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Agenda & objectives

) Team building

) Discuss why we are meeting

) Dive into identities and how they relate to math engagement



Share the highlight of your
summer (so far) with the
group!
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Norms

Create safe space for

everyone to equally

share their thoughts,
ideas, and feelings

AM-ME Research Group
Norms and Expectations

Take ownership
when the intent of
what you say does

not math the impact
- Apologize, Don't be
defensive
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'Hear what others have to
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X yF Take time to build
relationships together

and form a community

say (e.g., listen to
understand), respect their
thoughts, ideas, and
feelings, and strive to
understand one another When disagreements
i (( occur, keep lines of

communication open
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and work together to
resolve conflicts
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Share when you feel - (Ql
comfortable and in the way that F_
you like (e.g., verbal, written) =
a
(=)
J:

&

d

r. —

) ~ 7

—~ Engage in both small and large
group discussions
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Know that sometimes it
7,9« is okay to not want to
7 engage, just let the

Foster a RLaUR Ko

welcoming
environment
where everyone
feels comfortable
and respected

Make decisions using
)X democratic processes |
(e.g., discussions, voting) f"’
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Why Are We
Meeting Without | '3 -
the Teachers?




Where are we and why are we here?

Spring 2023 &

Understand
engagement
based on year 1

focus groups &
interviews,
traditional survey
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Administer our

hew, revised
survey

Fall 2024 g&

Summer 2023 £}

Identify new (6)

factors to be
included on our =N
survey. Created
new questions

Summer 2024 £

Revise our
survey

Fall 2023 @&

Ask for student
and teacher
input on survey
questions

Spring 2024 &

Ask for student
input about

improving the
survey

Spring 2024 (&

Administered
our survey to
students

Spring 2024 %
Based on hew
survey results (8
factors), identified
some ways to
improve the
survey




We’re here today because

 We hope that by doing this research, we develop a measure of math
engagement that centers Black and Latino students’ lived experiences, which
will open the gate to inclusive math learning environments and
understandings of what it means to be engaged in math.

* We have received continuous feedback that our survey does not explicitly
relate to the experiences of Black and Latino students.




Some of what we heard in focus groups

“No, | think most people are surprised when they hear that I'm doing good in any class,
actually..Im going to keep it allthe way above. |think it's because I'm Black.” -
Shane, Black male student at HRT High School

“If 'm with the other people that have a different skin color, like race than me. And
we bring up GPA stuff, they always rate their selves always higher than me, and |
always ask that question, and then they just don't want to answer. And | always
ask them, Do I make you uncomfortable? They just don't answer my questions.
Maybe that's the racist part.” - Yussuf, Somali male student at HRT High School



Our May meeting

« Our small group conversation in the May meeting brought up new questions
and ideas that focus on race/identity:
o Wonderings:
m Do students of different races get their questions answered more than
others?
= Does my race affect how my teacher perceives me?
" Does my race make me feel targeted in math class?
o Survey question ideas:
= My race affects my experience in math class.
= My race affects whether my questions are answered in math class.
= My race affects how my math teacher treats me.
= My race affects where | sit in my classroom.




We wanted to meet with
just the students in the AM -

ME Research Group to

creating race/identity questions: collectively think about how
We cannot mention race or to integrate race/ethnicity
gender in survey questions.

into the survey as the
survey is meant to capture
the experiences of students
like yourselves.
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Diving Into Our Identities




ldentity flower activity

Objective: To reflect on our identities and understand how these identities shape
their interactions and engagement, particularly in math classes.

Introduction to the activity
« Audience: You'll be sharing your identity flower with others in the group, so
make sure you're comfortable sharing whatever you include.
« Sharing: You can make your flower directly in the Jamboard, or you can do it
on paper and text a picture of it to Sammy and Alyssa.



ldentity flower activity

 In the Jamboard or on paper,draw a flower and write down your identities in the
petals. Here's some tips to help you if you feel stuck:
o What is your race or ethnicity?
o What is your gender identity?
o What is your family heritage or nationality?
o Are there any other identities that are important to you, like personality traits,
hobbies, or socioeconomic status?




Identity flower activity

 In the shaded boxes next to each petal, reflect on how each identity might
influence your engagement in math class . For example:
o How does your race/ethnicity shape your experience in math class? Have you
experienced or noticed any stereotypes or biases that affect your participation?
o How does your gender identity influence the way you engage in math class? Do
you feel equally encouraged and supported in math as your peers of different
genders?



Identity flower activity

* Check out an example: Sammy'’s Flower

 After you've completed your identity flower, we are going to use the flowers to
shape our next activity!




Now, we reflect!




Reflection

« Spend a few minutes reflecting to yourself on the following questions:
o What are the connections between your identity and how you feel about math
class?
o What piece of your identity impacts your math class experience the most?
o What piece of your identity impacts your math class experience the least?

« Then we'll share some reflections with the whole group!



Does Your
ldentity Relate
to Your Math

Engagement?




Discussion

 In the large group we’ll have a short discussion about how your identity relates to
your experience and engagement in your math classroom. Let’s talk about:
o Do you think the way your identity impacts your math class experience is
different or similar to other students in your math class?
o Do these experiences affect how engaged you are in math class? In what ways?




Drafting survey items.

N
y With these reflections, we’ll start brainstorming
survey items.

Closing +
Next Steps




Stay

Alyssa Scott Samantha Holquist
Connected

Email Email

sholquist@childtrends.org

@

Instagram (DM)

This project is funded by the National Science Foundation, grant #2200437. Any opinions, findings,
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials are those of the author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

Learn more about the Adapted Measure of Math Engagement at
https://www.childtrends.org/project/adapted-measure-of-math-engagement.
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