce~it) compared with their low-risk cos.uiterparts (9 percent) . Risk status has na significan# effect an

the like~ihoad af a particular secand event, however, among white women .

Socioeconomic disadvantage has a significant unpact on the f~rst event among black women as well .

High risk blacks are less likely to complete sc,hool first, and more likely to ex~erience a first birth than Iow-risk

blacks . Hotivever, t~e proportion of low-risk blacks to expenence a first birth (19 percent) is still substantially

higher [han the ~roportian of low-nsk tivhites who trans itioned to a birth first (1 . 4 percent) . We note that the

n~unber af low-risk b~acks in our sample is quite smali , and these percentages shou~d be interpreted with caution .

Hotvever , the fact that risk status has a modest impact on the racial distinctions in the dominan~ arder af life

events supports other studies that suggest group-specific ar group-normat ive patterns in fertility behaviar

(Furstenberg, M~ore, and Peterson , 1 987) . That is , the norms governing ~vhich events accur , when they occur,

and in ~vhat order, may be determined bv the cul~ural and soc ial mores of a particular group .

Insert Table 4 about here

Social Caprtal and the Dominant 4rder afLife Events

We move to the last ana.lytic question in this stuc~y . Specifieally, does social capital influence the

dominant life course trajectories among young «~omen, particulazly disatlvantaged wornen? This fmal stage af

the studv explores the life trajectories of women who esperienced the domin .ant first event transitions just

described. For wliites, this includes women who fust com~leted tugh school and who marriec~ first . For blacks,

this includes ~y~omen i~-ith higii sehooi completion or motherhood as their initial events . We note that whites who

completed high schaol first primaril~t~ are from lo~v-nsk families that are high in soeiai capital (60 percent) ;

twentt~-nvo percent oF low-risk whites from farni~ies low in social capital also complete~ lv .gh school first .
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Blacks, regardless of their first event, come £rom family sit~ataons with a hroad mix risk and social capitat . The

exception being blacks maldng the initial iransition to motherhood . Sixty-four percent of them are from high-i-isk

£amilies with low fami~y investments .

Given these initial descnptions of dominant first events by risk and fatnily investtnents, we explore th e

second transitions women experienced taking into account risk, social capital, and initial life events . Figure l

presents the percent distributions of the se~ond event by sacial capital for low-risk whites completing high schooi

first . Figures 2 illustrates #he sarne clistributzons for hi,~h-risk whites . Data in Figure 1 suggest that social capital

does not influence the Lype of second event low-risk white women e~erience given they fust fvushaci high school .

Regardless of the level of fainily investments, whites who completed high schoo~ first tend primarily to marry

after grac~uation, although roughly 40 percent have transitioned to the labor force as well . Very few low zisk

whites ~ho complete high school first go on to became mothers . Among those who do, however, the proportions

are greatest for women from families with limited social capital .

The impact of sacial capital on the distribution oF second events given high schoal completion i s

consistern amang high-risk white women as well . More than half of high risk whites, regardless of social capital,

marry next after completing high school . A fair number also entered the labor force, although the proportion

malang the transition to work was smallest far whites from law-social capital faittilies . Few high risk whites also

expenenced motherhood directly after completing school, but again f.he proportion was highest for low-social

capital, lkigh-risk whites (7 percent) .

Insert Figures 1& 2 about her e

S~econd Li fe Events Among YT'hites Who Married First

~T~'ltile social capital demonstrated relatively jittle unpact on the type of secand transitions for whites who

first eompleted high schaol, its impaet on seeona transitions #'or ~vl~ites ~vho married ~rst (particularly high-risk
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whites) is rather strong. The impact, howe~ar, is greatest for school completion subsequent to marriage. Both

Figuces 3 and 4 show that whites who married first are most likely to have a first birth after marriage, regardtess

of their family's nsk or social capital characteristics . High nsk white girls with low family investments were

overwhelmirigly mare liicely than all white wornen to make the transition to motherhood (91 perce~t) .

The next popular second event among whites who initially married is high schooi cornpletion . Social

ca~ital influences school completion among women with a first transition of marriage . In particular, women from

high-social capital faanilies appear most able to complete school after mazriage, particularly high-risk whites from

families with high invesrinents (54 percent) . In fact, the proportion of hi~h-risk, high social capital whites

completing school after marriage is aetually higher than the proportian of low-risk high social capital wlutes

completing sc~ool (40 percent) . Few white women entered the labor farce after marriage and for those who did,

rnost ~~ere of low-risk status and social capital had little impact on the Iikelihood of labor Eorce attachrnent .

Tn general, clear and cor~sistent patterns for second transitions ernerged for white wrnmen who experience d

#he tvva dominant first events -- l~igh school completivn and marriage : Whites who cornpleted high school first

transitioned directly to marriage ; whites who married ~rst, generally transitioned to motherhood, except for

whites fram high risk backgrounds also lugh in sacial capital, who were most likely to complete high schoal after

rnarriage . The moderating influence of social capital on secand event trarisitions was negligible among whi~es

who completed hi~h school first ; its impact among women who transitioned f~rst to mamage was particularly

strong far high-risk whites where it increasec~ the likelil~ood of high schoal completion after martiage.

Insert Figures 3 & 4

Seeond Life Events Among Blacks Wha First Completed High Schoo l

Figures ~ and 6 present the distributions of second eyents by social capital far low-risk and hig~i-risk

black women respectively who completed high school frsC . ~'l~e patterns observed are different from f .l~ase
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observed for whites in that social capital c~nsistently impacts on the likelihoad and the type of second event . The

one exception is for low-risk blacks from low-social capital families (Figure 5) where family investments have

no impact on the second event among biacks who first completed lugh school .

In Figure 5{low-nsk black women) we note that black women with high educational investments aze

most likely to make the transitian to wark after completing high school (45 percent) . In addition,low-risk bla~ks

from families high in educational investments were less likely than low-risk blacks with high social capital to

make a transitian to motherhood after completing high school . Social capital had no impact on transition

marriage after high school completion among low-risk black women .

The impact of sociai capital among high-risk black women {Figure 6) is quite clear and in many way s

consistent ~viththe distributions in Figure 5 . Arnong high social capital black women identified as high risk, the

majonry make the transition to the labor force afCer completing school (47 percent}, followed by marriage (29

percent) and motheshood (21 percent) . The do~ant order o~' second event transitians among low-social capital

blacks is the direct opposite -- motherhood is rnost likel_v to occur next after schoal completion (41 percent) an d

the transition to work least lilcely after school comp~etion (22 percent).

Insert Figures ~ & 5

Second ~ife Events Among Blacks N~ha Gave Birth Firs t

Social capital also influences the likelihood of second events after a first birtt~ among black women

(Figures 7 and 8) . In fact, the level of family investments had a notable impact on the transition to high school

completion after a first birth, regardless of risk status . More than 80 percent of blacks, low-risk and high-risk,

from lueh social capital families went an to graduate from }ugh schooi after a first birth, compared to blacks from

low-social capital families (3~ percent of high-risk and 24 percent of low-risk blacks respecrively) . Conversely ,

18



black women from low social capital backgrounds were most likely to transition to marriage after a first birth .

Slightly more than half of low-risk blacks from low social capital families married a€ter their ~irst biith ;

foriy-three percertt of high risk blacks from families with low educational investments did so .

In summary, educational investrnents showed a strong impact on second transitians a~nong blacks ,

particularly for thase whose first transition was birth. Black women who first e~.peri~nced a birth were

ovenvhelmingly more ~ikely to fuush high school if they came from families with high educational investments .

This pattem. emerged for low-risk and high-risk black women who f~rst gave birth . The effect of social. capital

an second event transitions was also clear among blacks who first completed high school ; social capital, in

pa~ticular, influenced the transition to work after school completion among black women .

In general, racial distinctions in the patterns of secand event transitions emerged, and social capital

dernonstrated sizeable but different effects on the second events we observed. Among whites, soeial capital had

no moderating effect an the conciitional sequencing of the first tsvo life events amang those who campleted high

school first -- most married following high school completion ; regazdless of risk status or social capital, and a

sizeable pzoportion entered the labor force as their next transition . Among whites who rnarried first, most were

likely to begin childbearing after marriage . ~ne eYCep~ion was observed amang high risk whites from families

wi#1i high educational investments, where the likelihood of high schoal campletion after mamiage was alsa high .

Family inves~nents showed strong modearating effects on the life trajectaries of black women. Blacks

from low and high risk back~rounds, who had a first transi~ion of motherhood, were most likely to complete high

school after childbirth. Black wamen who completed school first, and who were from faxtvlies with high

educationai investments, ~vere most likely to make the transition to the labor farce .

In sumnlary, the patterns obsen~ed from tha conditional sequencing analysis suggest that social capital

contributes to the type of life trajectaries wamen follow, Social capital influences the initial life transitions, at~d

appears to help minimize negarive impacts of initial missteps m the life course, particularly for black women.
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coNCLVSioNs

Qur study explores Coleman's idea of social capital to determin~ if fatnily investmes~ts affect the temporal

order of life events among disadvantaged young women. A good propartion of our sample, especially b~ack

women, were from ecanomically rlisadvantage~ fatnalies . Many were from single-parent homes where parents had

littla education, low family income, and communities with high unernployment or modest opportun~ities for

education or professional development .

We obseirved race differences in the temporal order of Iife events among our sarnple, although risk status

demonstraterl little impact on the dorninant order of events, with the exception of an impact on the transition to

the first event. Life trajectories for whites are characterized by~ 1) an initial transition to school eompletion

followed by marriage, with an equal probability for work atid childbearing after marriage, and ; 2} school

completion followed by work, marriage, and childbearing. Marriage #ypically precedes a birth in the temporal

order of event transitions. Black women, however, are less likely than wtutes to complete school firs~, and rnoz'e

likely to e~perience a first birth pnor to school, marriage ar wark . Risk status demonstrated little impact on the

temporal order of life events, with the exception of the transition to the first event . Disadvantaged wort~en,

irrespective of race, were less likely to cornplete high schaol as their first event . High risk blacks were more likely

to eYperience a birth first ; and high risk whites were inore likely to marry first than their respective low-risk

counterparts .

Fa~nily investments did influence the conditional sequencing of life evenLs, at least fvr the first two lif e

events we observed. In fact, social capital may be helpful for wamen who experience "missteps" in the life

course. That is, social capital may help women eventually complete sehool and secure stable employment if they

liave eYperienced other events (birth or marriage} priar to completing school ar entering the l .abor force . In

particular, Famiiy investments xnereased the lilcelihaod of sc~ool campletion as the second event among women

who did nat complete school ~rst -- whites who married first and blacks who becorne mothers first . Its impact

was particularl~~ strang among blaeks who gave birth first, irrespective of nsk status .
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Two addi~ional comments concerning the findings of our study should be noted . First, racial differences

in the temparal order of Gfe events have strong implications for life course theory and the notion of disorder in

the life course. Our work conf'irrns that of others (Marini, 1978 ; Rindfuss, Switcegood, Rosenfeld, 1987) which

show variability in the life trajectories af yaung adults . Criven that "disorder" is quite comman, perhaps it is more

fruitful to eYamine which particular sequence of events are most dominant, and how these patterns may be

different for across various population subgroups, and what contri~utes to the patterns tliat are observed . 4ur

data also suggest that continued investigation of a"culturally" deternnined sequence of life events is warranted,

but that studies should seek to illustrate whether women experiencing this cuitura]I_y normative pattern ulti~nately

secure positive life attaimnents, and if sa; what factors contribute to their successful life transirions.

Second, we observed a selective impact of social capital on ~.ormative order of life outcomes we

examined. ~ur data demanstrated a clear impaai an an initial transition to education and birth, with little impact

on labor force attachment and marriage. This may reflect #he fact that there are several dimensions of ow family-

based social capital construct, an .d several dimensions af social eapital in general, one of which includes a fainily-

based domain. These different domains of social capital may influence the propensitv for specific life frajectories .

This being the oase, it is logical that our family-based rneasure of social capital, which focuses on investments

in children's educational a~taimnents that are available in the NLSYW, woulci strongly influence high school

completion ar other outcomes stro~gly linked with educational attainment, such as a first birth .

FUrstenberg and Hazris (1993) ~1so suggest that social capital may be mult~dimensional in nature . In their

study of soeiaL capital and successful development among "at-nsk" Afriean American youth, they find that many

of their indicators of social capital u~ere more strongly correlated with life outcoznes than others . However, in

contrast to our findiatgs, almost none of their items were strongly or consistently associated with teen motherhood .

Theix measures were aiso not strongly or cansistently associated with young men being seriously invol~ed ~vith

the law. It is cleaz, then, that further exploration of the multiple aspects of social capital -- community-based

in~estments, school inveslments, or other typ~s of farnily investrnents -- are needed to ascertain how social capita l
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should be operationalized and to tease apart the varied impacts af our fami~y-based social capital rneasures .

Although our studp suggests that social capital makes a salid contribution to ]ife outcomes, we mus t

acknowledge the limitations of our work and the data upon which is based . First, our analysis is purely

descriptive, and our findings, therefore, should be viewcd as preliminary . Althoug~ we did control for race and

background financial status, we cannot make any claians as to the unpact of social capital in the presence of other

cornmuniry, school, or individual characteristics . We cannot claim as well that the influence of sacial capital an

tha sequence of life events would hold under mare sophisticated proportional ha~ard techniques . Thus, any firm

conc~usions about the impact of social capital and the transitzon to adulthood shou~d be confirmed by a more

rigorous multivariate or event-history analysis .

Second, although our sample of young women are taken from the NLSYW, a nationally representative

data set ofyaung women, theNLSYW data base has some lirnitations . For exarnple, there is a sma~l number of

items that can serve as good proxies for social capital . Although iteins, other thar~ vur farnily-based measure, are

available, including school-based and community-based variables, they are of limited quality because they tap

superficial levels of investment or contain large proportions of missing data . Further, our meas~e of social

capital d~es not capture the process through which priorities for education are transmitted . We can only assume

that families with high aspirations or with encouragement #'ar educational advanc~ment some~ow demonstrate

those values t.~uough various types of communication, activities, teachings or sanctians . O~ measure does not

tap the family context through which those values may be transmitted.

Despite tl~ese [imitations, it appears that social capital appears to facilitate the transition to adulthood

amang young women, even wamen who are socioeconomically disadvantaged. Follow-up multivariate analyses

and exploratians of the multidimensionality of social capital as it contributes to the development of young people

are warranted .
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Tabie 1 : Distribution of Fsmily Background, Local Environment Charactetisties, Camposite Risk and
Social Capital Measures, 1416 Year Old Females By Race, Weighted

Whites Blacks
(N=768) (N=314}

~ami iy CE~aracteristi cs
Average I~et Family Income
Average Family Size
Average Pe r Capita Income
Percent Below Poverry
Percent Living in Single Parent Family
Pe rcent wi th Parental Educacion 13 + Years
Average Mo[her's Educacion in Years

Local Environment Gharacterist ics
Percent Li v ing in a Large City
Percen t wi [h i.ow Demand for Fernale Labor
Percent w ith Unemploymeat Rat e 6%+
Pe rcent with 2 or 4 Year Accredited College

Individua! R~sk It ems
Parental Education < 12 Yeazs
5ingle Parent Family
Mother Unemployed
Number of Siblings > 3
Parental Occ upation Unskilled
Low Cndex of Opportuniry

Summa ry Risk Measure
wl ean (s .d . )
~ High Risk (3+ Individuai i2isk Items )

Individual Social Capitai It e m s
Fazent's Education Goal at Least College
A L,ot of Encouragement from Mother or
Teacher
Three Reading Items A~ailable in the Home

$35 ,786
5 .4

$7 ,208

I2 . 3

8 .9
29 .3

11 .2

***

*~*

**~

***

~**

*~*

*~*

I9.4 ***

30.9 ns

8.4 ***

70.5 ns

25.2 ***
8.9 ***

55.4 ns
33.8 ***

26.9 ***

16.5 **

1 .6 (1 .1) ***
21.2 ***

54 .7 ns

70 .9 ns

66 .7 ***

$15,9Q8
7 . 2

$2,629
62 .4
28 .2
5 . 5
9 .3

33.7
26.9
2 1 . 5
7$ . 1

74.0
28 .2
56 .7
72 .2
66 .5
27 . 8

2 .9 (1 .2)

68 .8

52 .2

66 .5

2I .2

Composite Social Capita! Mea s~re
Mean (s .d.) l9 (1.4) *** 1 .3 ( .48)
% HigIi Social Capital (2+ individual social 64.4 *** 46.3
capital iterns)

*** p <O .OOi
* * p<0 .0 1

* p <0.05

Source Child Trends, Inc . tabulations of the Nationa~ Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968-
1988 Waves, White and Black Females 14-1b Years of Age in 1968 .

Note : Tab le values (ezcept Ns) are based on weighted data .



Tabie 2 : Subsequent T ransitio ns Among Women Complet ing High Sc hool artd Entering the Labor Fo rce First by
Transition Number and Type af Transitio n , A ll Wome n and by Race

T'ransition A l l Women Whites Btacks
Number and Type (N= i,082) (N- 768) (N= 314)

First Transitio n
High Sch ool 8 0 . 4 (SO8) 83 . 9 ( 6 33) 53Z ( 1 75)
Work 2.6 f 29) 2.5 ( 19) 3.4 ( 10)
B i rth -- 9 ~ 8 9~
Marriage ~ ai~~ ,~~~ 5 ( 40)

Total ~1b ~~ 1fl0. 0

Second Transition
First TranS ition School :

Birth
Work
Marr iage
No 2nd transitio n

First Transition Work :
Schoo l
Birth
Marriage

No 2nd transitian

Thir Tran i i~n
First school, second birth

ti[arriage
Work
No 3rd TransitiQn

F i r s t sc ho o l , second marr iage
Birth

Wori~
Na 3rd Transition

~ 6 . 3 (32 )
34 . 8 (27 )

8 . 9 ( 6 )

50 .2 (216)
44 .9 (l49 )
0 .4 ( 2}

65.~ ( S)
25 .1 ( 3)
9,4 (I )

49 . 6 { 1 7 8)
50 .0 ( 181 )

0.4( ?)

'.9 ( 53)
► . 1 ( 64)
1 .9 ( 56)
I . l ( 2)

34 . 6 (1)
Z6 . 9 (4)
23 . 1 (3}
15 .4 (2 }

48.5 ~ 24}
43.0 (~4)
8 .4 ( 5 )

6 4 . 2 { 38)
3 5 .8 ( l S)
------- (0 )

Fir s t sc hoo l , second wo r k
Birth ~lJ ( ?3) ?.9 ( 7) ?8.3 (16)
Marriage 6$ . 8 (2Q8} 72 . 5 ( lSl } 34 .2 (27)
No 3rd Transition ?6.4 ( 92} 25.5 ( 7l} 3 7 . 4 ( 21 )

5ource : Child Tretsds , Inc . Tabutations of the Nationai [.ongitudinal Survey of Young Women , 1968-1488 Waves ,
White and Black Femakes 14-16 Years of A ge in 1968 ,

Note : Table values (except Ns) are bas ed on weighted data.



Tab le 2 : Sub sequen t 7"ransitions Among Women Completing High School and Entering the Labo r Force E irst by

Transition Number an~ Type of Transition, Al l Women and by Race

Transitio n AlI Women Whites Blacks

Number and Type (N=F,O$2) {N= 76 8} (N= 3 l4)

"I'hird "Fransition ~Gont'dl
First wor~C, second schoo l
Birth ------- (4) -------- (0) ------- (0)
Marriage 83.2 ( 6} 100 .0 (6) ------- (0)

No 3rcf Transition 16.8 ( 1) ------- {0) 100.0 ( 1 )

First wo r k, second birth

Marriage

Sc hoof
No 3rd Transition

First work, second marriage
Schoo l
Sirth
No 3rd Transitio n

Fourth Transition
First school, seconc~ worlc, third birth

Matriage
No 4th Transition

F i rs t schaol , second work , third m a rr iage

B i rt h
No 4th Transitio n

First school , second birth , third marriage

Work ~
No ~ith Transitio n

First school, secand birth, third work
Marriage
No ~th Transitio n

F irs t schoa i, second marriage, third bir# h

Work
No 4th Transitian

13 .8 ( I )
___. . ~p~

86.2 {4)

32A (I)
68.6 (4)
9 . 0 (2 )

4 1 A(9)
~9 .0 (~~ )

~1 .~ Etso~
28.3 (58 )

69 . 4 (24)
;0 .6 ( 8)

~~ .g ~ g~

77.5 (I9)

'0.7 ( l55 )
29 .3 ( 61)

------ (0)
------ (~)
1 ~0 .0 ( I )

26.3 (1)
73.7 (3)
---- (0 )

43 . 4 (4~
56 . 6 (3 )

71 .5 (13U)
28 .5 ( 51 )

73? (6)
2b .8 {2 )

----- (0)
100 . 0 ( 3)

69 . 6 (122 )
30.4 { 56)

28 .6 (1)
.__,.._ ~p)

7( .4 {3 )

---- (0)
38 .6 (1)
61 .4 (2 )

20.1 ( 5}
799(li )

76 . 4 (20 )
23 .6 ~ 7 )

65 . i {18)
34 . 9 ( 6 )

33 .7 (8)
66.3 (16 )

89 .8 (33)
10.2(5)

~' ir st school , second marriage , thircf wor k

Bir t h %Z .7 ( l46) 72. 8 ( l32) 68.7 (I4)

No ~th Transition ?7.3 ( 53) 27.2 ( 49) 31 .3 ( 4 )

Source: Child Trends, lnc . Tabulations of the National Longitudinal 5urvey of Young Wamen, 1958-1988 Waves,

White and B1ack Females 14-16 Years of Age in 19d8 .

Note: Tab l e values (except Ns) are based on weighted data .



Table 2 : Subsec~uent Transitions Among Women Completing High School and Entering the La bor Force First by

Transitio n Number and " Type of Transi t ion , Ali Women and by Race

Transition All Women Whites Blacks
Number and Type (N=1,082) (N= 768) (N- 314)

Fo~rth Tra~sition (Contd l
First work, second school, ihird birth

Marriage ------- (fl) ------- (~) ------- ~~)
No 4th Transition ------- (0) ------- (0) ------- (0)

First work, second school, third marriage
Birth
No 4th Transi#io n

First work, second birth, th ird marriage

Schoo l
No 4th Transitio n

First work, second birth, third school
Marriage
No 4th Transition

First work , second marriage , th i rd binh

5chooI
No 4th Transition

100 . 0 (6)
- ------ (0)

•------ (0)
100 .0 (1 )

------- (0)
------- ~~ ?

73 . 7 (3)
26 . 3 {1)

100 . 0 (6)
~------ (0)

------- ~~)
__----- (fl )

------- {0)
------- {0)

71 .3 (2)
28.7 (1)

------- (a)
------- (0)

• ----- (0)
lao .o {> >

(0)

~~ )

I (30A (()
------- (0 )

F i rst work , second marriage , third school ~
Bi rth 1 00 . 0 ( 1) 1 00 . 0 ( 1) ------- (0)

No 4th Transi tion ---- --- (0) ------- (0) ------- (0)

Source : Child Trends, Inc . Tabulations of the National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968-1988 Waves,

White and Black Females I~-16 Years of Age in 1968 .

Note : Ta6le values (except I~fs) are based on we i ghted data .



Table 3: Subsequent Transitions Among Women Giving B irth and Getting Marri ed Firs t By Transitio n Number and

Type of Transition, Ail Women and by Rac e

Transition AIl women Whites Blac k s

Number and Type (N=1,082) (N= 768) (N= 3l4)

First Transition
High Schao l
Work
B 'l1'i~l

Martiag e

Total

8d.4 (808)
2 .6 ( 29)
59 (107)

l l . l (138)

~oo . a

839 (633}

2 .5 ( 19}
2.5 ( 18)

F l . l (98)

ioo .o

53.2 (17S}
3 .4 ( 10)

3 1 . 9 ( 89)
11 .5 ( 40)

i 00 . 0

Secnnd Transition

F i rs t Transit ion Birth :
School
Work
Marriage
No 2nd transition

First Transitio R Marriage :

School
Work
Birth
No 2nd transition

Third Transitio n
F i rst b irth , second marriage

Schoo i
Work
No 3rd Trar~sitio n

First birth , second school
Marriag e

Wark
No 3 r d T ransition

40. 4 (42 )
13 .5 (14)
42 .2 (d7)

3 .9 (4 )

~5 . 3 (32)
7 .5 (12)

66 . $ (92)
0 .5 (2 )

30A (15}
40.9 ( i 9)
28.7 (13 )

63.1 (21)
26.6 (16)
10 .3 ( 5)

289 (5)
119 (2}

53 . 6 ( ] 0 }
5 . 6 (1 )

z6.~ Ez~~
7.6 (8)

65.7 (63 )
03 ( 1 )

21 .6 (2)

41 .6 (4)
36J (4)

833 (5)
16J (1)
----- (0)

47. 5 (3 '~
1 4.4 ( l2)
35. 1 ( 37)
29 (3 )

1~.9(6)
8 . 6 ( 4 )

74. 5 {29)
2 .0 ( 1 )

38.8 (13 )
40. 2 (15)
21 .1 ( 9 )

55.5 (17)
30.3 ( 15)

~a .t ~s ~

First birth, second work
5chool 3.7 (1) ------- (0) 5 .5 ( l )

Marriage 45.5 {5) 10UA (2) 1 ~.5 (3)

No 3rd'['ransition ~0 .8 (8) ------- (0) 76 .9 (8 )

Source: Child Trends, Inc . tabulations of the National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968-1488 Waves,
White and b(ack Females (~3-16 Year of Age in 1968 .

Note : Table values { except Ns) are based on weighted data .



Table 3 : 5ubsequent Transitions Among Women Giving B irth and Ge tt ing Marri ed First By Transition Number and

Ty pe of'Cransition, All Women and b y Race

Transition AI~ women Whites Blacks
Number an~ Type (N=1,082) {N= 768) (N= 314)

Third Tr~nsitiQ n_ (Cont'd)
First marriage , second birth

VY ork
School

No 3rd Transition

Fir st ~arr iage, second sc~oo l
Birth
Work
No 3rd Transitio n

4$ .8 (43)
31 .8 (28)
19 .3 (21)

64 . 8 (22)
313 (9)
39( 1)

48 . 0 (3U)
18 .8 (~0)
t8 .8 ( l 3)

63 . 4 { 1 7)
32. 4 (8)

4.2 (1)

54.2 (13)
23 . 2 (8)
22 . 6 (S)

83 .5 (5)
16 .5 (1)
----- (0 )

First marriage, second work
Birth 40.0 (5} 41 .4 (4) 30.8 (1)

School 19.4 (2} 19.4 (L) 19.4 (l}

No 3rd Transitian d0.6 (5) 39.2 (3) 49J (2}

~'our€h Transiti n
First bir[h, second marriage, thzrd schoo l

Work 44.1 (8) ----- {0) 67.5 (S)

No 4th Transition 559 (7) 1Q0.0 (2) 32 .5 (5 )

First birth, second marriage, third work
Schoo l
No 4th Transition

First birth, second school , third work
Marriag e
No 4th Transition

First birth, second school, third marr~aee
Work
No 4th Transitio n

First birth, second work, third marriage
Schoo l
No 4th Transition

28.3 (b)
7I .7 ( 1 3)

3Z .5 (7)
67 .4 (9 )

77A (17)
23 A ( 4 )

7A ( 1}

43 .0 (4)

27? ( I )
72 . 8 (3 )

----- (~)
1 D0 .0 (1 )

73 .3 (3)
25 .7 ( ~ }

----- (0)
100A (Z}

29.3 ES)
7U .7 ( ] 0)

39 . 4 (7)
60 . 6 ($)

78 . 6 ( l4)
?l A (3 )

?7.6 ( I )
7z .4 (2 }

F i r s t birth , second wor k , third schoo l

Marr iage ----- (0) ------- (0) ----- (0 }

No 4th Transiti on l~0 . 0 ( 1) - ------ (0) f 00 . 0 { I )

Source : Child Trends , [nc , tabulations of the National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968-1988 Waves,

Wlz ite and 61ack Females 14-16 Year of Age in I 968 .

Note: Tab l e values (except Ns) are based on weighted data .



Table 3 : 5ubsequent Transitions Among Women G iving Birth and Getting Marr ied First By Transition Number and

Type of Transition, All Women and by Race .

Transition All women 'UVttites B~acks
Number and Type (?V=1 ,082) (T~I= 768) (N° 3 14 )

Fourth Transition (Cont'dl
First marr iage, second school, third b i rth

Work
Na 4th Transitio n

First marriage, second school , ihir d work
8irt h
No 4th Transition

First marriage, secon d birth, third wark
Sc hool

No 4th Transitio n

First marriage, second birth, third s c hool
Work
Na 4th Transition

First matriage, second work , third birth

Schoo l
No 4th Transition

76 .4 (18)
23 . 6 (4)

8 I .9 (7}
18 .1 (2 )

24.5 (l l)
75 .5 (32 )

~~ .6 (zs)
32 .4 (~0)

399 (1)
60.1 (4)

75 .9 (14)
24. 1 (3 )

85 . 0 {7)
15 .0 {1 )

22 .5 (7)
77.5 (23)

66 .8 ( l2)
33 . 2 (8 )

44 . 6 ( I )
55 . 4 (3)

8 1 2 (4}
18 . 8 ( 1 )

----- ~~ )
100.0 (] )

35.7 (4)
64.3 (9)

74 .2 (6)
25 .8 (2 )

----- (a}
I00 . 0 {1 )

First marriage, second work, third schoo l
Birth lOfl.O (2) 100.0 (1) 100.0 ( 1 )

No 4th Transition ----- (fl) ----- (0) ----- (D)

Source : Child Trends, Inc . tabulations of the National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 19b8-1988 Wa~es,
White and black Females 14-16 Year of Age in 1958 .

Note : Table values (except Ns) are based on weighted dat a.



Table 4: Distributian of First Transitions and 5ubsequent Nonfamily and Fam€ly Transitions Among White 14-16
Year Olds Who Completed High School First and Black 14- l6 Year Olds Who Completed School or
Experiencad a Birth First, by Risk Status, Weighted

Whites

Low Risk High Ris~C

o~a ~~ x ~
% ~)

Pirst 'fransition :
H ig h Schoo l
Wor k
B i rth
Ma rr i a g e

~'atal

87 . 9
2 . l
~ .4
8 . b

78.8

S l 6 3$.lr'~"'~` 69 . 6
12 4 . 0
8 6 . 7
56 19 . 7

592 2 I . 2

116

7

!0

4 1

Second Transition :

Completed Schaal Frrst

M arria~e
Work
Birth

~ 6 . 3
42 . 0

i .6

294 fis 57 .5
213 39. 2
$ 3.3

l 74

66

46

4

Total I Oa.O 516 1~0.0 t l6
~~ rr p~ o .oo~
~ pco.ol

~ i pto.os

Source: Chi l d Trends, [nc . tabu l ations of the Nat ional Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968- L988 Waves .
Wh i te an d Biack Femates 14-ib Years ofAge in 1968 .

Note : Fables values (exc ept Ns) are based on weighted data .



Table 4 : Distributian of First Transitions and Subsequent Nonfamily and Family Transitions Arr~ong White 14-I6
Year Olds Wf~o Comp]ete~ High School First and Black 14-16 Year Olds Who Completed School or .
Bxperienced a Birth First , by Risk Status , Weighted

Blacks

Low Risk High Risk

°/Q (N) x~ % ~N)

First Transition :

H igh Schaol 61 .5 63 k~4~~ A4 .b 106
Work 1 . 6 2 4 .4 g
B irih 19 .2 18 36 .8 65
Marriage l 7 .7 1 S . 9 .2 25

Tatal 32 .5 98 67 .5 204

Second Trac~sition :
Comple ted School first

Marriage
Birth
Work

Total

Experienced a B irrh First

Schoa l
Maniage
Work

Total ~

3~.7 2l n s
Z a . 6 ~~
41.7 25

I OQ.O 63

33.0
29 .2
31 . $

] 00 . 0

65 .4 10 n 5 46.4
30.5 6 36.4
4.1 2 17. 2

100.0 18 1 d0.0

35

33

3 6

l06

25

28
1 2

b5

~c~s p~o - oo t
~r+~ p~ o . o l

'K pta .o5

5ource : Child Trends, [nc . tabulations of the National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women, 1968- I 488 Waves,
White and Black Females 14-16 Years of Age in 1468 .

Note : Tabies ~alues (except Ns) are based on weighted data.



i Figure 1 :

! Percent Distri6ut ion of Second Event T~ansit ions by Soc ial Capital Among Low-Risk Wh ite i
Womea 14-i~ Years Old Who Completed

~ ~High Schoal First~
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F igure 2 :

Percent Distribution of Seconci Event ~ans itians by So~ ial Capita l Among H igh -Risk
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Figure 3 :

Fercent Distribatians of Second Event T l~ansitions by Social Capital Among Low-Risk White
Wamen 1416 Years Old Wha Egperienced Marriage Firs t
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Figure 4: '

Perceut Distributions of Second Event Traasitions by Social Capital Among H igh-R~sk Wltite
Women 14-16 Years Uld Who Experienced Marriage First ',
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i ~~ 5;

; Percen t Dishibution uf Second Event llransidons ~y Social Cap ita l Among I.aw-Risk Black
; Wo~nen 14 -1b Years Uid Who Completed High School Firs t
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Figure 6:

Percent Distrib~tian of Secand Event ~ansitions by Sacia[ Capital Among High•Risk Black
Women 14-16 Years Qld Who Completed High School Firs t
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~ Figure 7:i
; Percent Distributions of Secoad Event 1~ansitions by Social Capital Among Low-Risk Black
; Women 14-16 Years Qld Wha Experienced A B irth Firs t
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Apgend i a
Operational Definition of Variables

. _,, : . >: _ ~ . : . ,
vilRi,#~T.~ < : : ~: < . . . ~ ` ~ .':1~~IIYIT[O1V~ : , -

. .

SUCIAL CAPITAL

ParenCs ede~cational goal for youth When you were 14 years o ld, how much education did your parsnts wattt you to get?
0=hig h sc hool or less ; 1=col le ge

Magazines D id you o r your parents regularly gei any uiagaz ines when you were abou# 1 4 years old?

Did you o r your parents regulazly get a newspaper when you were about 14 yeazs old?
Newspapers

D id you or your parents have a l ibrary card when you were about 14 years old?

L ibrary Cazd This variabie = 1 if R said yes to m agagzines, newspapers, and library card (aboat 50% o f
sample had a113) ; = 0 if iess than 3 of these

Encouragement from mother to How rnuch encouragement has (did) yottr mother given {give) you to continue your
continue beyond high school education beyond high seho o l? (mueh , some , or none}

Encouragement from teacher to How much eacouragement have (did) your teaehers and o ther adults in your high sehool
continue be yond high schoal given (give) you to continue your education beyond higE~ sefiool? (mtfeh, some . or nane}

Encouragement from mother This variable = 1 if teacher or rnothe r gave "much" encouragment ; = 4 if teacher an d
and/or teacher to co ntinae beyand mother gave" some" or "none "
high sc hool

Summary Social Capital S ummary meas ure of three ind ividual social cap ital items de scribed ahove 1 ) parents
Measure eciucatianal goa ls for r espondent to go beyond high schoal ; 2} availab il ity of read ing

Z + individual materia l s in house at age 14 ; 3) received encouragement from mother and/or teacher to
iterns="high soc i al continue e ducatio n beyond high schoo l . Tota! score of 2 or more of the se items caded as
ea p i tal" "1" for high social eapital ; total seore of <_} code d as "0" fo r low sacial cap ita l .

RISK

Family structure Youth l ived in a si ngle pazent fam ily at age 1 4

Number of sib lings A h nusehold roste r is used to determine the number of siblings living in t he hou sehold in
196 8 (1 = 4 or more; 0= 0 through 3 siblings)

Mother's employment status Did your mother work for ~ay when you were 14 yeazs old? (1 = no ; 0= yes )

Educatio~ of most educated pazent Wh at was the highest grade 4or year) of regular school yaur mathes ever attended?
What was th e highes# grade (or yearJ of r eguiar sc~ool ya u r fa ther eve r attended ?
(use h igher of tt~e two : t=< I 2; 0 = l 2 or hi gh e r )

Paren tal Occupation Occupation of t he head of the ho useho ld sk i l Ied or un ski lled ( t= unskilled ; p= s k i lle d )

Low opporunity for educatio nal or An index created 6ased on 3 items: l) unemployment rate is 5% o r more in 1 968 ;
prfessiona l devel o pment 2) demand for fema le labo r is law i n 19b8 ; 3} t here was no 2 or 4 y ear acc redi ted co lleg e

in 1968. [f 2 or more of these risks are present, index = t ; if 0 or 1 is p re sent, index = 0 .

Sammary R isk Mea sure Summary measure of six individual risk items : L) Fam ily stru ctu re 2) Number of sibl ings ,
3+ in ci ividual 3) Mother's ernployment status 4) Eckucation af most educated parent 5) Parenta l
items=" high risk" occupati o n 6) Low oppo rtunity for edu cat ional or profess ional develaprttent . Indi v idua l

item s code d as "1 " if risk present, "0" if absent . [tem s are added together far a to tal ri sk
+ _ ~, ~~ _ ,. ,~
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