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INTRODUCTION

The impetus £or this research effort grew from the observation that research on at-risk youth

has generally focused on failure, and the personal and farnily baekground charactcristics asso~iated

with failure. These include research in the areas of high schoo~ dropout (Eckstrom et al . 198~) ,

unemployment (Powers 1992, Freeman and Holzer 1986, Anderson 1978, Liebow 19b7), poverty

(Moore et aL 1993, Wilson 1987, MeLanahan 1g85, Stack 1974, Moynihan 1965), out-of-wedlock

fatherhood (Lazr►b and Elster 1986) and crirninal activity (Sampsan 1987, J .Q . Wilson 1975) .

Such research is extremely useful andworthwhile, but suffers two significant limitations . First ,

by ~ailing ta study positive achievement and its deterrninants, it lirnits our understanding of thc

processes affecting attainment among at-risk youth (Dunst and Trivette 1992) . This in turn limits the

potential intervention strategies which rnight be adapted to improve outcomes far such youth.

Second, research on at-risk youth rarely follows thc youth into full adulthood, that is, into the late

twenties and beyond. Several analyses have demonstrated that the effects of ari~in family background

characteristics an irnpc~rtant outcames related ta adult well-heing can change significantly between

early and later adulthood (Brooks-Gunn et al . forthc~ming, 1Vloore et al. 1986) .

In the analyses that follow we combine three theoretical approaches -- Coleman's socia l

capital-oriented status attainment approack~, a life course perspective, and a risk approach that

featur~s analysis of subgraups at particularly high risk -- to examine the deierminants of adult

achievement among at-risk youth . Achievernent is operationalized as socioeconornic attainrncnt, and

includes outcomes related to educational, income, and occupational achievernent . Outcornes are

rneasured at or around age 29, with selected analyses repeated at age 35 for comparison purposes .

CUNCEPTUAL APFROACH

Our theoretical starting point is the socioeconomic attainment model developed by Jame s

Coleman, which ineludes the powerful notion of social capital (Coleman, 1988) . 5acial capital taps
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what is potentially a very important social dimension not well captured in previous rnodels of adult

attainment (e.g. Becker 1981, Sewe~l and Hauser 1g75} . It is aisa a very empowering notion in that

it ic~entifies strengths which disad~antaged farnilies can develop and use in order to improve the long

term prospeets of their children . This perspective is xevsewed in detail below .

A life course a~proach is incorporated into this rnodel by including in tt~e analyses events

during the transition to adulthood that are expeeted to directly affect adult socioeconomic

attainment . By daing so we shed light on the possible causal chain or pathway of life course events

linking early backgraund factors to achievement in later adulthood . Finallq, we take a"risk"

perspective by rnodeling many baekground factors as dis~r~te groups of at-risk and not at-risk youth,

thus highlighting the consequer~ces of coming from especially disadvantag~d groups . 5uch a

perspective is partieularly usefui ta those int~rested in early intcrvention strategies to improve adult

outcames far young members of rnare disadvantaged social groups .

RELEVANT LITERATURE

Socia l Cap i ta lJStatus Atta inment Approach

Coleman (] .988) has identi~ied two research tradition s within the socioeconornic atta inment

literature. The first is an eeonomics tradition represented by the work of Gary Becker (1964, 1981) .

The second is a sociological tradition represented in the work of Blau and Duncan (1967),

Featherman and Hauser (1978) and 5ewell and Hauser (1975) . Coleman himself draws Erom both

traditions in an attempt to develop a new rnodel of attainment based on the conccpt of social capital .

The econornics traditian cancentrates on parental investrnent strategies where parents

rnobilize their ~inancial and human capital resources to invest in the development of the huma n

capital resources of their eh ildren. Investment decisions are based on the rational long term self-

interest of parents ; their deci s ions are constrained by the environrnent, but are not shaped by it .

Coleman critiques this tradition for ignoring the rnechanisms through which social norms are

produced and legitirnized, a and the importance of sacial networks and . social arganization . All play

impartant roles in shapxng and facilitating hurnan actions which lead to the acquisitian of capita l
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(financial and human), and thus to socioeconornic attainment .

The sociological tradition emphasizes the role of social processes taking place within the

family, peer groups, community and the wider society in the determination of a youth's adult

socioeeonomic attainment . Thus, for example, the Wisconsin sacial-psychological model of

achievement includes rneasuxes of peer orientations, and parent and teacher encouragement to seek

a college edueation as determinants of educational and occupational attainment, and ~arnings . It

emphasizes the role of these influences and of the individual's psychological charaeteristies {e .g .

expectations, aspirations, aptitude) as paths mediating the relationship between family background

characteristics and adult achievement (Sewell and Hauser 1975, Alexander, Eckland and Griffin

1975) . In this approaeh, aetors are shaped by the characteristics of their environrnent {e .g. family,

community) but, unlike the rational action orientation of the economists' model, no internal

mecl~anisrn or orientation is pasited through which the indi~idual actor interacts with the

environment .

Coleman proposes that a superior theoretical model af attainrnent can be produced by

irnporting socialogical notions related to social context into the econornists' capital-based paradigrn

of rational action. To do so he defines a new rype of capital, "social capital ." Social capital is a

property of social structures, oE relations between and among people (Colernan 1988) . The farnily

and the cornmunity are t~e basic social structures withan which social capital exists and i s

transmitted .

Colernan offers a nurnber of conerete examples of social capitat of irnportance for th e

development of children . Within the family, social capital wauld include time spent between parent

and child, parental expeetations far the child (educational, behaviorai), and the values and norms

operating within the family .

Within the cammunity, social capital of relevance to children would include the quality o f

the relationships which e~vst among parents in the community, and parents' and ehildren's relations

to comrnunity institutions (e .g . schools, religious institutions, civic organizations) . Strong relations

of this sort can reinforce and support the work of parents in instilling desired norrns and goals in

their children, and in helping their ehildren to acquire the human capital which will help them in
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ma~ing a successful transition to adulthood.

There are other research traditions {not mentioned by Coleman) that have dealt in som e

depth with social capital factors (though they do not use this term~ and their relatinn to tlie

development and well-being of children and youth . There is a psychological tradit~on af child

development research represented in such woxk as Bronfenbrenner's ecological rnodel of ctiild

development (Bronfenbrenner 1979), literatures on resilient youth which are largely grounded in a

medical research tradition ~Luthar and Ziegier 1991, Garmezy 1985), and a farnily therapy tradition

w~~ch identi~es both strong ana dysfunctional family proeesses (Stinnett and Defrain, 1985, Olson,

McCubbin, Barnes, Larsen, Mu~cen and Wilson, 1990) . These literatures provide excellent sources

of potential measures needed to flesh out Colernan's somewhat under-specified notion of social

capital . They are not covered ir~ more detail here only because data lirnitations do not allow us to

draw on them for our analyses .

The R isk Approach

T'he social science notion of risk has reached its fullest development within th ~

epiderniological and child de~eloprnent literatures . Here, emphasis is put on the identification af

hiological, genetic, and psychoso~ial background factors that put an individual at greater risk of

experiencing particular medical conditio~s or developrnent defieits (for a review, see Garmczy, 1985,

and the paper on resilient youth in this report). In addition to risk factors, analysts seek to idcntify

pr•otective factors which can protect those at-risk from experiencing particular negative outcomes .

The at-risk 4abel has been adopted by researchers and policy makers and applied to a wid e

variety of social ills that affeet both chitdren and adults. It is a usefut framework for anyone

interested in early identi~cation of populations most likely to experience a particular problern or set

of ptoblems, and for identifying protective factors whose development can be encouraged through

early intervention. In the theoretical framework adoptcd for our analyses, social capital is anaiogous

to protective €actors under the risk frarnework . Farnily finan~ial and human capitaZ and c~ernograghic

characteristics are treated as risK factors, and are coded to identify discrete risk groups .
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The Trap~s ition to Adulthood Approach

The life course research tradition looks at the life course as a succession of developmenta l

phases cannected by periods of transition . The approach is comrnon in the field of child devclopment

(Rutter, 1988), and has been used to identify and study major periods of transition throughout life

including the transition to adulthood and transitions into old age {Sorensen 1987} .

Within the transition to adulthood literature, much attention is focused on the identificatio n

of irnportant events associated with a more or less successful transition, and on the potential irnpacts

which the ordering and timing of these events rnay have on adult well-being (see, for example,

Rindfuss, Swicegood and Rosenfeld, 1987, and Mare, Winship and Kubitschek, 1984) . Such pcriods

of transition are pathways leading from youth to adulthood, linl~ing th~m both ternporally and

causally . This approach has been usefully incorporated into socioeconarnic attainment rnodels whose

focus is the ]inking of the character~stics of ehildhood and youth to achievement in adulthood

(Moore et aL 1993, Ellwood 1982, Corcoran 1982, Hofferth and Moore 1979) . This approach is

adopted far the present research effort, with emphasis on the ways in which particular events in the

transition period (e .g . unstable employrnent, military service) may eausally link risk and social capital

factors to adult socioeconomic attainment .

PROJECT ANALY5I5 PLAN

Th~ analysis plan calls for systematic descriptive and rnultivariate analyses to explore the

deterrninants and pathways af achievement among at-risk rnale youth . Analyses are in all case s

performed separately for white and African-American males. Results of the deseript ive analyses are

presented in this chaptec, and mult ivariate results are presented in Chapter Two . I7etailed

deseriptions of the questions addressec4 and methodologies adopted for each type of analysis are

offered. preeeding the analysis results in each chapter . Here a brief overview of the two efforts i s

offered.

The descriptive analyses have two goals . The first goal is to construct a sort of social rnap

which indicates who in this cohort af yaung rnen were at-risk, who had acccss to social capital, wh o
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experienced irnportant early positive andnegative ~ife-course outcomes, andwho achieved as adults ,

with special attentian to variations by risk status . The second goal is to evaluate the extent to which

each particular rneasure €unetions as an expression of the construct that it aperationalizes . In other

words, how risky is eaeh risk faetor, how beneficial eact~ social capital factor, how costly each

negative early outcorne (which have been labeled mis-steps)? This will be explored by exarnining the

bivariate relationships between each of these variables and the seven rneasures of adul t

socioeconornic attainment (discussed b~low) .

Though the majority of the analyses refer to outcomes at ar araund age 29, selected analyses

are zepeated for outcomes measured at or around age 35 to see whether the relation of risk and

social capital factars tc~ adult attainment attenuates, strengthens, or stays the same at later ages .

In the multivariate analyses a series of nested regression models is estimated to address th e

following theoretically impartant questions .

What i s the relative irnpnr tance of risk vers us sacial cap ita l factors?

Do the effects associated with being at-risk compound for those with multi-ris k

backgrounds?

What are the soeial-psychological and life course pathways through which risk and

saeial capital factors affeet adult socioeconornic attaininent ?

• Can social capital help thase who have experienced mis-stcps in early adulthood to

overcome them ?

• How do these relationship s differ for those who are at -ri sk and those who are no t?

The multivaria te ana lyses (featured in Chapter Two} focus on three classic rneasures o f

attainrnent in status attainrnent research : educational attainrnent, occupatianal status, and yearly

earnings. Multivariate analyses are limited to outcomes measured at or arQUnd age 29 .

Unfortunately, similar ana~yses cauld not be carried out for attainment at age 35 because many o f

6



the essential variables in these models were simply not available for those in the survey who coul d

be fol~owed through to that age .

DATA DESCRIPTID N

The da ta set used in these ana lyses i s the Nationa~ Longitudinal 5urvey of Labor Marke t

Experience-Young Men cohort (NLSYM). It is part of a lar~er study begun in the mid-1960s by the

U.S. Department of Labar to look at the labor market experiences af faur population cohorts : men

45 to 59 years old ; women 30 to 4~ years old ; and young men and young women 14 to 2~ years old .

The prirnary purpose of these surveys was to gather iqformation an labor rtaarket experiences (e .g.

labor force and employment status, work history, characteristics of jobs) and on individual,

household, and community characteristics that rnay have an impact on labar market outcomes .

7`he original sample was designed to represent the civilian non-institutionalized populatio n

of 14 ta 24 year old rnen in the United Statcs at the tizne o ~F tk~e i z~xtial survey (NiS Users Guide

1993, po 17} . Blacks were sarnpled at twice their expected rate in the population so that reliable data

could b~ generated for black youth . A total of 5,225 men were included in the initial survey in 1965 .

The NLSYM followed these young men from 1966 through 1981 . Surveys were perforrned

annually until 1971. After 1971, monetary canstraints forced a rr ►ore irregular interview schedule ;

suzveys took place in 1973, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1980, and 1981 . In same years interviews were carrie d

out by telephane rather than in persan .

Strengths : The NLSYM has a nurt~bet of significant strengths and limitations with regard t o

the analyses undertaken below. Its major strengths are its longitudinal design, and the substantial

age span which it covers . When our research began in 1991, this was the only Longitudinal data set

which allowed one to follow male youth frorn their early teens into their late twenties and early

thirties . The NLSY, a more recent cohort of the NLS survey effort, is in anany other respect s

superior to the NLSYM for these ana lyses, but wou l d only have allowed us to fo llow respondents

through the ir twenties and the youngest only through age 23 . It was de termined that the l ives of such
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young adults are too tumultuous and changing to get accurate and stable measures of adult

achievement .

The longitudinal design of the NLSYM is critical because it allows one to examine element s

of the pathway taken by at-risk youth as they proceed into adulthood . In doing so one can study how

these s teps on the p ~ithways (both positive s teps and rn is-s teps) media te the effec ts of r i sk and socia l

capital facto rs on adult achievement .

Limitations: The NLSYM also has a number of significant iimitations . First, the information

is dated, referring ta the experienees af young men who grew up during the rnid-to-late 1960s . This

is a largely unavoidable problern for anyone interested in lool~ing at adult achievement . Ncvertheless

it is a problem insofar as one is interested in applying the results of the analyses ta the challenges

facing contemporary American youth .

American family life as~d the American labor market have undergone dramatic changes sinc e

the 1960s. As a result, levels of exposure to both risk and social capital factors, and the impact o f

those factors on adult achievernent, rnay have changed with them . F~posure to some risk factors ,

sucn as number of parents in the household and parental educatianal attainment, have clearly

changed since the 196Qs, with large inereases in single parent households, and itt~pravements in the

mean education level of adults (Hernandez 1993) .

One shauld not make too much of this lirnitation, however . It is likely that the basic

re[ationships uncovered in the analyses hold tru~ for conternporary cohorts as ~ve~l, a]thoUgh the

magnitude of the effects and levels of exposure to variaus factors rnay have changed . For example,

anaiyses using data from both the NLSYM and the more recent NLSY on the consequences of early

childbearing show similar patterns of etfects where comparable variables were exarnined (Moore et

al . 1993) .

More positively , thi s work u s ing the NL5YM lays a solid foundati on fo r c:omparative ana3yses

using the rnore recent NLSY . Such a comparison would offer valuable inforrnation a s to how the

deterrninants of adult soc iaeconomic attainment have changed as a result of changes in the Arne r ican
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family and economy .

Second, this data set contains a limited set of available social capital measures . A tharough

search of the data produced only four clear social capital measures . Three are related ta education

and intellectual developrnent, and a foarth to residential stability . While these measures represent

important dirnensions of social capital, they cover only a small proportion of the full range of social

capital influences that may be affecting adult achievement amang at-risk youth . In addition, because

most of the social capital rneasures are related to educational attainment, they may be less predictiv e

of other measures of adult achievement .

As a result, our analyses of the NLSYM should be seen as an exploration of the possibilitie s

inherent in the sociai capital concept, rather than a thorough testing of the concept itself .

Suhsequent research in this area can and should take advantage of the expanded list of social eap~tal

measures that are present in rnore recent surveys such as the National Longitudinal5urvey of Youth

and the National Survey of Families and Households .

Third, t~e tirne perfod covered by the NLSYM ineludes the height of the Viet Nam war, a

time when an unusually laigh percentage of young rnen were drafted into the arrned forces . Over one

third of the entire (weighted) sample of young men who were ages 14-17 when the survey began had

spent sorne time in military service by the time they were age 26 . The draft represents somethin~ of

a.n unnatural addition to the pathway fram youth to adulthood for many of these young rnen . As a

result, the observed relationships beiween the characteristics of one's family of origin (e .g. risk and

social capital factors) and adult achievement may be somewhat affected .

Fourth, the lack of data for years in which the survey was nat conducted {1972, 1974, 197 7

and 1979) creates dif~ieulties in constructing variables related to specific ages, and rnakes th e

accurate timing and sequencing of many events impossible . This lirnitation in fact prevented us from

pursuing event history analyses for the yaung rnen's sarnple .

Finally, the NLS-M had a fairly high rate of sample attritian betw~en 1966 and 1981, the las t

year in which interviews were held . Rates of retention were 64 percent overall, 69 percent for white

respondents and S4 pcrcent For black respondents (NL5 Users Guide, 1993, pp . 21 and 39). The
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decision to discontinue the survey was based in large part on the substantial attrition {NLS Users

Guide,1993, p. 40) . Analyses by Rhoton and Nagi (1991) indicate that this attrition was not randam,

with those frorn 1ow income families somcwkat cnore likely to ~eave the sarz2plc . In the descriptive

analyses that follow corrections are rnade for this using the population weights provided for each

year of the survey, which atternpt to correct for the effects of attrition in addition to making other

ad~ustments .

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

Most af the analyses that follaw use a sarnple of rnales who were between ages 14 and 17

and living rvith a parent (ar as a depend~nt of a relative) at the tirne of the first survey (1966) . This

produced an initial sarnple of 1534 white and 711 African-Arnerican males . 5ample sizes for analyses

involving variables measured in the later years of the survey are ~onsiderably smaller due to the high

rates of sarnple attrition diseussed above . Use of this sample has limited the analyses prirnarily to

socioeconomic mea~ures taken at or around age 29 . 5elected descriptive analyses were repeated on

an older sarnple (ages 19-24) so that achievement outcornes at age 35 could also be analyzed, and

the results compared to analyses involving the age 29 measures .

'The bulk of our analyses were lirnited to the younger age group for two reasons . First,

important risk and early life course measures were not available for the older cohart either because

they had left their family of arigin by the time of the initial survey, or because n~eessary age-specific

data were not available for years preceding the initial survey . 5ecottd, those who were serving in the

military at the time of the initial survey (whieh would affect those ages 18 and alder) were excludeci

from the survey sample. Because such a large progortion of young men did serve in the military due

to the draft, this exclusion would have produced significant biases in the resu~ting sample .

VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS

There are four classes of variables which are used in these anaiyses : rneasures of risk, socia l

eapital, intermediate li~e course outcornes, and adult socioeconomic achievement . Each is briefly
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describ e in turn t~elow.

Risk Measure s

The risk measuces are based on demographic and socioeconomic characteristics o€ the famil y

of origin connmon to rnany modeis of status attainment (see, for example, Featherman and Hauser

1978, Sewell and. Hauser 1975) . T~ese characteristics include family structure, number of siblings,

parental education and occupational status, family poverty level, and place of residence . All of these

rneasures are coded as dichotomies of at-risk and not at-risk in order ta highlight the consequences

associated with rnernbershi~ in discrete risk groups . Analyses were also performed for those From

sing~e parent families whose parent Lacked a high schaol education . In addition, a simple additive

seale of risk was constructec[ in arder ta investigate effects associated with eoming frarn a mu3ti-risk

family. Below is a list of risk tneasures used in the analyses, along with detailed definitions of ~ach .

familv structure .
~ at-risk = living in a household with fewer than two parents at age 14 .

number of siblin~s .
at-risk = having four or rnore siblings in 1966, when respot~dents were ages 14-17 .

narental educational attainment .
~ at-risk = having no parent with a high school degree.

occupational~resti~~ of househald head .
at-risk =living in a household at age 14 whose head had a Duncan 5EI oecupational status
score in the bottom quartile (quartiles based on entire weighted sample), when respondent
was age 14 . '

famil~povert~
at-risK = farnily of origin Uelow 15b percent of the poverty line in 1966, when respo~dents
were ages 14-17 .

nlace of residence .
~ at-risk = residence in a central city in 1966 (at ages 14-17) .

'The Duncan SEI score of occupational status is an ordered ranking of occupations canstructed
from census data, based on the average incorne and cducation leve~ of rnembers of eaeh census
occupational category.
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sin 1~~-parent/low educated.
at-risk = coming from a single parent family where the parent had less than a high school
education.

risk scale.
This is a sirnple additive rneasure of the five family-based single-itcm rneasures af ris~ . The
central city residence variable was exctuded wh~n preliminary analyses revealed that ir had
a neutral of positiv~ association with measures of adult achievement .

5ocia l Capital Measures

Four measures of social capitai are considered in these analyses . Two are measures of th e

arnount of encouragement received from parents and t~achers to continue ec~ucation past high

school, They measure the degree of support to succeed that exists within the yfluth's social

environment . A third rneasure looks at the typcs of reading materials available in the youth's horae,

and is an indicator of the degree to which the rnernbers of the farnily encourage and model the

activity of reading, which is positively associated with educatiopal attainment {Moore et al. 1993) .

Finally, there is a measure of tk~e degree of residential stabi~ity experienced by the youth from birth

to the early teens . 5uch stability has been associated with stronger community contacts and support,

an impartant aspect of social capital (Colernan, 1988) .

number of tXpes of reading_ materials in the home at age 14 .
This variable has a range of 0-3, with one point given when one of the following was present
in the hoziae; magazines, newspapers, and a library card held by one or rnore farnily members .

parental encoura$ement to continue education past hi~h school.
This variable indicates whether the respondent received rnuch, some or no encouragernent
from parents ta continue their education past the high schaol level . This measure was used
in analyses guided by the Wisconsin sacial-psycho~agical mode] of socioeconomic attainment
(5ewe11 and Hauser 1975} .

teacher encouragement ta continue ~ast hi~h schaol .
This variable indicates whether the respondent received much, some or no encouragement
from teachers to continue their education past the high school leveL It was constructed in
the same manner as the parental encouragement variable . This rn,easure alsa appeared in
ana~yses guided by the Wisconsin social-psychological rnodel .

residcntial stabilitv.
This measure indicates the tirning of the most recent inter-county residential move fro ;n birth
to the first year of the survey, when the respondents in our main sample were ages 1~-17 .
The coding of the original variable (less than ane year, one year or more, or livec~ in sarn e
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county for entire life) was maintained for our analyses . This is far from an ideal
operatianalization of residential stability; the tirne breaks ar~ crude, and intra-county rnoves
are not taken into account. Ne~ertheless, it rneasures moves which clearly invol~e loss of
cornmunity contacts, a critical aspect of social capital .

In termedia te L ife Course Oatcomes

Thesc are measures of events which take place duri~g the transition from youth to adulthood ,

and which are known or suspected to be signi~cantly associated with achievem~nt in later adulthofld .

There are two classes of thesc variables, which we refer to as m. is-steps and middle steps .

The mis-steps are measures that are expectcd to negatively impact later achievement . Three

measures were identi~ed .

vears of unstable em~lovrnent .
This variable indicates the number of years between the ages of 18 and 2b in which the
respondent was not in school and not worki.ng for at least 26 out of 52 weel~s . Unstable
employment in youth has been shown to be associated with lesser socioeconomic attainment
in adulthood for both rnen and women (Ellwood 1982, Corcoran 1982, Brown i993) . The
variable is grouped into three categories : 0 years, 7 year, and 2 or more years of unstable
etnployment. The variable unc~erestimares the actual nurnber of years of unstable
employment because employment data were not available for those four years in which the
survey was not done .

dela ed raduation from hi h sehool .
This is a dichotomous measure indicating whether those who haee graduated frorn hig~i
school did so after age 1.8 . Grade repetition, which has been linked to lesser soeioeconornic
attainment in adulthaod {Brooks -Gunn, Guo and Furstenberg , forthcorning), is a cornmon
cause of delayed graduation .

early rnarria~e .
Early marriagc has beezt ass~ciated with a number of dit~iculties in adulthooc~ including
divorce and lower £ami3y inwme (Moore et al ., 1993} . This is a dichotomous variable
indicating whether one ever married before the age af 20 .

In addition to measures of mis-steps, two additional early life course e~ents which may

significantly irnpact adult socioeconomic attainment are included in the analyses . These are referred

to as middle-steps .
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ever served in armed forces by age 25 .
Due primarily to the rnilitary draft, slightly more than one third of the main sample ~both
white ancl African-American) had served in the artned forces by age 2,b . It is unclear what
~he net effect of this service is likely ta be on later socioeconomic attainment since it has
both positive (e .g. vocational skill development, persanal discipline enhancement) and
negative (delayed entry into the eivilian labor force) aspects . It was ineluded without a
directional hypothesis because it was a comrnon and potentially important event in the lives
of this cohort of rnen .

ever received occu ational trainin b a e 26.
Occupational training ha~ long been preseribed as a means of increasing socioeconomic
attainment and stability among at-nisk youth. The variable is a dichotomaus m~asure
indicating whether the respondent had ever received occupational trainin~ of any sort by age
26. The measure includes all types of training such as on-the-jab training, school-related
training, and training from governrnent programs .

Measures of Adult Ach ievement

In operationalizing the concept of achievement, analyses have been limited to measures of

socioeconomic attainrnent . Within that €ocus, we look at seven measures in three areas ; education,

employment, and incorne . Most of the analyses refer to outcomes rneasured at or around age 29 for

reasons detailed above . Selected descriptive analyses were also perforrned on outcornes mcasured

on or around age 35 . As noted above, for outcornes related to a specific age rather than a specific

survey year, data were not always avaitabie for the exact age because tl~e survey was not given in

some years . In such cases data were taKen frorn the adjaeent year in which the res~ondent was

closest to the target age at the time of the interview.

educational atta#nment at a.g~29.35~
Years of eompleted education by age {29,35) .

hourly wage at a~e (29.35L
Hourly wage of present or rnost recent job, in 1989 dollars .

,~~v earnings at a~(2~
Respondent's year3y earnings in single 1989 dollars.

total farnily income in 1981 .
Total farnily income for year preccding 1981 interview, in single 1989 dollars .
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net familv assets in 1981 .
Total net family assets in 1981, in single 1989 dollars .

occu,~ational status at age f29,35 ~
Duncan SEI score of occupational status . This is a scale of occupational status with a range
of 1 to 99 originally developed by Otis Dudley Duncan . Scores are based on the average
income and educationai tevet of each Census Bureau defined occupational category. Higher
scores denote higher status .

weeks une.mrl~o,yed in 1981 .
Total number of weeks unernployed in the 52 weeks preceding the 1981 survey . Includes all
weeks not working regardless of tabor fozce status .

All of the adult achievement variables are continuous . In the descriptive analyses which

follow, data are presented in terms of inean values, and a5 distributions across ordered categocical

groupings . Five of the zaneasures (the four income-related variabies and the occupational status score)

were recaded into low, medium and high categories as follows :

Low = bottom quattile based on whole weighted sample ;

Mediurn = middle two yuartiles based on wnole weighted sample ;

High = top quartile based on whole weighted sample .

Educational attainment was recoded into three categories : iess than high school, high school,

and 1+ years of callege. Weeks unemployed were recoded inta t~vo categories : less than 5 weelcs,

and S+ weeks .

WEIGHTIN G

In the analyses that follow the sarnple weight for the year in which the latest measure in th e

analysis was taken is used. For exarnp~e, in tables relating risk measures (taken in 19b6) to

socioeconornic attainrnent measures taken in 1981, the 1481 weight is used . This is in accordance

with recomrnended procedures from Ohio state regarding weighting for data from multiple years

(NLS Users Guide,1993, p . 31}. In analyses invalving age specific measures (e .g., age 29), the weight

from the year in which the respondent was age 29 is used.
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DESCRIPTIVE ANAL1'SES

These descriptive analyses have two broad goals . The ~rst purpose is to evaluate the

appropriateness of the categarization of the rneasures of risk, soeial capital, early mis-steps, and adult

achievement. To what degree is each risk measure associated with lower adult socioeconomic

attainrnent? Which of the social capital rneasures improve adult achievement? Are the m~s-step

measures really rnis-steps (i .e . do they negatively impact adult achiev~rnent)? Which of the early life

course measures forrn part of the pathway leading fro .m risk to achievernent for at-risk males? How

well do the operationalized rneasures of adult achievement function as achievernent rneasures? Thes c

questions are explared here in a bivariate context, and will be pur s ued in mo re dep th with

rnultivariate analyses in tlae next chapter .

The second and equally impartant purpose is to exarnine the distribution of these

characteristics across the population. Who is identitied as at-risk by our measures? To what extent

do those at risk have aceess to the potentially positive infiuences of ~arious sorts of social capital?

What proportian of youth (bath at-risk and not at-risk} experience early mis-steps and other

impartant life course events which may impact adult achievement? What proportion of at-risk youth

achieve as adults? It is as important to know wha is affected by these factors as it is to know how

their lives are affected by them .

Analysis results are presented in summary tables that appear in the body of the chapter, and

in detailed tables that are grouped at the end of the chapter . Surnmary tables inciicate whether there

is a signifieant relationship between varia6les {e .g., between each ris~ factor and each measure of

adult attainrnent) and the direction of that relat[onship . The detailed tables contain both

crosstabulations with percent distributions across categories and, when continuous variables are

involved, group rneans . Appropriate tests of significance are reported . For tables that include

measures of adult achievement {all of which are continuous), these variables are redefined into two

or three ordered eategories and crass-tabulations are presented in order to explore varia~le

relationships ak distinet levels of positzve aclaievetnent. Qur text will concentrate on information

c~ntained in the su~nrnary tables, and highlight trends found in the rnore detailed tables .
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WHO IS AT-R I SK?

Table One shows the percent of young white and African-American men of this cohort who

were at-risk according to each of the six single item rneasures of risk . In this anc~ subsequent tables,

the at-risk group is always the second category listed under each row variable heading . In assessing

the overall importance of these risk factors, one must know both their relation ta adult achievement

and the proportion of the populatian affected by thern . We begin by investigating the latter .

In addition, two multi-item measures of risk are examined. In recent years a great deal of

attention has been given to the ~urnulative irnpact of multi~le risl{s on the health, well-being and

attainment of children and youth (Smith and Zasl~w forthcorning, Maore, Nord and Peterson 1959) .

The first measure identifies young men from families headed by single parents with less than a high

sehool education . The second is a risk scale, a simple additive measure af the five farnily-based single

item risk measures?

William Julius Wilson has argued that, while the signi~cance of racism was dec~in~ng as a

factor determining the achievement of Atrican-Americans, it had left a legacy of ciass and status

disad~antages which cantinued to put black people at great disadvantage relative ta whites ~Wiison

1978) . Table One clearly documents the extent of this relative disadvantage. Across the siat single-

item measures of risk, the proportion of at-risk African-American males ranged from a low of 37

percent (living with fewer than two parents), to a high of 75 percent {families below 150% of the

poverty line}. By contrast, the proportion of whites at-risk ranged from 10 percent who were living

with fewer than two parents, to 33 percent whase parents had less than a high school degree . For

four of the six measures, rnore than 50 percent of African-AmerSCan males were classified as at-risk .

By contrast, one quarter or fewer whites were so classified for four af the si~c measures .

The unequai expasure to risk by race is even clearer when one exarnines the multiple risk

measures . Only six percent of all white mates came from Eamilies headed by a single parent lackin g

ZCentral city residence was not included in the risl~ scale because later analyses revealed that it

was most often related to positive rather than negative adult ac~ievement .
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TABLE 1
INC IDENC E OF R I SK : VAR IAT I ONS BY DEF I N I TION OF RISK AND RAC E

RISK STA7US WHITE AFRICAN-AMERICAN

Family Structure at Age 1 4
2 Parents 90% 63%
< 2 Parents 10°fo 37%
Unw~ighted N 1529 71 1

Number of Siblings
0-3 70% 37%
4+ 30% 63%
lJnweighted N 1512 703

ParenYS Education
High School + 67% 48%
~ High School 33% 52%
Unweighted N 1534 791

Occupational SE I
of Household Hea d
at Age 14
Nof Low 84% 48%
Low ~6% 52%
Unweighfed N 1428 599

Family Poverty Rati o
150 + i~ercent 77% 25%
< 150 Percent 23% 75%
Unweighted N 1433 680

Place of Residenc e
~utside Cenfral City 75% 52%
Inside Central City 25% 48%

Unweighted N 1534 71 1

Single Parent with
< High Schoo l

EduCatio n
No 94% 68%
Yes 6% 32%

llnweighted N 1534 711

Scale of Risk '
D Risk 42% 5%
1 Risks 28°/a 12%
2 Risks 15% 17%
3 Risks 10% 29%

4 Risks 5% 30%
5 Risks 0% 7%

Unwei hted N 1522 704

" Centra E city residence not included as a component of the risk scale .
Sampl e: Males ages 14-17 and living at home at time of initia k survey , NLS-M



a high school degree, compared to one third of all African-American males . The additive risk scale

shows that ~2 percent of all whites had zero risks compared to only five perce~t of African-

Amerieans . At the other ena of the scale, five percent of whites had four or rnore risks compared

to 37 pereent of African-Americans .

These datapowerfully demonstrate that African-American rnales of this cahort were far more

likely than whites to come from backgrounds which could liznit their aehievement as adults . These

y~ung mcn grew ap dur~ng the 146[?s, nearly t~ree decad~s agQ. Since that time, the proportion af

thase at-risk has changed for both race groups, increasing for same measures (e .g. the proportion

living in single-parent farnilies) and decreasing for others (e .g. the proportion with four ar rnore

si~lings or with parents who lack a high school degree) . Though evidence indicates that AErican-

Americans have clased the gap somewhat for sorne rneasures of risk, the gap is still very large

(Farley and AIlen, 1984) . Many, in fact, argue that the intervening period has seen substantial

increases in the size of the multiply-disadvantaged black underclass (Wilson 1987, Lemann 19Sb) .

Table Two shows the average number of additional risk factors for youth de~ned as at-risk

and not at-risk by each of the single item measures 3 For each at-risk group, the number shown

reflects the average nurnber o~ risk groups chat they faLI into in addition to their own.

'This table allows us to look at the extent to which those with any particu~ar risk are more

likely to suffer fram other risk factoxs compared with those outside the risk graup, and whethe .r

certain single-itern measures are associated with higher levets of multiple risk than others . In

addition, it allows us to see whether the race differences in exposure to ~nultiple risks deereases

among those who have at least on risk factor .

For bath race groups, those with a single risk factar were likely to suffer rnultiple risks . Far

example, those from familzes with incomes below 150 percEnt of the poverty liz~e had on average 1 .6

additional risks for whites and 2 .4 additional risks ~~r African-Arnericans . In addition, those within

any particular risk group were more likely than those in the nat at-risk group to suffer from ather

risk factars .

'Central city residence is not included in the risk totals for reasons outlined above .

18



TA B LE 2
AVERAGE NUMB ER OF ADDITIONAL RISK FACTORS A MaNG AT-RISK AND N OT AT-RISK

YOUTH : VARIATiONS BY DEFINITION AND RAC~ *

RISK STATUS WHITE AFRICAN-AMERICAN RACE GROUP DiFFPRENC E

Fa mily Siructure at Age 1 4
2 Parents 0.9 2.~4 +~. 3
< 2 Parents 1.6 2.7 +1. 1

Numher of Sibling s
0-3 0.6 2A +1. 4
4+ 1.2 2.4 +12

Pareni's Educafio n
High SChool + a.5 1.5 f~. D
< High School 1.3 2. 4 + 1 . 1

Occupat ional 5E I
of Ho~sehold H ead
at Age 1 4

NoiLow U.7 2.0 +~. 3
Low 1.5 2.6 + 1 . 1

Fam ily Poverty Rafio
150 + Percent 4.6 1.6 +1. 0
~ 150 Percen t 1.6 2.4 +0. 8

" Central city residenc e not included as a component of the risk scale .
Sa mp le : Males ages 74-1 7 and living at h ome at ii me of ini ti al surv ey, NL S-M



Though some rneasures were associated with more total risks than others, no rneasure had

particularly high numbers of risks associated with it relative to the others. For both races, those from

single parent families sho~ued tt~e highest average number of additional risks . Differences across risk

groups were not great, however, ranging frorn 1 .2 to 1 .C additional risks for whites, and from 2.4 to

2.7 for African-Atnericans .

For four of the five risk rneasures, the differc~ce across race groups in average number of

ad.ditional risks was srnaller for those in the at-risk group (see column three) . The differences were

generally small, however, indicating that race differences in total expasure to risk remain strong even

arnong those within a particular risK group.

RISK GROUPS A1~D ADULT ACHIEVEMENT.

To quaiify as a risk factor, one must be able to demonstrate that the measure is somehow

related to some undesirable outcorne or outcomes . Table Three summarizes the pattern of significant

bivariate relationships found between each af the risk measures and seven rneasures of adult

socioeconomic attainment measured at or around age 29 . These measures include educatianal

attainrnent, four incnrne-related measures (hourly wage, yearly earnings, net farnily income, and net

farnily assets), a measure of occupational status, and the nurnber of weeks ~nemployed in the

previous year . 5igni~canee is determined at the .OS level by t-tests on the difference between rneans

for at-risk and not at-risk group for each measure of risk .

Based on this table a global evaluation of each risk measure can be perforrned, noting the

extent to which it predicts to lesser achievement across the seven outcome measures . Factors

representing true risks to adult socioeconomic attainrnent should predict to a variety o~ attainment

measures. We are also interest~d to exarnine the overal~ sensitivity of particular achievement

measures to the indicators of risk. Such inforrnation is important substantively and will help in

deciding on a su6set of outcomes to pursue in the multi-variate analyses .

In addition, we are interested in bath the actuai levels of achievement among at -risk youth

and the s ize of the achievernent penalty associated with each significant risk measure . Tables Ten
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TAB LE 3
SUMMARY TABLE O F SIG NIFICA NT RELATIONS B ETWE~N MEASU RE S OF AD ULT SOCIO E CO N O MiC ATTAINMfNT AND

MEASURES aF RIS K

(Summary of Tables iU -7G }

Edu cational Yearly Net Family Ineame Net Family As s et s O c cupationa l Statu s Weeks Unemplayed
Attainment, A e 29 HouNy Wage, {~q e 29 Earni ngs Age 29 1981 (Ages 293 2 1 981 (A es 2 9 ~2) (SEI } Ag e 29 1961 A es 29~2)

AFIZICAN- AFRICAN- AFRICAN- ,qp~tICAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN -RlSK STATUS WHITE AMERICAN 1 NHlTE ANlERICAN WHI7E AMERICAN WNRE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAN WNITE AMERICAN WHI7E AMERICAN

Fa m ily Structure at Age l 4 - -- 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0
2 parents
< 2 Parents

Number of Siblings - - - 0 4 a --- - D b - --- D 0
0-3
4+

Par etrt's Ed uptio n --- - - 0 D 0 --- 0 0 D - - - 0 D
High Schov l +
< High Sch oa l

Occ up ati o na l SE I
' of Househald Head -- -- 0 0 4 a a 0 0 0 - --- 0 -
at Age 1 4

Not Low
Low

Famify Poverty Ratio -- - --- --- - -- - --- 0 0 - -- 0 0
1 5 0 + p ercent
~ 150 P ercent

Plaoe af Residence p + a +
~trtsi de Centra~ C ity
Inside Central City a + p + + + o D 0 0

Single Parem with
! < High Schoo l

Education --- - 0 o 0 - 0 0 0 0 -- 0 0 -
No
Yes

5cale o f Ri s k T __ _ ~ ~ ~ __ U 0 ❑ --- - p ~
0 Ris k
~-3 Risk s
A + R isks

S am ple: Ma les a g es 14- 1 7 and l ivi ng at home at G me of mit ia l s urve y , N LS-M. += Posit ive re lation, A5 leve f
Saurce : Chi ld Trends, [na, Washingto n, ~C - = N egat ive re latlon , .05 leve l

0 = No re lation, .0 5 leve l



through Sixtee~ (locatec~ at the end of this chapter) offer both mean outcorne levels for at-risk and

not at-risk youth, and erosstabulations between risk measures and achievement measures coc~ed into

ordered categories reflecting the perccnt o£ at-risk youth achieving greater and Lesser levels of

attainrnent .

As can be seen in Table Three, there is a great deal of variation in the degree of sensitivity

ofvarious risk measures to the outcorne rneasures of adult achievement . The most une~e~ted results

come from the central city residence measure . For African-American rnales, residence in a eentral

city as a youth was ,~ositivelv associated with four of the se~en rneasures of adult attainment . For

whites, it was positively associated with higher earnings only . This variable aeted as a risk factor only

for the weeks unemployed outcome, and then anly for the African-American sample . These positive

results may be due, at least in part, to the fact that central city residents had fewer of the other risk

factars than those living e~sewhere, particularly far African-Americans (see Table Two). This

measure may yet prove to be a risk factor once other background characteristics are controlled, as

they will be in the multivariate analyses featured in the next chapter .

For twc~ of the outcome rneasures (net family assets and weeks unempl~yed) risk rneasures

are virtually never significantly related, at least not in the cxpected direction . Across tk~e five

remaining outcomes, the family poverty ratio and the additive scale of risk are the rneasures most

consistently associated with lower adult achievement . Family poverty is significantly related to all five

of these outcomes for both races . The risk scale also associated with all five outcomes for white

rnales, and with four of ~ve outcomes for African-Arnerican males (the ftfth, net family incotne, was

associated at tfie .lO level) .

Three of the risk rneasures (having fewer than two parents, low parental occupati~nal

attainment, and having a singie parent with less than a high school education) were associated with

only one or two achievernent rneasures each . The rernaining two measures (having four or more

siblings and having parents with less than a high school education} were associated with four

outcomes £or whites, and two to three outcomes for African-Americans .

As general indicators of risk, the poverty ratio and the additive scale are clearly the strongest

measures. These would be the preEerred candic~ates if one were looking far a single summary
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indicator of risk to positive adult socioeconomic attainment . The relatively weak showing for the

single parent risk measure is surprising, particularly given the attention it has been given as a central

source of difficulty within the African-Arnerican cornmunity (Moynihan 1965, Murray 1984) .

With minor exceptions (e .g., the central city residence measure), the risk measures acted

similarly for bath race groups . Sorne rneasures were ~ess likely to show significant effects for African-

Arnericans. F~amination of the difference in the means b~tween at-risk and not at-risk groups in

such cases revealcd sizeable but nan-signiticant differences for the African-American sample,

indicating that the lack of significance may have been the result of smaller sarnple s2ze . This issue

of whether risk factors effect the races differently will be taken up in more detail in the multi-variate

analyses presented in Chapter Two .

As can be seen in Table Three, there is a great deal of variation in the avera~l sensitivity of

outcorne measures to the risk factors . Eciucatianal attainment and occupational status (columns ane

aad six) were associated in the expeeted direction with nearly all of the risk measures, both single

and rnulti-item. This was true for both race groups . At th~ ot~er extreme, net farnily assets (colurnn

five) was not significantly related ta any of the risl~ rneasures for either race group (though some

were related at the .10 level for whites) . For whites, there were no significant relations to the weeks

unernployed outcome (colurnn seven) . For Afric;an-American males, there is the unexpeeted result

that several risk rneasures are actually assoeiated with fewer weeks of uncmployment (as denoted

by the minus signs) . Only central ciry residence is associated with more weeks unernployed . The

rernaining outcome measures {hour~y wage, yearly earnings and net family income) were sensit~ve

to some risk measures and not to others .

These analyses were also run for selected risk measures on outcomes measured at or around

age 35. The ris~ measures used include having fewer than two parents, four or more siblings,

par~nts with less than a high schaol degree, and having a single parent with less than a high school

degree. The results, and their age 29 cnunterparts, are sumrnari~ed in Tat~le Four . A systernatic

comparison between age 29 and age 35 outcornes indicates that the risk-achievement relationship

rernains strong for the educatian and occupational status measures at age 35, and stre~agthens

considerably €or all income-relatec~ achievement rneasures (hour~y wages, yearly earnings, net family

income, and net farnily assets) . Out of a total of s'v~teen relationships, the nurnber of significan t
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TABLE 4
SUMMARY TASLE OF SICaNIFICANT RELA7 10NS BETWEEN MEASURES OF RISK A~ID MEASURES OF ADULT SOCIOECONOMIC ATTAINM~NT :

COMPAI21SOk OF OUTCOMES MEASUREO AROUND AGES 29 AND 3 5

{Summary of Tables 17-23 )

Educational Yeariy Net Family Incame Net amily Assets Occupationa ! 5tatus Weeks nemployed

Attainment , A e 35 Hourl Wa e, A e 35 Earnin s A e 35 1981 A es 34-39 1981 A es 34 -39 5EI) A e 35 1981 A es 3439~
AFRICAN- AFRtGAN- AFRICAN - AFRICAN• AFRICAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN -

I$K $TATUS WHITE AMERICAN WHITE AMER4CAN WHITE AMERICAN WHITE AMERIGAN WHITE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAM WFiITE AMEi21CAN

am ily St rucl ure at Age 14 --- 0 --- D --- 0 --- 0 --- o --- 0 0 0

? P arents
~ 2 Parents

umber of Siblings --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- o --- -- o 0
0- 3
4+

aren t's Ed ucal ion --- --- - -- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- + --
Hi g h School +
~ Hig h School

ngle Parent with
~High School
~ucation - --- -- --- - 0 --- --- 0 0 --- --- 0 0
No
Ye s

Eti ucationa Yearly Net Fam i ly Incorne Net F am t y A sseks O ccupational Statas Week s nemployed
Attainm e nt, A e 29 Houri Wa e, A e 29 Earnin s A e 29 1981 { A es 29 1981 A es 29 (SEI ) A e 29 1981 A es 29

AFRICAN - AFRI GAN - AFRICAN• AFRICAN- AFRIGAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN -
RISK STATUS WHITE AMERIGAM WHITE AMERIGAN WHITE AMERICAN WHI TE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAM WHITE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICA N
Family Structure at Age 14 --- --- 0 0 0 --- 4 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0

2 P are nis
~ 2 Parents

N umber of Si bl in gs --- --- --- 0 0 0 --- --- 0 0 --- --- 0 0
0-3
4+

Parenfs Education --- --- -- 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0 --- --- 0 0
High Schoal +

< H igh School ~

Single ? arent with --- --- 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0
~High School

Ed u catio n
No
Yes

Sample : M ales ages 1 4-17 and li~inq at hom e at time ot initial sunrey, N LS- M . + = Positive relalion, .05 level
Source: Child Trends, Inc„ Washington, DC -= Negative reiation, .05 leve l

0 = No relation, A5 [evel



relationships between risk anc~ income measures increases from four to fifteen for whites, and from

three to nine for African -American men . One might have expected the rc~ationship between the

baekground characteristics of youth and adult achievement to decay as the yaung men became older,

s imply because of the increase in the number of intervening events which can affect attainment .

Instead, it appear s that the full impact of risk factors only become evident as men begin to ent G r

their peak earning yea. rs .

The costs associated with being at-risk can be substantial . For example, whites with parents

lacking high school educations cornpleted 1 .8 fewer ycars af education than those with bctter

educated parents ; African-American men from such farnilies cornpleted 1 .3 fewer years (see Table

T~n). Whites from low incotne families (~ 150% poverty) earn $1 .40 per hour and $3000 per year

less at age 29 than those from other farnilies . For black men the differences are $3 .00 per hour and

$6500 per year (see Tables Eleven and Twelve} .

Nevertheless, at-risk yauth are by na rneans destined ta fail as adu[ts ; far frorn it . White at-

risk yauth cornpleted on average between 12 .0 and #3.1 years of education, depending on the risk

measure considered . Between 72 pereent and 89 percent of them cornpleted high school, and

between one quarter and one ~alf completed one ar rnore years af college (see Table Ten) . Between

70 and 75 percent of all black at-risk yanth completed high school, and 27 to 35 percent eompleted

one or rnore years of college .

The record of positive achievement arnong at-risk youth is maintained across the remaining

measures flf adult achievement for white men . For African-American at-risk youth, however, the

levels of positive achievernent are lnore t~odest for the rennaining measures, but this appears ta be

due to greater racial disparities in the areas of income and oeeupational status rather than to the

effects of risk per-se . For exaxnpl~, among those from Low incorne farc~ilies, Z4 percent of whites

attained "high" earnings cornpared to 7 percent of African-Arnerican rnen, "high" being defined as

in the top population quari~le of earnings for all males at age 29 (see Table Twelve) . Arnong

Afriean-.4rnerican men w~o did not corne frorn low incorne familzes, 19 percent achieved high

earnings . Whi~e this represents a considera~le irnprovement over the black risk group, it is stili less

than that achieved by whites who were at-risk .
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WHO HAS ACCESS T O S U C~iAL CAPITAL?

In this section ~ve exp~ore vvhether at-xisk youth have less acccss to sa~ial capitai than non

at-risk youth, as well as the absolute amounts of soczal capital available to them .

Four measures of social capital are analyzed :

~ number of types of reading materials in the household at age 14 (newspapers,

rnagazines, library card);

• degree of parental encouragement to continue ed~cation past high school ;

° degree of teacher encouragement to continue education past high school ;

• degree of residential stability while growing up.

Ta~le Five provides a sumrnary of the relationshi~s between these measures of social eapital

and the rneasures of risk . Significant relationships were deterrnined at the .OS level using Chi square

analyses . For both race groups, the reading materials measure was significantly related to all risk

measures (with the exception of central city residence), with at-risk youth exposed to fewer reading

rtiaterials in the home. The difference in levels of access was often substantial . For example, using

parental education as a ris~ rneasure, 40 percent of white at-risk youth were exposed to all three

kinds af reading rnaterial, compared to 76 percent for those not at-risk . For African-American tnen

comparable numbers were 19 pereent and 56 pereent . Fifty-Faur percent of African-American male

youth and 25 percent of white males who were at-risk by this definition had access to zero or one

types of reading rnaterials (see Table Twenty-four) .

Parental and teacher encouragement were significantty associated with rnost measures of

achievement for whites, with those at-risk recei~ing less encouragement than those not at-risk .

Differenees between at-risk and not ar-risk white youth in the percent receiving "mueh° parental

encouragement were as large as 20 percentage points for the single item measures of risk, and over

30 points cornparing the extreme groups an the risk scale (see Table Twenty-five) . Differences

regarding the receipt of "rnuch" encouragement frorn teachers were rnore rnadest, generally around

10 percentage points (see Table Twenty-six) . For African-Arnerican males there were na significant

differences between at-risk and not at-risk youth in access ta either parental or teacher

encouragement .
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TA B LE 5
WHO HAS ACCESS TO SOGIAL CAPi3'AL: VARIATIO N S BY RISK AND RAC E

(Summary of Tahles 24 - 27y

um r o ypes of Reading Parental Encouragement to eae er ncouragement o es~ entia ta i ity :
Materials in the Home at A e 14 ontinue Education Past Hi h 5chool ontinue Education Past Hi h Schoo l

RISK STATUS WHITE AFRICAN - AMERICAN WHITE AFRIGAN- AMERICAN WFiITE AFRICAN - AMERICAI~ WHI7E AFRICAN - AMERICA N

Family Structu re a t Ag e 1 -- --- --- 0 --- 0 --- 0
2 Paren ts
< 2 Parents

Numbe r o f Si b li ngs --- --- --- 0 -- 4 0 0
0-3
4 +

Pa ren Ys E d uca t ion --- --- --- 0 --- 0 0 0
Hi gh 5chool +
~ H ig h Sc h o o l

O ccu p a ti anal S~ I
of Ho usehold He ad --- --- --- 0 0 0 + 0
at Age 1 4

Not Low
Low

Fa mily Pove riy Raiio --- -- --- 0 --- 0 0 0
150 + Percent
~ 1 5 0 Percent

Pl ace of R esi dence D 0
O u tsi d e Ce n tra l City
Insi d e Cen tr a l Ci ry 0 + 0 0 0 0

Sing le Parent with
< H igh Sch aol ,

Edu cation -- --- --- 0 0 D 0 0
No
Yes

Scale of Risk - -- --- 0 -- 0 0 0
0 R isk
1- 3 R is Ks
4 + Risks

Sampl e : M al es a ges 147 7 and li ving at home at time of initial survey, N L S-M. += Posifi ~e relati on , .05 level

S ource: C hil d Trends , Inc ., Wash i ngton, DC - = Ne gative rela tion , . 05 level

0 = No re laEion , .051e~e1



At-risk youth af hoth races had access to a substaniial amount of parentat encouragement .

Farty to fifry percent of white at-risk rnales received "much" encowageanent from tlaeir parents to

continue their education past high school ; over three quarters received at least some encourag~ment,

At-risk African-American males received even more encouragement than their white counterparts,

with 50 to b0 percent recei~ing "much" encouragement, a level equal to that received by the not at-

risk of either race {Tab~e Twenty-five) . This finding may possibly reflect a belief ~ithin the African-

American cornmunity that educatian is a primary road to success for their young men and worncn .

It indicates that parents in black families af this geneXation rnay have kollowed a strategy that

attempted to substitute social capital for human and financial ~apital resources .

Forty-three percent of whites and 41 percent of African-American male yQUth receive d

"much" teacher encouragement . The perccnt of at-risk youth reeeiving rnuch teacher eneouragemen t

never went below 32 percent for whites, and 35 percent for blacks (Table Ttiventy-six) .

Residential stability was never significantly related to risk status for the African-America n

grQU~. For whites, thQSe from farnilies with fewer than two parents were slightly less stab~e than

those with two parents, and those frorn law occupatianal status families were slightly more stabie

than thase from other families (see Tab(e Twenty-seven) . Approximately one half of the white

sample and 70 percer►t of the black sample were residentially stable by this measures, having never

moved out of their county of birth by 196b {ages 14-17) . Tt as unclear why whites shauld have been

rnore mabile than blacks .

Su~tnmarv . Certain forms of soc ial capital were clearly less availabl e to at-risk youth. T~ is was

true of reacling materials for both races, and for both parental and teacher encouragement for white

male youth . The good news is that many forms of social capital a re equally or nearly equal~y

available to bath at-risk and not at-risk youth, particuiarly for Afriean-l~rnerican men . This i s

important, because it rneans that at-risk farnil#es who may be lacking in financial ar human capital

can still draw upon a stock of social capital ta irnprove the tong-term prospects for their sons .

Finally, some forms of soc[at capital were rnore available to one race than another, even after

controlling for risk status . African-American youth had substantially less exposure to reading

rnaterials in the horne, but were rnore residentially staUle than white youth .
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WHAT IS THE WORTH OF SOCIAL CAPITAL?

For our purposes, sociai capital only functians as capital to tne extent that it is significantly

and positively associated with measures of adult socioeconornic attainrnent . Table Six provides a

surnmary of the bi-variate relationships existing between the faur social capital rneasures and the

measures of adult attainment . Significance is determaned at the .OS lcvet, and is based on t-tests for

the difference between means of t~e low and high categories of each sacial capital rneasure . More

detailed statistical camparisons are displayed in Tables Twenty-eight through Thirty-faur at the end

of the chapter .

For three of the social capital rneasures, those related to reading materials in the hozne,

parental and teacher encouragement, there is a consistent and positive re~ation to measures of adult

attainment with the exceptifln of the °weeks unemployed" outc;ome. For weeks unernployed only one

significant relation was uncovered, and that relation andicated that blacks with greater exposure to

reading materials were likely to be unemployed for more weeks at age 29 than thase wit~ few or no

reading materials in the horne.

For whites, parental encouragement is positively associated with all s~ of the remaining

attainment measures ; teacher encouragement and r~ading materials are each associated with five

measures of attainment . For African-American rnales, teacher encouragement is the rnost

consistently associated with positiv~ achieve~nent, being positively associated with all six of the

remaining attainment measures . Reading materials in the horne is positively associated with four

outcomes, and parental encouragernent with three (educational attainment, yearly earnings, and

occupational status) .

The residential stability measure was never significantly related to adult attainment measures

for African-Aar~ericans . For whites, greater residential stability was actuatly assaciated with lower

accupational status attainment, was related to farnily assets in a cur~ilinear fashion, and was not

significantly related to the rernaining attainrnent measures . Counier to what one would expect based

on Coleman's work, residential stabitity as measured here does not appear to operate as a form of

social capital where adult socioeconornic attainment is concerned. Adrnittedly, however, this rneasure

does not capture multiple moves (emphasized by Colesnan), nor does it reflect intra-county moves .
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TAB LE 6
SUMMARY TABL E OF SIG N IFICANT REL ATION5 BE TWEE N SOCIAL C AP ITAL A ND MEASU RE S OF ADULT SOCIOECO N OMIC Al"rA INM EI3T A ND

MEASURES OF RIS K

(Su mmary of Tah le s 2 8 34)

Educational Yearly Net Family Income Net Fam ily Assets Occupational Status eeks Unesnployed
Attainment, Age 24 Hourly Wage, Age 29 Earnings A e 29 1981 A es 29~2 ~981 A es 2932 i, (SEI) Age 29 1961 (Ages 2932 )

AFRICAN- AFR fCAN- AFR ICAN- AFR iCAN- AFRICAN- A FR ICAN- kFRICAN-
RISK STATUS WH IT E AMERICAN WH ITE AMERI CAN W H ITE qME~~Gq~ WHI TE ,a,M E RI CAN WHITE AM ER ICAN WH I TE AME RIC AN WH ITE AMERICAN

ypes of Reading Maferials + + + 0 0 + + + + p + + p +
in the Ho~te at P`qe 1 4

0- 1
2
3

i

Parental Encoursgement + + + 0 + + + 0 + 0 + + 0 0
a Continue Education

Mue h
Som e
Non e

eacher Encouragement + + + + + + + + 0 + + + 0 a
o Continue Educatio n

~Auc h
Som e
None

~
Residential Stabilityr While
Growing 0 0 D 0 0 0 D 0 " 0 - 0 0 0 ~

< 1 Year
1 + Years
Entire Life

~

Sample : Maies ages 1417 and liv i ng at hame at ti me of ini tial surve y, NLS- M. += pas i6ve re lation , .OS l evel
Sou rce: Chiid Trends, Inc., Washington, OC -= Nega4ve r e lation, .OS lave l

0 = No relaYion , .OS level



Ana~yses with more finely detailed mobility informatiot~ are needed to furt~ter evaluate residential

stabili ty as a social capi ta l concept .

A review of the numbers associated in Tables Twenty-eight through Thirty-four demonstrates

that the thase who were ric~ in social capital in yoUth attain far more as adults . For example,

compared to those who had 0-1 types of reading materials in the home, whites who were exposed

to a11 three types of reading materials attained an additional 1 .8 years of education (Table Twenty-

eight), $7200 in ~amily inccame (Tal~le Thirty-one,) and had accupatians of ~uch higher status (with

Duncan scozes of 47 versus 33 on a scale ranging from 1 to 99) . The gains far blacks rich in this

forrn of social capital were only slightty r~ore madest . Contrasts between extreme categories for

parental and teacher encauragement show effects similar in rnagnitude to those for the reading

materials measure, with those in the highest category showing very comparable absolute lev~ls of

achievement across significantly related social eapital rneasures .

For the majority of cases where ther~ are significant relationships between soGial capital an d

achievernent measures, those falling into the rniddle category af the social capital mea~ure (i .e ., those

with two types of reading materials, those receiving "some" as opposcd to "much" ar "no" parental

or teacher encouragement) show achievement levels roug~a(y half way between the extremc

categories . For exam~le, whites receiving no parental encouragement attain 12.1 years of education

on average, compared to 13 .4 years for those receiving "some" encouragement and 1~ .4 years for

those receiving "much" encouragement (Table Twenty-eight) . The only outcome for which this does

not seetn to hold true is the hourly wage, where the c~ritical dif~erence seems to be any versus na

social capital (though only for whites, since there were no signi~cant relationships for 6lacks) (Table

Twe~ary-nine) . T't~ese 6ndings have important policy irnplications, indicating as they do that some

social capital is better than none, and more is generally better than sUme .

The sociat capital-adult achievement relationship was also explored for outcomes rneasured

at or around age 35 to see whether the pattern or strength of relationships changed at oZder ages .

Tab~e Seven is a summary of the results of these analyses, comparing results at ages 29 and 35 .

Detailed nu~nerical results for age 35 outcomes ean be found in Tables Thirty-five thraugh Forty-

one. The residential stability variabte was not included here as it was generally not available for those

in the sarnple used to generate data for the age 35 outcames .
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TA B LE 7
SUMMARY TA BLE OF SIG N IFICA NT RELATIOMS BET W EE M SELECTE~ M EASURES OF SOCIAL CAP ITAL AND M EASURES OF 50CIQEG~ N Q MIC ATTAI NMENT :

CO MPARISON OF OLITCO M ES M EASURED A ROU N D AGE5 29 AN~ 35

( S u mmary o f Tabl es 28- 34 and 35- 47 )

Education Yea rly et Fam i ly Ihcome Net F am i ly Assets Oc cupational Status W e eks Un employe
Attainment, A e 35 € Hourl Wa e , A e 35 Earn in s A e 35 1981 A es 34-39 ) 198 1 (A es 34-39 SEI A e 35 1961 A e s 34 -3 9

AFRI C AN- AFRICAN- AFRICAN - AFR ICAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN - AFRICAN-
RI S K S TAT US WHI TE AMERfCAN WN I TE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAN WHIT E AMERICAN WM IT E AMERICAN WHITE AMERIGAN

Types nf Reading MeteriaE s
in the Home at Age 14 + + + + + + + + + + + + 0 0

0- 1
2 I
3

P arental Encourag e ment
to Continue Education + + + 0 + 0 + + + p + + + p

Much
Som e
Non e

eaohe r Encouragement
o Continue Education + + + + + + + + + p + + + p

M uc h
Some
Non e

i _

Education early N e t Fam i ly ncome Net Family Assets ccup ationaf Status Weeks Unemployed
Atta inment, A e 29 H ourl Wa e, A e 29 Earnin s A e 2S 1981 A es 29-3 2) 1981 A es 29-32 (SEI) A e 29 1 967 (A es 2 s-3 2

AFRI GAN - AFR ICAN- AFRfCAN - AFRICAN • AFRICAN - AFRICAN - AFR ICAN-
RISK STATUS WH ITE AMERIGAN WNITE AMERICAN W F iITE AMERICAN WHI7E AMERICAN WHITE AMERIGpN WHITE AMERICAN WHI TE AMERICAN

Types of Reading M aterials
in the Home at Age 74 + + + 0 0 + + + + p + + p +

0- 1
2
3

ParentaE Encouragement
o Contin ue Educatian + + + 0 + + + p + 0 + + q p

Muc h
Som e
None

Teacher Encouragement
;to Continue Eduration + + + + + + + + p + + + D D

Muc h
5om e
None

Sample : M ales ages 14-7 7 an d liv ing at home at ti ma of ini~ia l survey , NLS-M. + = pos il ive relai'E On, .O 5 le vel
Source: C hild Tra nds, Ina, Was hington, pC -= Nega t ive relation , .051evel

0 = l V o relatio n, .OS level



The pattern of relatianships involving outcomes areasured at the older ages is very sirnilar

to those rneasured at or around age 29. The absolute size of the differences between low and high

social capital groups are often substantially larger for the income-related and occupation measures

taken at ar around age 35, and are sirnilar for the educational attalnment meas~re . This is not

surprising, since both wages and occupational status continue to rise general(y between ages 29 and

35, whereas educational attainment does not .

Surnmarv. These analyses reveal strong bivariate relationships between three of the social

~apital measures and the various measures of adult socioeconamic attainment . This indicates that

social capital may operate as a powerful protective factor irnproving the levels of positive

achievernent among at-risk youth . The independent c;ontributions of the social capital measures (net

of each other and net af risk factors} will be explored in the muitivariate analyses in the next

chapter . Residential stability was not positively associat~d with adult achievement in these bi~ariatc

analyses .

THE PATHWAY FROM YOUTH TO ADULTHUOD : MIS-STEPS AND MIDDLE STEP5 .

The pathway from youth to adulthood is comprised of many important events which can

prflfoundly influence later achievement . In addition, events in earlq adulthood may forrn part a

eausal pathway rnediating the relationship of the risk and social capital ~actors of ane's youth to

socioeconornic attainment in later adulthood .

As discussed earlier, five measures representing important elernents of inen's life course path

between youth and adulthood ~ave been chosen for analysis. Three are measures af early mis-steps,

consisting of unstable employrnent (not in school and not working for 26 or more out of 52 weeks),

late graduation frorn high schoal4 (age 19 or older), and early rnarriage (before age 20) . The twa

remaining ~neasures (which have been [abeled sirnply rniddle-steps} indicate whether one has ever

received occupational training or served in the armeci tbrces by age Z6. Oeeupational training ha s

4Note that the analyses of late high school graduation reported here and represented in tables
8 and 42 compare on tirne with late graduates only, and do not include those who never graduated
from high school .
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been included because it has figured so prominently in policy solutions to the employmtent probleta~s

of at-risk youth (Anderso~ and Sawhill, 1980) . Military service is includcd because it was such a

~ommon and potentially powerful experience for this generation of yaung men awing to thc draft

and the Viet Narn war .

Seve ra~ questions gu i de the descrip t ive analysis of these measures .

Are those at-risk tttore 1 i l~ely to experience these events, par ticularl y the rni s-

s teps?

What proportion of at -risk yo uth experience these event s ?̀

How are these events related to rneasures of adult socioeconornic attainment'?

Table Eight is a summary of t he re lationships be tween the l ife cou rse pathway rneasures and

the rneasures of r~sk. Significance is gauged ar t~e .OS ]evel, and is based on Chi square tests . It i s

expected that thase who eome from high risk backgrounds witl be rnore likely to experience ne~ative

mis-steps in early adulthood. It is a~so expected for at-risk youth to have been more likely to have

served in the arrned forces due to the availability of draft deferments for those who were attending

college. We have no specific expectatiot~s regarding the relationship of risk to oceupational training .

Selected risk factors were strongly related to delayed graduation from high sGhool for bot h

race groups . For whites, 43 pereent of high school graduates with parents lacking a high school

degree graduated late compared to 24 percent for those with more educated parents, a gap of 1 9

percentage points (Table Forty-two) . For African-Americans the gap is even larger at 23 percentage

points (52 vers~s 23 percent) . Tlte gaps are even ~arger between extreme categaries of the risk sca~ e

measure .

For the rema inita g life eourse measures, their re lationship to measures of risk were generally

not significant, and when signi~cant were relatively modest . For African-Arnerican rnales, there were

no significant relationships for the remaining ~ife course measures (unstable employrnenY, early

marriage, rnilitary service, and occupationai training) . For white males, the few sig~iticant

re3ationships showed generally sr3nall differences between at-r~sk and not at-risl~ youth. As a typical

example, 34 percent of those with parents lacking a high schaol education had ane or more ye .ars

of unstahle employment, versus 2'1 percent for those with rnore educated parents {see Table Forty-
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TABLE 8
SU MMARY TA BLE OF SIG NIFICAN7 RELATIDNS BETVYEEN RISK STATUS AN D EARLY LIFE COURSE OUTCdMES :

M ISSTEPS AND M IDDLE STEPS

(Summary of Tables 42 -46)

Mis-Ste s Midd le te
Late Nigh Sc hool Unstable Empl oyment Whethe r Ma rried Mil itary 5e rvice Recei~ed Occu pational

Graduation B A e 25 Before A e2D B A e 26 Train i n B A e 2fi
AFRICAN - AFRICAN- AFRICAN • AFRICAN- AFRICAN •

RlSK STATUS WHITE AMERICAN WNITE AMERICAN WHITE ~ AMERICAN WHITE AMERICAN WH I TE AMERI CA N

Family Structure at Age 14 p 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 Parents
< 2 Parent s

Number of Siblings + o + o --- a + o 0 0
0-3
q +

Parents Education + + + 0 --- 0 0 0 0 0
High School +
< H igh School

€
E

Occupationa! 5 E I
of H ouseho[d Head 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 D ~ 0 0 p
at Age 1 4

N ot Low
Law

~

Family Poverty Ratio + 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 SO + P ercent
< 150 P eroen t

Plece of Residence 0 0 0 0 D 0 0 p D D
O utside Centrel City
Inside Central Cit y

Single Parent wit h
~ High School

~Education 9 0 + 0 0 0 0 fl 0 U
N o
Yes

~
Scale o iRisK + + D 0 * 0 i ` 0 D D

0 Risk
1 -3 R isks
4 + Risks

Sample Malas ages 14 -1 7 and li ving a t home at ti me of in itia l su rvey, NLS-M. += Positive re letivn, .05 l evel

Source: Chiltl Trends, Ina, Wash ington, DC - = Megative rel alion, .OS leve l

0 = No relation, .OS level
' = Non linear relatlonship



three) . Using the same risk measure, 1S percent of at-risk youth were married early versus 7 percent

of those not at-risk (Table Forty-four) . VYhile this represents more than double the rate for at-risk

youth, the difference in absolute terms is small . The curvilinear relationship between the risk scalc

and early rnarriage for whites is notable, indicating that those with 1-3 risks are more likely to marsy

early than those with 0 risks or with 4 or rnore risks . It is likely that thase with the fewest risks are

delaying marriage on purpose, whereas those in the high risk category are not rnarrying early for laek

oF opportunity.

With the exception of delayed graduation from high school, and counter to ex~ectations, at-

risk yo uth a r e no t subs tantially rnare like ly to experience any of thcse life course events . The lack

of a relationship with unstable labor force participation is particularly puzzling gi~en that sueh a link

has been established eisewhere, though in research using inore recent data (Powers 1492, Brown

1993) .

A substantial proportion of both at-risk and not at-risk youth experienced delayed high

school graduation and period{s) of unstable employment . Twenty-nine percent of white high school

graduates and 44 percent of African-Arnerican high schoo( graduates graduated late, at age 19 or

older. For at-risk youth the proportions went as high as 49 percent for whites and 60 percent for

blacks among those with four or more risks on the risk scale (Table Forty-twQ) .

Twenty-nine percent of white rnales and 51 percent of African-American males hav e

experienced at least one year of unstable employment by age 2b (Table Forry-three) . Eight percent

of whites and 20 percent of blaeks had experienced two ar rnore years of unstable employrnent by

that age . The nurnbers for at-risk youth were in all cases very close to these population estirnates .

Early marriage was experienced by only 10 ~ercent of inen of both races (Table Forty-four) . For

white at-risk youth, as many as 15 percent married early . Estinnates for black at-risk youkh ranged

frorn ? to 12 percent (Table Forty-fvur) .

As noted above, slightly rnore than one thirc! of both white and African-American young men

in this cohort setved in the armed farces by age 2b {Table Forty-five) . Rates of service among at-ris k

yQUth ran as high as 40 percent (for whites with four or mare sib~ings), but were generall y

cornparable to rates experienced by all youth . Finally, 38 percent of white males and 45 pcrccnt o f
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black rnales received at least some occupational training by age 26, with no significant variations b y

risk status .

With the exception of the early marriage rneasure, the early adult life caurse events

investigated here were fairly cornmon events for at-risk and not at-risk youth alike . The final set of

tables look at their potential impact on adult socioeconomic attainrnent .

Table Nine offe rs a surt~mary of the bi-varia te re l a tionships be tween the ea rly ou tcom es

measures (rnis-steps and rniddle steps) and the measures of adult socioeconomic attainrnent

rtieasured at or around age 29 . Educational attainrnent is not included in these analyses because such

attainrnent is most often determined prior to the early outcornes included in the table . Significance

is deterrnined at the .OS level, and is based on t-tests far the difference between means of the 1ow

and high categories of each early outcome measure. More dctaiied statistical co~nparisons are

displayed in Tables Forty-seven through Fifty-two at the end oF the chapter.

Of the three rneasures designated as mis-steps, unstable employment is the most consistentl y

related to Lower levels of adult attainment . It is significantly related to all six outcorne measures for

whites, and to four of s~ outcomes for African-American rnen (the "+" signs under weeks

unernployed indicate that unstable ernployment is related to more weeks of unemployment at age

29). T~e costs associated with multiple years of unstable ernployment were often quite substantial .

Far example, both whites and blaeks who had two or more years of unstable ernployment earned

a~out $90QQ less per year at age 29 than those who had never experienced such instability (Table

Forty-eight) .

Late high sehool graduation is associated with lower attainrnent for three adult outcome

rn.easures (earnings, and occupational status) for whites, but is never signiticantly assaciated with

adult attainrnent for African-Arnerican males .s Whites who graduated late earned about $4QOD les s

per year (Table Forty-eight), and had occupations of substantially lower status (Table Fifty-one) .

SIn anaiyses not shown, Late high school graduation was shown to be significantly related to adult
educational attainznent for both race groups . Far whites, those wh~ ~radua~ed late averaged 1 .3
fewer years of education, and blacks 0 .6 fewer years .
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TABLE 9
SUMMARY TABLE QF SIGNI~ICANT RELATIONS BETWEEN EARLY LIFE COURSE OUTCOMES

AND M~ASURES OF ADULT SOCIOECONOMIC A7TAINMEN T

( 5ummary of Tables 47- 52~

Yearly Ne t Family In come Ne# Fam i ly Assets Occupati ona l tatus Weeks Unemployed
Hourl Wage , A e 29 Eam in s A e 29 198) Ages 29 - 32) 1987 (A es 29-32 } SEl ) A e 29 1981 [Ages 29 - 32 )

AFR ] CAN - AFRICAN- AFRICAN - AFR ICAN - AFRICAN- AFRICAN -
WHITE AME RICAN WHITE AMERI C Atd WHITE AAhERICAN WH ITE AMERICAN VYFII TE AMERICAIy S NHITE AMERICAN

Tim i ng of High Schoo i
Graduation 0 0 --- 0 --- 0 0 0 --~ 0 0 0

One time
Late

Years of Unstabl e
Employment by Age 26 --- 0 --- --- --- 0 --- --- --- --- + +

0 Years
1 Yea r
2 + Years

Early Marriage 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 --- 0 0 0
N o
Yes

Served in Armed Forces 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0
by Age 26

N o
Yes

Received Occupationa l
Training by Age 26 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + + D 0 ~

N o
Yes

S ample~ Males age s 14- 17 a~d liv in g at home at time of initial suNey . NtS-AA. += positi ve relation, . 05 l evel
Source : Ch ild Trend s, I n c ., Wa shi ngto n, ~C -= N e gati ve relation , .05 levef

0 = No rel ation , A 5 level



The final rnis-ste~ rneasure, early marriage, is negatively associated onlywith educational and

occupational attainrnent for white males . For African-Americans, it is actually associated with higher

levels of earnings and family income at a~e 29. To some extent these findings may result from the

fact that the comparison group is made up both of those who never married by age 29, and those

who rnarried but after age 19.

Servicc in the armed farces is unrelated ta any measures of adult attainmcnt for African-

Arnerican men, and is related anly to lower occupational attainment for whites, and th~re the

dif~erence is quite modest (see Table Fifty~one} . lt may be that the positive aspects (e .g . job training,

discipline) and the ❑egative aspects (e.g. time out of the civilian labor force) of military service are

canceling eaeh other out .

Finatly, occupational training is positrvely associated with a majority of the adutt attainment

measures for whites (hourly incc~me, yearly earnings, net farnily income, and occupational status} .

Such training was associated with an additianal $3000 in yearly'earnings (Table Forty-eight), but only

a four point increase in the Duncan SEI scale of occupational status (Table Fifty-ane} . The relation

of occupational training to adult accupational attainrnent for African-Americans is larger at 11

points, but is not signi~cantly associated with any other adult outcomes . It may be that African-

Arneriean males are receiving qualitatively different (aad less rernunerative) types af occupatio~al

training than those affered to whitc ma~es, The fact that such training is associated with lower status

adult occupations (with Duncan scares of 33 versus 45, see Tab1e Fifty-one) provides some evidence

for this interpretation.

For whites, many of the early outcorne measures acted in the expected fashion viz . adult

socioecanamic attainment . Two of the three mis-steps rneasures were stro~gly associated with lower

adult attainrnent . Early marciage was rzot, but the lack of Enc.3ings here rr~ay have resulted frorn a

failure to compare them separately with those who never rnarried, and those wha ~aarried after age

19 (a distinctian which is rnade in the rnultivariate analyses presented in Chapter Two) . Finally,

occupationa] traini~g was associated with signi~icantly higher income and occupational attainrnent .

With the exception of unstable ernployment, these early nutcorne measures were considerably

less predietive of adult socioeconamic attainment for African-Ameriean men . This inay indicate that
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the measures reflect different things for blacks and whites {as was hypothesized for the occupational

training and early marriage measures) . Alternatively, or perhaps additionally, it rnay be that

there is sirnply a weaker connection for black rnen between events in ear2y adulthood and

socioeconomic attainment in later adulthaad.

Summarv. The ~ndings on the role of these early outcomes, which have labeled mis-steps and

nr~iddle steps, can b~ sumrned as follows . First, with the exception of the measure of delayed

graduation from high school, at-risk yauth were not appreciably moze lil~ely ta experience these early

outcornes than those not at-risk . This was true for both race groups . Second, with the exception of

early ~narriage these early outcomes were relatively comman experiences for all youth regardless of

risk status . From these findings we conclude both that these events are cornmonly part af the life

course pathway to adult achievement for at-risk youth, and that they do not form part of the causal

pathway mediating the relationship between risl~ factors and adult socioeconomic attainrnent .

Third, the relation of these measures to adult attainm~nt varies considerably by rneasure and

across race groups . W~th the notable exeeption of the unstable employment measure, early outcc~me

measures were for Afriean-American males only rarely and sporadically related to measures of adult

aehievement at age 29, and therefqre da nat appear to be critical camponcnts of the pathway to

achievernent ~or them. The relationships were considerably rnore widespread for white ~nen, for

whom r~any measures of later attainrnent were significantly related to three of the five early outcome

measures (delayed graduation, unstable employme~t, and occupational training) .
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this chapter, extensive descriptive analyses were perforrned to explore the relationships

among the risk, social capital, early life course outcome and adult socioeconomic attainrnent

rneasures. This was done €or twc~ purposes . First, the distr~bution oE these c:haracteristics across the

population and particularly acxoss risk groups was e~plored in order to identify who was exposed to

risk, who had access to social capita~, who experienced important mis-steps anc~ midclle-steps in the

early life course, and who succeeded in adulthood. Second, measures q~erationa~izing the ~rst three

constructs rvere related to adult attainment measures in order to evaluate kheir adeyuacy as

representatives of thase constructs .

Regarding the distributlona~ questzons, irnparta.nt findings include the foliowing.

R isk faetors in this study include coming from a lnw income family, having fewer

than twa parents at age 14, four or rnore siblings, parent(s} with less than a hiph

school education, and coming from a householci whose ~ead held a low status

occupation . African-American men of this cohort were considerably rnore likely to

have come from at-risk and multi-risk backgrounds regardless of the risk measure .

Thirty-seven percent of African-Arnerican rnales had four or more risks, cornpared

to ~ve percent for white males .

Measures of social capital available for this study include parental and teacher

encouragement to continue education past high school, residential stability, anc~

nurnber of types of reading materials in the home at age 14 . At-risk youth had access

to a substantial amount of social capital, though it was often somewhat less than that

a~ailabie to those not at-risk . On the other hand, African-American males who were

at-risk had access to parental and teacher encouragement eq~aal to those not at-risk .

In addition, they had access to more parental eneouragernent than white at-risk male

youth .

Though at -r isk youth had substantially lower leve ls of socioeco nornic attainment as

adults, a large proportian were successful . High school graduation rates for at-risk

rnale youth ranged from 72 to 89 perccnt for whites and 7Q to 75 percent for African-
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Arnericans. The proportion of at-risk youth cornpleting one or more years of college

ranged frorn one quarter ta one half, and never went below 25 percent . In the area

of adult iqcome, however, at-risk white youth were considerably znore likely to enjoy

high incomes than their black counterparts. Arnong those from low income families,

24 percent of whites but only 7 percent of hlacks earned in the top population

quartile at age 29 .

At-r i sk rnale youth experienced rates of un s table employment and early marr iagc

sirz~ilar ta those not at-risk, but were more l ikely to experi enee delayed graduat ion

frorn high schoo l . In addition , a sub s tantial propartion of at -risk youth experienced

unstable ernployment and de layed high school gradu ation . Approximate ly 20 pe rcent

of at -risk African-American males and 10 percent of at - r isk white male s were

unstably employed for two or more years by age 26 . In additifln , and depending on

the measure of risk used, between 32 and 43 percent o~ wh ite and 40 to 52 percent

of African-American at-risk male youth graduated late from h igh school . Thus, mis-

s tep s are com~non e lements of the pathway to adulthood for at -risk youth .

Arnong risk rneasures, the low inco~rne measure and the additive risk scale were the most

consistently assoeiated with lower levels of adult attainment, On the other hand, having fewer tha n

two parents was a relatively weak predicter of adult attainment. Finally, central city residence wa s

never associated with lower attainment in adulthood .

Consistently strong bivariate relationships were found between three of the social capital

rneasures (number of types of reading materials in the home, parental and teacher encouragernent

to continue educatian past high school) and the adult attainment measures . This indieates that social

capital, as rneasured here, has the potential to operate as a powerful proteetive factor, improving the

praspects for positive achievment among at-risk youth .

Our measures of early life course rnis-steps were strongly related to adult achievcrnent fo r

white males. For African-American males, only unstable employment was consistently related t o

lower adult socioeconomic attainment .
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The bivariate relationships presented here have provided us with good descriptive data that

inforrn us abaut the life experiences of at-risk male youth as they move into adulthood, and the

potential resources they have to draw upon in their struggle to succecd as adults . Further, they offer

some interesting clues cancerning the relative importance of social capital and risk factors in

determining lang term suceess apd failure for rnale youth. In order to shed further light on eletuents

in the causal pathway leading froxn youth to adult achievement, a rnultivariate approach is needed .

In the next chapter, these relationships are exploxed further in a anultivariate context far three

rneasures of adult socioeconomic achievement : educational and occupational attainment, and yearly

earnings .
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TAB LE 1 0
ADl3 L T AC HI E VE M E N T AMON G MA L E YOU7 H : V ARIAT Id N B Y RI SK STATU S ANa RACE

E DU C A7 10NAL ATTAIN M ENT B Y AGE 29

--_ --- - - ITE ---- AFRICAN-AMERICAN
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TABLE 1 1
ADULT ACHIEVEMENT AM ON G MALE YOU7H : VARIAT ION BY i~ISK STATUS AND RAC E

HOU R LY W AG E AT AG E 2 9
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T ABLE 1 3
AOULT ACHIEVE M ENT qMONG MALE YOiJTH : VARIATION BY RISK STATUS AN D RAC E

TO TAL NET FAM I LY I NCQME I N 1987 (AGES 29 -32)
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~ducat ion
No i9°6 52°~ 29°,6 $35 , 300.00 919 32~ 499b 1996 $2$ ,20D .OQ 229

Yes 27"~, 42°~ 32~ $35 , 700.00 62 429b AS% 1396 $25 ,300 .00 107
Ch~=3 .i Gh~=12

Scale oi Risk
0 Risk 73°,6 50°k 36°.6 $4D , 600.00 376 9°~6 67% 25% ;32 ,500AD 1 6
1 -3 Risks 22% 53°~ 25°,G $33 , 900.00"" 547 35°~G 4696 2096 527 , 304.00 171

4+Rislcs 34°~ 50°.6 16°~6 $28 , 700.00" 52 3996 48°6 13°~ $25,800 .OOt 145
Chr~=27 .1-•• Ch~ = 3 .8

S ample: Ma[e s age s ~417 and livi n g a t hom e at time of i n itial survey, N LS-M
Source: C hi ld ~rends, In~., Wa shington , DC



7ABLE 1 4
ADDLT ACHIEVE M ENT AMONG M AL E YOUTH : VARIATION BY R I SK STATUS AND RAC E

NET FAM I LY ASSETS IN 198 '1 (AGES 29- 32 )

WHITE ~ ~ AFRICAN-AMERICAN '~
Percent ~ Percent

RISK STATUS Low) Medium {High) Mean Assets Unweighted 1d Lowj Medium Hi h Mean Assels Unwei Med N
Total 1fi°~ 53% 3D°~ 886 ~ 27°h 66°h 7°~ 311

FamiEy Structure at Age 1
2 Parents 16°,b 52% 31% $53,900.00 799 24°k 7196 5°ib $9,820.D0 198
c 2 Parents 20°~f, 62% 39°,6 $24,500.0 86 35°.h 55°,6 10°,b $10,400.D0 T1 3

ChR=5,9t Ch~=3.0

Number of Sibling s
0-3 144fi 54R5 33% $55,700.00 598 24°,6 67% 9°.6 $29,700.00 1Q2
4+ 22°,f~ 52% 25°bi $41,50d_0 283 31°,6 54% 6°,6 $8,100.00 204

Ch~=12.6"' ChrY-~-0. 7

ParenYs Educatio n
High School+ 15°k, 53°~ 32% $52,10~.00 582 23% 679b 1Q°,6 $15,100.00 77
c High School 20°,6 53°.R 27°.6 $50,300.40 3D6 29°ib 6596 6°b $8,100.00 234

ChP=5.2t Chi =0.9

xv~tiortal SE !
P Household Hea d
t Age 1 4
Not Low 16°,6 54°~ 3a°~6 $47,900.00 6B6 25°,6 69°~ fi°~ $10,700.OD 11 0
Low 16°~ 48°,b 35°,5 $66,900. 153 31% 62°rG 796 $9,300.00 '[57

ChP= S.9 ChP=0. 5

Famify Poverty Ratio
150+ Percent 15°h 54°~ 32% $56,400.00 619 18°b 73°k 9°6 $15,800.00 58
~ 1S0 Percent 22% 50°,G 28°~ $38,700. 219 29°b 65°,6 6°r6 $8,600.00 246

ChP=6.D' Chr~= f. 3

Place ot i2esidence
Outside Cenhal City 17°6 52°,6 31 °b 670 28°b 67°,6 5°~ $7 .500.00 184
Inside Central City 15°b 56~, 23°b $51,500 00 218 27% 64°,6 9°h $13,204 .00 127

ChP=1 .0 $51,700.00 Cht =1. 0

Single Parent wit h
< High School

Educatio n
No 1B°k 53°~r 31°6 $53,3D0.0~ 830 25°b 6996 6°~ ~1D,50Q.Q0 209
Yes 2296 59°~b 19°i6 $~3,000.0 58 3496 57% 9°~6 $8,80D.00 102

Ch~=4.0 Chi~1. 6

Scale of Risk
0 Risk 12°.b 55% 33% $54,60D.00 335 35% 589b 8°.b $15,800.00 ~8
1-3 Risks 19% 52°,G 29°h $50,900.00 A96 21% 73°~ 6°~ $12,600_04 156
4+ R isks 21 °~6 51 °~ 28% $37,000.00 49 36°.6 57°h 796 $6,900.00 135

Ch~=7.3 Ch~=3. 5

5ample : Males age s tA-17 and li ving at i,4me at lime o( initial survey, N lS- M
Source : Ch (Id 7 rends , I nc., W ash ingto n , DC



TABLE 1 5
ADlJLT ACHIEVE MENT A M O N G MA~E YOUTH : VARIATION STATUS AN D RAC E

STATUS OF OCC UPAT 3ON AT AGE 29 ( DU NCAN SEI )

VYF i ITE AFR ICAN-AMER[CAN ~~
P ercerrt P er cerN

RISK STATUS Low) Medium ~ H ig h) Mea n S EI Unwe i htedN Low} Medium ~ Hi h) Mean SEI Unwei hted N
To tal 19°,6 4996 32°.6 ~~ 11128 37°,6 51°~ 12°k ~ 36 7

Family Struc t ure at Age 1
2 Parents 18% 48°,b 33°.b 44 10 15 35°h 51 °k 14°~ 3U 231
~ 2 Paren ts 26°,6 52% 22% 37"' 1D8 42°rG 50°r6 8% 27 1 36

Ch~=fi.8' Ch~- 1 . 5

N u mber af Si b lings
0-3 17% 4 6% 38°~ 47 ~67 35°~ 44°r6 2296 34 12 7
4+ 24°,$ 55°,6 21% 37"' 351 39% 56°6 5°!0 2G` 236

Ch~=30.6"` Ch~~9.4"

ParenCs Education -
Higfi~ School+ 16°k 45% 39°r6 47 746 33°b 42°6 25% 37 87
< High Schaol 25°,G 56% 1996 36'° 3$0 3396 54% 8% 2G' 280

Ch~=42.1""" i Ch~=8,2'

Occupatio re l SE i
o f House hol d }i ead
a t Age 1 4

N o t Low 16% d8% 34% 45 871 33;6 49°,6 19°r6 34 133
~ow 28°.6 52% 26°k 38"' 188 33% 53°.b 8% 26" 185

Ch~=25.0"` GhR-2. 9

Fami l y Poverty Ratio
150 + Percent 20°k A8°,6 35°~ a5 795 17% 56°h 25°~ 38 72
c 750 Percent 15°b 50°,6 21°~ 37"' 263 43°~ 49°~ 8°~ 2fi" 289

Ch~=25. t•"• Chr~= 71.&` .

Place of Residence
O u tside C entraE City 20°.5 48°G 32% 43 853 39°h 53°,b S°/a 2fi 220
Inside Central Cily 15% 5096 34% 44 273 359b 46% 17% 33" 147

Ch~-3.2 ChP=2. 7

Sing le Parent with
< High Schoo l

Educatio n
No 1 99fi 4 89 b 3396 44 Z058 35°~ 51°~ 14% 30 244
Yes 26% 56°6 1896 34" 6& 43% 49 °.6 8% 26t 123

Ch~=7 .0' Ch~=1,6

Srale of Risk
U R i sk 13°.b 44% 439b 5~ 441 16% 3896 4 6°~6 48 1 8
1 - 3Ri 5k5 ~3% 52% 259b 39"`" 6i7 35°~ 5296 1496 31" 18 7
4 + R isks 3&°,G 49% 15°k 31." 59 44°~ 519b 5°.b 24" 16~

Chr'=56.8"' Ch?=S 2.9'

Sample : Mlaies ages 1 4-i 7 and livi ng at home a t ti me o► it~i[ ia! s urvey, N LS-M
S a u rce : Child Tre n d s, I nc ., Wa s hington, DC



T ABLE '1 6

AD U LT AC HI EVE M ENT AMON G M ALE YOU TH: VARIATION B Y R IS K S TA7 U 5 AMD RAC E

WEEK5 UNEMPLOYED IN 1981 (AGES 2932 ?

WF iITE AFRI C AN -AMERl C AN
P erc ent Pe rcen t

Mean Wee ks ~ M ea n Weeks
RISK STATUS < 5 Wee ks 5+ Weeks U nemplo ed lJ~we i g hted N ~ 5 Weeks 5+ Wee k s U nerr3 plo ed Unwe i g hted N
Yotal 90°~ 70°,b 927 ~ 82°6 18°~5 321

F a mil y 5truc lu re at Ag e 1 4
2 Parents 0.90 0.10 1.9 830 0.82 0.1 B 5.1 20A
~ 2 Parents 0.90 0.10 1.8 95 0 .83 D.17 3.3 117

C h iz=O.Q Chi2=p. 0

N u mber oi Si bl ings
0-3 0.91 0.09 1.7 626 0.86 0.1 d 4 .3 11 1
4+ 0.88 0.12 2.3 294 ~.63 0.17 4.3 207

Chi2=2.5 Chi==0. 2

ParenYs Education
High 5ch ool + 0 . 9 0 . 1 2 .0 602 0.87 0. 13 3.8 75

~ H i gh School 0.9 fl.1 4.5 325 0.81 0. 1 9 4.8 24&
C~iz=0.0 Ch iz-0 . 7

C7ccupatiqna l 5E I
oi Household Head
a4 A ge 1 a
Not Low 0.90 0.'f p 1,9 708 0.79 0.21 6.9 1 ~3

Law 0.92 0 .08 1 .1 167 0_85 ~_15 32` 16fi
Chiz=0.3 Gh iz-0 . 5

F a mily P overty R ati o
1 50 + Perc e n t 0 .92 0.08 '!.$ 642 D .9 1 0.09 2.2 59

< 15d P ercertt 0 . 88 D.12 ~.9 222 ~.80 0.20 5.2 257

Ch i'=32 Ghiz=1. 5

Place of R esid~ c e
Outside Gentra l City 0 .9D 0.10 2_0 710 0.85 0.15 32 192
Inside Centr~l City 0.92 0.0 8 1 .3 217 0.79 021 6.3 129

Chi==1.d C h iz=0 .8

Sing le Pareni with
~ Hi gh Sc hoo l

Ed ucat ion
No 0.90 0.10 1.9 865 0.83 0.17 4_9 217
Yes 0 .91 0 .09 1. A 62 4.81 0. 19 3.6 T04

Chi'=0.1 Ch iz=0 .0

Scale of Ris k
0 R isk 0 .97 0,p9 1.9 358 0 .63 0.97 0.1 1 7
~-3 R isks 0.90 0.10 '1.8 5 10 0.77 D .23 6.2 162
4+ R isks 9.99 0.10 ~.S 53 D.87 D.Y3 3.0 142

Chi'=O .A Gh~x=3 . 7

5 ample : Males ag es 14-'E7 an d livin g at home at t im e ot i n it ial survey, NLS-M
S ourc e : Ch i ld Tren~ , inc ., Wash ington , QC



FABLE 1 7
ADUL7 AC HI E VE MEN T AM ONG MA~E YOUTH : VARIATIO N BY R ISK STATUS AND RAG E

EDU C AT IO NAL ATTPJNMEIVT BY A GE 3 5

IT ~ . -
Percent Pe r cen t

Mean Years 1+ Year s Mean Year s
RISK STATUS < Mi h School High School 1 + Years Calle e Completed Unwei ghted N < High Sch aal High S chool Gollege Completed Unwei hted N
Toql 12 °,b 3 1 % 5 7 % 1278 36% 3A% 30°6 326

Family Strudure at Age 1 4
2 PareMs 1 7 % 30 96 59% 1 4.0 1 148 3396 3 5% 32% 12.p 2Q 4
< 2 Pa reMS 26% 33 °,~0 41 °,6 12 .5"` 128 31 °,6 28% 28% 11 . 6 9 20

Gh~~ 43 .9" ' ChP= f .2

Number of Si6lings
0 -3 9% 27% 64% 1 4 .3 529 26% 34°k 43% 12 .8 139
q+ 23% 3996 38% 127"' 3 3 7 4 5% 3 5 °h 20~, 11 . 0" ` 185

Ch~= 10 1 .4" ' C h P=12 .9'"

Parerrt's Educali o n
HighSchool+ 5% 2356 72% 14. 8 74 7 1 236 21% 6796 1 4. 3 60
~ High School 2396 4296 35% 12.5"" 53 1 42% 3 7 % 2i% 1 L2"' 2b6

Ch~= 263 .6." C h P=31 .5. . .

Sin g le Pa rerrt wit h
c Hig fi Srhoo l

E ducalion
No i0% 3D% 6096 1 4.0 1 1 92 3 1 % 33% 36°,6 12. 3 2 1 8
Yes 39% 39°,6 22% 4 1 .3"' 86 47% 34% 19% t1 . 0"" i08

C h~-1 0 9 .4`" , Gh ~ = 6.6'

EOUC A T I~IAL AT TA#NME NT BY AGE 2 9

WHITE AFRIGAN -AMERICAN
Percent Mean Years Pe rcent 1+ Yea rs Mean Y ear s

RISF( STA7U5 ~ NI h Schoql H i h Schnol 1+ Years Goll Com leted Unwe i hted N < Hi h 5chool Hi h Schaol College Com leted Unwei hted N
Family Strutture at Age 1 4

2 Pa rents 7% 32~+ 649b 13 .8 978 23~ 32 95 45% i2.7 ~10
< 2ParenRs 19% 41% 41% 42 . 7" " ' 100 27°h 4 296 3f% '1 2.t' f25

ChP = 20 .6"' Ch~-2 . 6

Nu mbe r of Sibling 9
Q3 5°~ 29% 6S°,G l 4.1 738 1 6°,6 35% 4 996 1 3 .1 119
4+ 1 7% d0~, 42% 1 2 . 8"' 335 30% 3596 3 5% 12.1"` 21A

Ch ~=70 - D"° Ch? = 4. 1

ParenYs Education
H ighS~hool+ 3% 2896 69% 1 d . 3 722 1 6% Z i96 6296 1 3.5 82
< M igh School 20 96 4496 36 96 1 2. 5"' 3 59 27°b 4096 3396 12 .2° ' 253

C h ~= 1A1 . 8 ' •, Ch~=8 .9 '
SingVe Parent with

~ High Schoo i
Educatio n
No 7% 33% 60 96 13 .$ 10 1 6 23~ 319G 4696 12 .8 223
Yes 2896 4 2% 3U°b 12.1"' 63 29% 4596 2 796 11 .8°` 112

ChR=35~8• '• C h P=4 .3

Sample : Males ages 14i 7 and li ving at home at time of inilial survey , N LS-M
Source: Ghild Trends, In a,Wash i ngton, DC



TABLEIB
ADULT ACHIEVEMEIdT AMONG AT - R15K MALE YOUTH : VAWATION 8Y RISK STATUS ANO RAC E

HOURLY WAGE AT AGH 35

- _ , __ WH 1TE AFWCAN- AtJIERI CA~J °----

Pe rcenl Pe rcen t

~~ ~ 4 M e an Hourly Mean Houdy

RISK STATUS Low Medium Hi h Wa e Unwei hted N Low Medium Hi h Wa e llnwei hted N

Total 16~ 53~ 32% 1008 ~ 48% 43 °/a 11 % 284

Family 5t ru ct ure a l Age 1 4

2 Pdreni s 16 % 5796 33q ;16.40 899 44% A7 96 9°/a $11 . 7 D 17 7

<2 P arenls 22°Yo 55 % 2 3 % $1 4 .3Q " ' 108 54% 32°~ 1 4 % $10.8D 106

Ch~=8.3' Ch P=4. 0

Nu mber of Si bli ngs

0 -3 16% 489b 3 6 °!a $ i 6.6 0 730 36% 52% 11% $12 .10 126

q+ 18Wo fi2~Yo 209b $14 .80""" 269 60°!0 31% 9°k $9.70"" 156

ChF=30A•`• Ch?=8. 4 '

Parenfs Education

High Schoo! + 1 2% 49% 389'a $ ~ 7.3D 567 28°/a 4896 24% $ 1 4,30 5 5

< Hig h Sch ool 22~ 56% 229a $14 .50 "' 441 54°!a 39% 8 % $ 'E 0 . 20" ` 22 9

Ch ~=49 B "' Ch R= 10 .9"

Single Parent wR h
< High Schoo l

E du cation
No 1 5 'S'e 51% 33°10 $ 1fi_4 D 93& 44 % 44 % 1 3% $ 1 1 . 40 1 9 0

Ye s 2 7% 5 7% 16% $ 1 2 .80""' 72 57°h 35% 8 % $ 1 0 . 10` 94

Ch ~=17.6'"' Ch ~=2.6

HO U RI .Y WA GE AT AG E 29

W HET E AF RICAN-AtJIERI CAN
Percent Mean Hour1 ~ Percent Mean Hourl

RISK STATEJS (Low) Medium Hi h Wa e Unwei hted N Low Medium iii h Wa e Unwei hted H
Tolal 19% 53% 29°/a 881 38% 48% 15% 322

Family Strueture at Rge 1 4
2 Parents t8% 5396 29% $13.20 791 34% 49gb 17q, $10.6Q 2D7
< 2 Parents 28~0 46qo 26% $12,00 84 45% 46% 10% $ 9 .601 115

Ch~=5.3 Chi =1. 9

Numtrer of Sibling s
a3 17°/n 53% 30°Io $13.4D 597 37% 4596 16% 510.60 1D4
q+ 23% 51% 26% $12.30" 280 38~Yo 49% 12°/a $10,101 216

Chr~=5_ 7t Ch F=0. 9

Parent's Education
High School+ 17°.ra 51% 31% $33.40 578 29% 49°!0 22ho $11.20 78
~ Nigh Scho01 22% 54°Jo 2d% 572.30' 305 4p9'o q8% 12% $10.00 244

Ch~~_0' Ch~=2. 4
Singbe ~arent with

< High Spltoo l
Educatio n
No i8% 53% 2996 $13.1D 825 35% 489'0 17°Ye $10.60 219
Yes 28% 395'0 3396 St2.59 58 45% 47~ 1'Yo $9.60 103

Ch~=4.St ~~=1.D

S ampl e : Ma le s ages 141 7 a nd living at ho me ai ti me of inili al survey, NL5-M
S ource : C h ild Trends , In c., Wa shington , DC



TA BL E 1 9
AD UL T ACHI EVEM ENT AM O NG M ALE YO U7H : VARIAT I OPf B Y RISK ST ATUS AN D RAC E

YEARLY EARM1fINGS AT AGE 35

_ ~l~F~1 ~Afd- A~i1 C
Pe rcen t Pe rcen t

Mea n Yearl y Meart Yearl y
R 1SK STATUS Low M ed ium Hi h Earnin s Unwe i h te d N Low Medium H I h Eami n s LJ~wei h ted N
Tatal 17% 51°!0 32% 1314 4 79'0 47% 6°/a 348

Fam ily Slrudure al
Age 1 4

2 Pa renfs 1 7% 5 1°/a 32% $35,D00 .00 1 183 46% 49 °h 4 % $17 ,800 .00 2 1 5
<2 Parenis 22% 549'0 2 4 % $ 29 ,7 00 .00" ~29 A8% 43% 9% $?0 ,300 .00 131

GhP=6.5• Ch~=1. 9

N umb er o( Sibling s
0-3 16% 4996 35°!0 $36,000.00 95 4 39% 51% 10°!0 $21,1 00 .00 1 49
q+ 20% 59% 22°/a $29,800, 00" 34 8 55°!0 42% 3% $ 16 . 700A0 ' " 197

ChR=27.6•" Chi =7.1 '

Par er rt's Education
Hlgh School + 13% 50 40 3 7 % $3 7 , ?00.04 767 30% 53% 179'a $ 25,700 .00 64
< High Sehool 23% 53% 2 4 °/a $30 ,300 . 00'• S47 529'0 45% 3°/a $ 17, 000.00 284

Ch ~= 45.D'*' Chr~-13.7""'

Single Pa rent wR h
< l iigh Sc~h ool

Edu caiio n
No 16% 51% 33% $35,1aa.oa 122$ 4 4% 49% 7%a $1B ,SDO .DO 232
Yes 30% 54% 1 6 % $ 25,800.00" 86 5 3% 43% 4% $ 1 7,7DD .~0 11 6

ChP=22 .D"' ChP=1 .8

YEARLY EARNi N G5 A7 AGE 29

----- --- _._,--, .--, ,_---,-__ . .~, ._, .~__ .. :__ ._.__
._ ---PP fliTE

_ _ __
. - ---_= F1FiiI~A - -

F'ercent Mea n Year~ Perce ret Mean Yea d

RISK STATUS Low Medi pm HI h Earnin s Unwei h tg ed N Low Med f um _ ~H i~h~__ _ Ea mi ngs Unwe [ ht ed N

TOteE 27 °/a 49% 30% 1 14 3 359'0 559'a 10~ 374

Family SY ruct ure at
Age 1 4

2 Pa rents 20 49 31 E2 4 ,500 .00 1032 31 59 10 $ 1 8 ,1 00 .00 2 34

<2 P arent s 28 48 24 $22,5 00 .00 1Q8 43 4 7 9 $ 35,OOD. 0 0 ' 1 40

Ch ~=3 .9 Ch r~=2 .2

Nu mber oi Sihlin g s
0.3 21 48 32 $25 ,000 . 00 776 38 50 11 $1 7, 1Q0. 00 13 ~

q+ 21 52 27 $23, OQ 0 .00 359 34 58 9 $1 7,000.00 24 2

Ch r~=0 . 8

Parerh's Ed u catio n
High S ~hool + 22 46 32 $24 ,90090 7 58 35 55 10 $19 ,400.00 90

< H igh School 19 55 26 $23,300 .00 3 85 35 55 10 $16 ,600.00 284

Ch~= 2 .4 Ch ~'~ . D

S nigle Pa rent wit h
< Hig h Schoa l

Eduqtion

Na 21 48 3 0 ;2A,30 0.00 1075 32 58 1 0 $17,9DO .D0 24 9

Yes 19 52 29 E2A ,900 .00 68 43 48 9 $ A 5,1 00 .00 ` 1 2 5

ChR~.2 Ch ~=1 . 6

Sample: Males ages 14-17 and Erving at home ai lime of india l survey, NLS-M
Source : Child Trends, inc ., Washingian, DC



TAB IE 20

AD ULT ACHI E VEM ENT ATAONG t~+IRL E Y DUT N: VA~21AT}O N BY RISK STATUS AfJD RA C E

TOTAI . NE T F A MIL Y I NCO ME IN 1981 (AGE 5 343 9 )

-_ - . WH TE ~ ~~ _ AFRICAN- AMERICAN -
Pe rcent W i Percen t

RISK STATUS (Law ~ Med lum (High~ Mean Income llnweight ed N { Low) { Medi um High) Mean In come Unwef hted M
Yotal '[7% 54% 2996 ~ 1 152 42~ 4395 1A% 305

Famil y Str udure at Pg e 1 4
2 Parellts 16~ 5 4°!0 30% $46 ,3DQD0 1037 40 % 48% 13% $32,500 .00 196
<2 P 3reMs 25% 5 4 % 21% $40 ,400 .00" 1 14 4 7°/a 36% 17% $3 1 ,800 .00 1 08

Ch~='{Z.5" ChR~. 4

Numb er of S ibl i ngs
0-3 74% 53% 32°!n $48 .OOO.QO 833 35% 41% 2A% $ 37,4p0.00 i32

4+ 2a~ 56°h 2a°~ $39,20a.o4`~ 30a 51% 44~o s9'o g27,3~D.00' 172

Ch ~=3 4.3"` Ch r~=11 5 "

ParenCs Edup t ion
Ho~hSchpp l+ 13°!0 5d% 33% $48,6fl04U 674 24% 41% 35°/0 $4 4,200 _00 55
< H igh School 244~ 53% 23% $41,2DO.Op" 478 47% 449'0 9% $24,300 .00 '" 250

Ch'=40 .5*" Chi' =15 .1 " '

S in gle P a re nt wil h

< High Schoo!
Ed ucation

No 1 6 °/a 54% 30°/a $46,140 .Q0 10 76 38°/a 459b 979'0 $ 3 4 ,3D0. 00 20 $

Yes 31°/a 48°!a 22°fo $39 , 1 0~ .O 17 " 76 51% 39°k 10°!0 $28,100.00` 97

Ch P=15.6 "• Ch ~=2. 7

TOTA~ NET FAMILY 1lVGOME IN 1 9B1 ~AGES 29- 32)

~_ ~~ ~___.. _ -_WH ~T€ _ --_=_ - -- A~ C C

Percent ~ ~ T P ercent

RI SK STATUS {Low Medtum} liigh~ Mean Inc nme u n ~tetght ed N Low ~Medlurs+} (F1i c}h~ ~ Nfean In come l Snwei ghte d N

Tola l 1 9% 5 2% 29% f~ 981 35~ 4 8% 16% 3 36

Fa mily Str u du re a1 F~qe 1 4
2 Parents l8% 53% 23% $36 ,5Q0 . 09 882 3 1 % 57% 19°!0 $2 8 ,300 .W 218

~ 2 Parents 26% d4% 30% $34, 100 . 00 96 43°/0 41% 15% $2 5 ,SOpAp 12Q

Ch~=1 . 4

Ch~=4 . 1

Number of Si6ling s
03 17% SQ% 329b $38,ODD.0 0 665 33~ 42% 259'a $29,700.00 11 4

4+ 23% 55% 2 1 % $32,800.00" 309 37 % 51% ~3q $25,OOQ~D' 2 1 8

Ch r~=14.0"' Ch R=3. 3

Parent's E d u catio n
High SCho ol+ 17% 51°!6 3 3 % $ 3 8 , 400.~ 0 647 24% 57% 1 9°!0 $29,4 00 . 00 80

~ Hig h School 2 4% 5496 229'0 $32,zao_ao" 334 39% 44~ 17~0 $26,7D0.00 256

C h ~ =1 fi .5"' Ch~=2. 5

Single Parenl w~ h
~ liigh School

Edur,alion

NO 19% 5 2% 29 % $36, 309 .OD 919 32°h 49 % 19 9ro $28 ,2 00 .UQ 229

Yes 2 7% 42% ,~ 2 % $35 ~7 00 .00 6 2 42% 45 % 1 3°!0 $25 ,300 _00 10 7
Ch P =3 .1 Ch ~ =1 . 2

Sam p le: Males ages 14- 17 and livin g at home at time of in ilial su rvey , NL S- M
Source: Ch i ld Trends , In c ., Washing to n , O C



TA8LE 21
Aplll.7 ACHIE VEM ENT AMO NG M ALE YOUT H : VARI AT l O N BY RIS K S7AT US AND RACE

~fET FA M ILY ASS ETS I N 1981 ( A GES 34~9 )

WHITE - ~ _ _ _-____._.~__ -_ -
AFRICAIV-ANI ERICAN

Pertent Pe rcent

1215K STATUS ~ow ~Aedium High) Mean A sset s lfnweighted N (Law) (Med ium (High Mean Assets Unweighted N

Tofal 15% 53% 31% 989 55% 409'0 6% 2 5 8

Fam ily Strudu re a t Pu~ e 1 4
2 Aarents 35 % 53 % 32% $ 1 3 7 ,0 00 .00 894 58% 3 796 5% $2fi,6Dp.p0 16 3

< 2 Pa ren t s 18% 58 % 25 °!n $8 6,100 .00' 94 49% 44~ 7% $29,7DO .OD 9 4

Ch R=3.S C h R=7 . 1

Nu mber o f Si6 lin g s
0-3 14 % 51 % 359'0 $142,300.00 7 1 9 54% 3996 7% $29,9 00.00 10 7

4+ 19% 59% 21°l0 $82,40~.00"` 260 56% 39°k 5°!0 $26,DOO.OD 1 5 0

ChR=24_i "` ~ Ch~=0. 3

ParenYs Ed u ca lia n ~
High Schnol+ S3°/o 51% 371 $152,400 . 00 585 40% 4 7% 13q $55,2DO.OD 49

~ High SGhoo l 19% 57% 24We $8fi ,7 00 .00" 904 58% 3$% A% $2~ ,4 4 0 .OD"" 209

Ch ~=29_0 "" C h P=5 . 1 t

Sin g le Paren t wi [h
~ High S~hool

Edu cation
hio 159'0 5396 32°/a $ 129,3D0.00 929 56% 3 7% 7°/a $3 1 , 70D .OQ 175

Yes 219'0 5696 23 % $ 83,30~ .OQI 60 52% A49'o 4°/a $20, 1 0D. OQ ~

Ch i~=4.5 Chl = 1 .0

N ET FAM I LY ASSETS IN 1981 (AGES 25~ 2 )

--------~~~ :... _,,., ::= .-__ _--:--__-_~_._~~-:<- ~:-= - .~~ -~:: ._---__----_- E A~Fgi~CAA-AF~4 E~f C~------- _

Pe reent Percent

RISK STATUS l.ow M edium (High Mean Assets LJ nwel ~hted N ~Lo~ {M e d ium High Me an Assets llnweighted N

Tota! 16°fo 53% 30% 888 27% 66% 7 % 31 1

Family Slruclure at Aee 1 4
2?arents i6% 52 96 31 96 $ 53 ,90 0 .00 799 24% 7 1% S~ $9 ,8 20 .D0 198

< 2 Parents 2~~ 62 °/n 19% 5 24 ,500. $6 3 5% SS% 109'0 $10 ,400 .00 1 1 3

Ch R =5 .9f C h P=3 .0

~lum ber o( S ib ling s
0-3 i4% 54 % 33% ~5 6,706.00 598 24% 67% 9°/a $ 2 9 ,700 .00 102

4+ 22% 52°/a 25°6 $41 ,500 . 0 283 3 1% 64~Ya 6% $8 , 100 . 00 204

ChR=12.6"' Ch P=0 .7

Pa re nl 's Ed ucation
H ig h Sc h ool + 1 5°l0 53 °Jb 32 96 $52,10D.60 582 2 3 4'a 67°~ 10°10 $ 15, 100 .00 77

< Hig h School 20% 53 % 27 °l0 $SQ,304.OD 306 2 9 'h 65%a 6% $8 , 100 .00 23A

C h~= 5 .2t I C h R=0 .9

Sin gie Pa re nl wilh
~ Hig h Sch oo l

Ed ucalion
No 16% 5390 3 1 °!0 $53 .30Q.oo 830 25% 69% 6% $~q,SOp . Op 2a9

Yes 22% 59% ~9% $ 23,DOO . Q 58 3 4% 57°k S% $8 ,BD0 . 00 1 02

ChP=4 .0 Ch i=1 . 6

Sample : Ma les ages 14-17 and living at ho me a l l ime of in it ia l survey, NLS- M
Source : Child Trends, Inc., Wash ing ton , D C



T ABLE 2 2
AD U LT AC H I EV EM E NT AM O NG MAL E YOUTH: VA RIATIO N BY RIS K S TA7 U S AND RAC E

STqT US OF O CGUPATI O N AT AG E 3 5 (DLI NCAN SEI )

WHTE ~ u~ AF CAN-AMERICAN ~

Percent Percent
RISK STATUS {Low) (Medium Hi h~ Mean S~ Unweighted N Low _~ {Med lum (Hig h} Mean 50 Unwei hted N

TO[al 14°!e 56% 30% 1299 4 2%0 49% 10 % 33 9

Family Stru c[ u re at l~e E 4

2 Pa rents 14% SSgb 3 1% 50 11 70 39~a 51% 'iD% 3 1 2 1 2

~ 2 Parenls 1 39'0 65~0 21% 4S 127 45 % 463'0 '[0% 29 1 25
Ch R=8.8" 6Q °/o

N u mb er of S ibl i ng s
D-3 11% 5&% 33% 53 941 3 4 °fo 5 1% 15% 35 147

4 + iQ~Yo 53% 37°/a d1"" 347 4 79'0 48% S% 2fi" 190
Ch~=53.6`~' Ch ~ =5 .9t

Pa ren l 's Ed o catio n

High School+ 1D% 53~0 37~v 56 759 2fi% 4896 26% 45 6 4

~ H ig h S Chool 21 % 60% 1 996 4 1" ` 540 4fi°/v 49% 5% 26 275
Ch~=92 .1 ""' Chi =17.9 • "

S i ngle Parenl wil h
< H ig h School

E d u catipn
No 14% 55% 31°/a 51 1214 39 % d99'o 12% 33 2 2 9

Ye s 1 8% 73°k 9% 37"' " 85 38% 4 7% 4% 25" 1 1 0

Ch~=26.5""" ChP=3. 7

SFATUS ~ F OCG UF'ATOIN AT AGE 35 (DUN C AN SE1 )

----- -I~Y~IT~
"_ ~.~ .. .:_

CA -AM C
.~-___ .,_, .

Pefcent ~ Pe rcent

RISK STATUS (Low~ Medium (H ig h) Mean SEI Unweighted N {Low~ _ T~~ M edium Ni h ) Mean S~ Unwei hted N

Tofa! 19% 49% 32% 1 71 26 37% 51 % 1 2°h 3fi 7

Family Stru cture at AAe 1 4
2 Parent s 18 % A8% 33% 44 1015 35% 5196 i4% 30 23 'E

<2 Parents 2 6 9'0 52% ~2% 37" 708 4 2°Io 50Wa B % 27 1 3 8

Ch t~= 6 .8" CttR= i .5 i

N u mbe r of S i6ling s
0-3 77 90 46% 38% 47 767 3 59b 44°k 22°h 34 12 7
Q+ 24% 55% 2 1% 37"'" 351 39% 56Wo 5% 2fi' 2 3 8

Ch~=30 .8 •"" Ch~=9.4 "

Paren f's Educat ion
High Sch ool + 1 6% 45% 39% 47 746 3396 42% 2596 37 87
< High Schoo l 2 5% 56% 1 9% 36°' 380 39! 54% 8 % 26" 280

Chr =42 .1 "' ChP -8 .2 '

Single Parent wRh
~ H ig h Sahon l

Eduptian
t`la 1 9% 48°h 3396 44 1058 35% S1% ib% 30 244

Yes 26S'o 56% 1896 34" 6$ 4 3qo 49% 8% 26t 123
ChP=7 . ~' Ch~=1 .6

Sampie : Males ages 1417 a n d living at hom e at ti me of in Aia t surve y, NLS-M
Source : Ch ild Tr ands, Inc ., ~1Yash in gto n , OC



TABE~E 2 3
A D U LT ACH IEVEME NT AMO N G AT-R iSK MALE YOUTH ; VARIA TI pN 6Y R I SK STATUS AND RA C E

WEEKS UNEMPLOYED IN 1961 (AGES 34 -39 )

~ WH AF AN - I A
Pe rcent ~ Pe rcent

Mean Weeks Mean Weeic s
RISK STATUS < 5 Weeks 5+ Weeks Unem lo ed Unwei ht ed N ~ 5 Weeks 5+ VYeeks Unem lo ed Unwe i hted N

Otdl 9 3 % 7°/a 11 5 1 87% 13% 295
Chi '=0 .0

Family Struclure at Age 1 4
2 Pa re n ts 9 3% 7°/a 1 .5 1032 8 8°!v 129/e 3.4 18 6
< 2 Paren~s 92% 8% 1.2 1 38 87°/a 13°/ 2.7 108

Chi~=0.1 Chiz=1.3

um~eraf Sfblings
0-3 93°/a 7°!0 1.4 8 3fi 84% 16% 4 .1 1 2 5
q+ 92°/a 8°/ 1.4 303 3~% 70°/v 2.A 168

Chi'=0 . 9 Chi~=1 .9

ParenYs Edu~ation
~- I lgh S CFlD01 + 94% 6°io 1.0 683 BO°lo 20°/ 5.8 5 6
~ H igh S Ch00 1 91°!0 9% 2.2' 4 68 8 9% 11% 2 3 ` 23 7

Chi '=8.3" C h i~= O .D

Single Parent with
c H igh SChOOI

Education
NO 93% 7% 1,4 10 75 8 7°/a 13°l0 3. 6 20D
Y2S 90°/a 1 0% 1.7 7fi 67% 13% 2.2 95

C hi~=2 .0 Chi~=0 .0

WEEKS UNEMPLOED IN 4 981 ~AGES 2932 )

WH T ~~ R I CA -AM E
Pestent ~ Percent -

R I3 K STATUS < 5 Wee ks 5+ Weeks Unem Io ed U nwei hted N ~ 5 wee ks 5+ Weeks Unem~layed Unweighted N
Otdl 90°/s 10% 927 82% 1 S% 321

Family Strudure ai Age 1 4
2 Parents 9D% 10% 190% 83~ S2%a 18% 51fl% 204
~ 2 Parenls 90% 10°la 18Q h 95 63°(a 17°!0 330°!0 117

Chi'-D.O Chi'=0. 0

Number oF Sibling s
0-3 91 % 9% 170% 626 86% 14% 430% 11 1
4+ 88%a i2% 230% 294 83% 77% 430°/a 207

Chi'=2.5 Chiz=0. 2

ParenYs Education
HIQh Sd10AI + 90°/a 10% 200°/a fi02 87% 13% 384°!0 75
t High SGh001 90% 10% 150°/a 325 61% 19°/a 480% 246

Chi'~OA Chi~=0. 7

Single Parent wi►h
~ High Schoo l

Education
NO 90% 1Q°/u 190% 865 83°/a 17% 490% 2l 7
YES 91%a 9°/a 140% 62 61% 19% 3.6 104

GhiZ-U.1 Ghi'=0.0

Sample~ Mdles ages 1 4 -17 and fiving at ho rtse at 6me oF inilial survey, N LS-M
5ou roe : Child Trend s, Inc ., Washin g to n , ~C



TAB L ~ 2A
WMO HAS ACCE5S Tp S~CIAL CAPITAL7 : VARIATION BY RISK STATUS AND RAC E

NU M BER OF TYPES OF READl N G MATERIALS AVAILABlE IN THE IiOME A~ AGE 1d :

T AFRICA - ERI A N
Percent ~ Percent

RISK STATUS 0-1 Materials 2 Materials 3 Materials Unwei hted N 0-1 Materials 2 Materials 3 Materi als Unwei hted N
Total 1 0% 25% fi 5% 1 530 44°/a 28% 28 % 70 8

Family St rvct ure at Age 1
2 Pa rents 9% 24% 67% 1371 41°~ 25% 3 4 °~ 42 1
~2 Parents 22% 34 % 44°/n 1 5fi 5 0°k 33% 1 8 % 28 7

C hi== 42 .3"" Gh iZ=8 . 1 '

Num ber of Sihlin g s
0-3 6°k 23 °h 70 °!0 103fi 3 8 °~ 2 6% 3 7°k 2 3 7
4+ 20 °~ 28°~ 52 % 474 49% 28 °Jo 2 3% 4fi 3

Chi2= $ 6 .5 `"` Ch iz=6 .0"

Parent's Education
H [gh SC hoo l+ 3°k 20% 76% 999 i6% 30 % 54% 1 7fi
< Hiyh SCh001 25% 34 % 40 % 5 31 54% 27% 19°k 532

C h iz= 280 . 3'*" Chiz= 38 .5"` "

Occupat ional SE I
of Househ ol d Hea d
at Age ~ 4

Nof Low 7°/a 24 % 69% 1 173 3 1 % 31% 39% 27 4
LOw 22% 2 9 % 49% 253 51% 26°/a 23% 3 2 3

ChiZ= 70 . 3*'* Chi z= 10 . 1 *`

Fami ly Pove rty Ratio
1 50 + PBrCEnt 6% 24 % 71% 1 0 7fi i8% 27% 56% S4fi

< 150 Percent 26% 3 1 ~0 43% 355 55°~ 26% 19°k 53 1
Ch iz =151 . 5~`° Chiz=35 .8" *'

lace oF Residence
Outside Central C ity 1 p% 25°~ 65 % 1 1 42 63°~ 22 % 1 5 °~ 38 3
I nside Cenirel City 12% 25 9ro 6 3 % 38 8 24°k 34 % 42 °k 325

C hi'=1 .9 Chi z=42 .fi"*

Si ngle Paren t wit h
~ High Schoo l

Ed ucai+on
No 9% 24 °h fi7% 142 9 4 1 °k 25% 34 °k 45 7
Yes 29 % 38% 33% 1D1 52% 33% 15% 25 1

C hiz=61 .3""* Chi2= 9 . 9"'

S ca ~e of Risk
0 Risk 2% 18% 7 9% 5 9 9 4% 21% 75% 1 5
1 - 3 R ISkS 15% 29°k 56% 841 37°k 28 °k 35 % 17 5
4 + RISks 40% 33% 27% 8Q 62% 2 7% 1 1 °/a 17 5

Chiz=20fi . 2`°' Ch iz =3 5 . 6 *' ~

5ample: Males ages 14- 17 and li ving at home at ti me o f initial s u rvey , N L5-Nt
Source : Chi ld Tr~nds , Inc., Washington , ~C



TABLE 25
WHO HAS ACC E SS TO SOCIAL CA PITAL? : VA RIATIQN B Y R IS K ST AT U S AND RA C E

PARENTAL ENCOURAGEM~NT TO CONTINUE ED U CATION PAST }iIGH SC HOO L

WHITE AFRICAN -AMERlCAN
Percent Percent

Much Some No Much Some No
RISK STATUS Encouragement Encouragement Encouragement Unweighted N Encouragement Encouragement Encourageme~t Unweighted N
Tatal 63°,6 24°~6 13°~ 1 181 60°,6 2 5°.6 15°b 380

Family 5inrcture at Age 3 4
2 Parents 64°,6 23°,6 93°.6 1120 62°~ 25°~ 12°~ 287
~ 2 Parents 44°~ 35 °~6 21 % 58 54°r5 21 % 25°iG 93

Ch i2= 11 .3" Chi''2 . 9

Number of Siblings
0-3 ~ 68°,6 22% 10°.6 823 59°.b 22°~6 19°~ 130
4+ ~ 49°~ 28°,6 23°,6 344 62°,6 26 9b 12°~ 246

Chi2=54 . 0'"' Ch iz= i .2

ParenYs Education
Hf9h SChOOI + 69°~ 21°.b 9°k 817 69°,b 18°~ 13 °~ 701
< High School 48°,G 29°~ 23°,6 3fi4 57°,6 27°k 16°,6 279

Ch~=64.0"" Chi ~= 1 .8

~ccupational 5E I
of Househo id Hea d
at Age 1 d

Not~ow 66 °k 23°~ 11°.6 933 60°,U 29°~ 11 °,b 1 4 6
Low 50°.b 27°.6 23°k 191 61 °,6 2 5 % 1 A °.b 188

Chi~ =2 7 .6"' Ch i' `0 .5

Family P over ty Rat i o
150 + Percent 6S°fo 23% 11 °•6 866 65°6 2 8 °.6 8°~ 95

< 150 Percea~t 51 °•G 2895 20 °.6 250 56°,6 24°~ 13°~ 27~
Ch~=23.7'° Chi z=3 .0

Place of Residence
OutsideCentralCity 63°r6 24% 13~, 869 55% 27°~ 1 9°,G 232
Inside Gentral Ciry 63°~ 23°~ 14°,U 292 68°,G 22°~G 10°~ 16 8

Ch i~=02 Ch i~ =3 _0

Single Pareni with
~ High Schoof

Education
No 64°.6 23°k 73°~ 1150 62°,G 25% 1 4°,6 29 4
Yes 40°~ 39°,6 21 °,5 3 1 55°~ 24% 21 °,6 86

Chi = -8 .1' Chi'= 1 . 1

S~ale of Risk
0 Risk 76°i6 1 8°~6 6°~b 5D5 85°l0 9°,b 6% 24
1-3 Risks 53°~ 28°,6 19°~b 622 60°~ 25°,G 1S% 220
4+ RI Sks ` 4 3°,6 30°~ 28°~ 47 56°~ 2 7°~ 1 8°,6 13 4

Ch i '=91 .7"' Chi2 =3 . D

Sa m pl e: M al es ages 1 4- 17 an d l ivin g at home al time of initial survey, NtS-M
Sou rc e : C hi l d 7rends , Ino ., Washington , DC



TASLE 2 6
WHO HAS ACCESS TO SOGIAL CAPITA L? : VAR I A710N BY RISK 57ATU5 ANd RAC E

TEACHER ENCOURAGEMENT' 70 CONTINUE E~UCA7 10N PAST HIGH SCHOO L

WHI E ~~- . ~ . AFRICAN-AMERICAN =--

Percent Percent
Much Some No Much Some No

RISK STATUS Encouragement Encouragement E~co Vragement Unwe i ghted N Encouragemenl Encouragement Encouragement Unweighted N
T o tal ~ d3 °,G 34% 23°~fi 135$ 41 °i(i 3 7°ifi 22°~6 566

Family 5truclure at Age 1 4
2 Parents 44°~ 34°~ 22 °~ 1222 43°,6 36°~ 20°~ 337
< 2 F'arents 32°~ 4~°,U 28°~r 129 3 8°,G 38°h 24°,6 229

Ch E~ =7 .Z" Chi~ = 0 .7

Number of Sib3ings
0-3 45°~ 36°,b 20°~G 928 4446 35°~ 21°,G 190
4+ 37°~b 33°,U 30°.G A10 40°,b 38°k 22% 369

Chix =21 .7"' Ch ix= 0 .9

Parent' s Education
High SCh001 + 46°,6 35°.b 19% 897 55°~ 27 °.6 17°~ 132

< H fqh School 36°,6 33°,b 3l °,G 458 37°k 40% 23°l6 434
Ch12=26 1 "" C h i~- 5 .3t

Occ~pational SE I
of Househ old Head
a t Age 1 4
NOtLoW 45°.S~ 34°~b 21°,6 1~48 35°k 46% 9 9°/a 206
Low 39°,6 3 5°~ 26°k 218 46°,6 33 °~ 29°,6 273

Ch i2= 3 .5 C hi~ -fl .2

F a m ily Poveriy Rati o
150 + Percent 45°,b 34°k 21 °,5 961 48°~ 36°.G 17°,b 115
~~SQ Percent 38°,~ 36°~, 27°k 311 38°~ 38°~G 24°~ 432

Chi'=6 . 9' C h i~=~ .d

Place of Residence
OutsideCeiltnECity 43°~6 36°~6 22°l6 10~9 ~O°~6 39°b 21°~6 32i

Ins ide Cenfrat City 43°6 31% 26°~ 336 43°~ 3 5°,G 22°rG 2d5
Chi'=d . 1 Chi Z =0 .3

Single Parent wiS h
~ H igh 5chool

Education
No 43°,6 3496 22°,G 1275 4496 35°,U 21°,6 363
Yes 32°.6 36°,6 32°b gD 35~ 41 °,6 24 °.6 203

Chi~ =5 .4t Chi2= 1 . 8

5c ale of Risk
0 Risk A9°,6 34°,b 17°la 541 52% 3&°i6 1 2°,6 25
1 -3 Risks 39°~ 35°k 25°~ 737 A2°,6 3fi°~ 22°.6 296
4+ Risks 32°,6 2 7 °~6 41% 6& 38°do 40°r6 23 °~6 24t

Chi z= 31 .3"` Chi2 =Q . 8

S am p le : Males ages 14 -17 an d living aY home at Yime of in itiel survey, N LS- M
5ounce: Ch il c! Trends, I nc., Washington, D C



TABLE 2 7
WHO HAS ACC E SS TO SOCIAL CAPITAL? : VAftIATION BY RISK STATUS ATJd F2AC E

R E S f DENT1 AL. STAB ILITY WHILE GROWING UP : YEARS LIVEQ IN SAME COUNTY

WHITE ~ AFRICRN -A MERICAN
Percent ~~ ~ Percent

RISK STATUS ~ 1 Year 1+YEARS Entire Life Unweighted N < 1 Year 1+YEA R-S=Enti re Life Unwei hted N
Total ~ 5% 42°~ 53°r6 1515 2°,b 28°.6 7D°,6 ~~ 706

Family Structure at Age 1 A
2 Parents 4°~ +32% 54°6 1357 2°k 27°,6 71 °,6 42 1
~ 2 Parents 10°~ 48°~+ 4396 156 3°.6 29°b 68°,6 285

Ch i ~= 16 .2"*« Chi==0.2

Number of Siblings
0-3 5°~6 42°•G 54°r6 1024 2% 29°k 69°i6 237
A+ d°.6 44°~ 52°~ 472 3°,6 ~7°~ 70°~ 461

Chl2-i .0 Chi Z =0 .9

ParenYs Education
High SchOOI + ~°~ 43°h 52°~ 990 2°G 22% 76°,6 175
< Fligh Schoo! 5°,6 40°,6 56°,6 525 2% 30°~ 68°k 531

Chiz=OA Ch~=0. 5

Occupati onal 5E l
of F{ousehold Head
at Age 1 4

NOt LOW 4°~ 45°h 51 °,6 1162 3°~ 32°k 65°,6 274
Low 3°r6 31 °,b 6696 250 ~ 2°~ 25% 73°~ 322

Chi=-2Q0""' ChR = 1 .6

Family Poverty Ratio
150 + percent 5°.6 42% 53°k 1064 2°k 34°~ 63°,G 145
c 15p Percent 646 4d% 50°/a 353 3°16 24°ib 73°~G 530

Chiz=1 .5 Chi~=2 . 2

Place of Residence
Outside Central City 5°,6 43°k 52°.6 ~ 1134 2°,6 27°,6 71°~6 382
lnside Csntral G ity 4°,U 39°.6 56°h 381 3°~6 28°,6 69°,6 324

Ch i = =2.6 Ch ~ =0 .5

Single Parent wit h
< High School

Edu~al ion
No 4°.fi 42% 54°,6 141A 2°,6 27°r6 71°.6 456
Yes 7°,6 48°~ 45°,6 1D1 3°,6 30°~6 67°~ 250

CF~i2 =4 .1 Chi~-0 . 4

Scale of Ris k
0 R isk 4°~6 45°k 52°.6 S91 5°,5 48°.6 A7°,6 3 6

1-3 R isks 6% 40°~ 54°,b 83fi 2% 27°k 71°k 375

4+ Risks 2°~ 45°k 53°k 79 3°,G 25°,b 73°,6 288
Chi~=7 .A Ch i==4 , 0

Sa mple: Males ages 14-17 an d livin g at h o m e at ti me of init ial s urvey, NL5-M
Source : Chil d Trends, I n c ., ~lVas h irtg ton, [?C



T ABLE ~ 6
ADULT A G HIEVEMENT AMONG MAL~ Y~UTH : VARIAT IONS BY S QCIAL CAPITAL AND RAC E

EDUC ATIO NAL ATTAIN ME NT BY A G E 2 9

Percent Percent
~ Mean Years 1+ Year Mean Years

SOCIAL CAPITAL < High School High 5chool 1+ Year Gollege Com leted Unweighted N < Migh 5chool High School Colle e Com leted Unwei hted N
Total 8°~ 33°~ 59°,6 1081 24°r6 35°6 41 °,U 335

Types nt Reading Mater ials
in the Home at Age 1 4
0-1 37°~b 34°.b 2996 l l .6 1l0 3~ °,6 37°~6 32% 12 .0 186
2 13°.6 42°,5 4596 12 .9" 258 2l °,6 39% 40°,5 12 .8° 84
3 3°,6 30°,U 67°~ 14 .3" 710 15°k 28°k 57°~ 13 .3" 64

Chi 2- 174.8"` Chi2 =6 ,9

Parental Encouragemen t
to Confin~e Education
Much 5°,6 23°,6 72°~ 14.4" 585 16°,6 26°~ 57°A, t3A"" 139
Some 6°~ d2% 52°~ 13A" 224 30°~ di°k 28°,6 11 .9 52
None 19°,G 54°h 27°~ 12 .1 118 31°,b 59% 1D°,6 11 .7 33

Chi~=103 .9'*" Chi x =13 .6 . "

Teacher Encouragerctent
to Continue Education
Much 4°,6 26°h 70°~ 14.3" 457 14°F, 30°,6 56% 13 .A" 133
Some B°,6 35% 56°,6 13 .6" 367 179G 42°,6 40°,6 12 .6" 1i$
No~10 17°!0 41% 41% 12 .7 232 6~°,6 34°,6 6°~6 11 -0 66

Chl z =fi8 .3"' Chl =302""

Residential Sta6ility While
Growi n g
~ 1 Year 6°~i 28°ib 66% 13 .7 38 42% l7% 41 °~6 12 .1 10
1+ Years 10°.G 29°~ 61 °,6 13 .8 421 2996 31 °,6 40°,6 12 .5 69
Entire Life 8°~ 35°,6 57°.6 13 -6 609 23°!0 37°,6 4Q°~G 12 .5 253

Chi2=5 .2 Chi'=1 .4

Sample : Males ages 14-'E 7 and liv ing at home at time of initi al survey , NLS-M
SourCe : C~ild Trends , Inc ., Washington , DC



TAB L E 29
ADU~7 ACHIE V EMENT AMONG MA L E Y OUTH : VAf21ATIONS BY SOCIAL CA PI TAL AND RAC E

HOURLY WAGE AT AGE 29

Percent T Percen t
~ Mean Hourly Mean Hourly

SOCIAL CAP{TAL Low) Medium {High Wage Unwei hted N (Low) ~Medium (H igh) Wage Unwei hted N

Types ot Reading Material s
in the Home at Age 1 4
0-1 23% 57°,U 20°.6 $1 'I .24 102 42°~ 49°~6 9°~ $ 9.bD 174
2 19°,6 51°,6 3Q% $13 .40 20A 36°,U 50°~i 1A°~b $10 .30 81
3 18°~ 52°~ 34°~ $13 .30 574 29°,G 44°~ 26°6 $12 .Dd 66

Chiz=5.2 Chi' = 5 .8

Parentai Encouragemen t
to Continue Education
iNuch ~7°~6 54°,6 23°r5 $13 .30' 463 32°k 49°~f+ 19°,b $11 ,00 130
Some 38°~ 50°,6 32°~ $13 .~0' 188 29°,U 6d°h 7°6 $ 9 .60 53
None 2496 51 % 25°~ $11 .44 90 53°k 33°~ 14°6 $ 9 .70 29

Chi~=3 .9 Chi2 =5 .1

Teacher Encouragemen t
ta Continue Education
Much 13°~6 52°,6 29°~ $13 .30' 370 41 °,6 3996 20% $10 .50 127
Same i6% 51°,6 339b $13 .50' 3~0 26°,6 64°~ 10°,6 $1 0 .80' 116
None 17°h 55°~ 28°~ $ 72 .50 182 49°~ 41°~ 10°,6 ~9 .20 60

Ch i~=2 7 Chi2=8 . 4 f

Reside~r tial Stabil ify Whil e
Growing
< 1 Year 75% 53°,6 32°•G $13 .D0 31 52°k 28°,6 20°,6 $1Q00 9
1+ YeBfs 23°,6 49°~ 28°,6 512 .40 359 34°k 50°~ 16°,6 $10.6D 67
Entire L ife 16°,b 55 °,6 29°,U $13 .40 483 36°,6 48°~ 1d°,6 $10 .2D 244

Ch iz =5.8 ChiZ-0 . 7

Sample : M a le s a ges 1 4- 1 7 an d l ivi n g at h om e a t time oi initia! survey, NLS-M
Source : Ch i ld Tren ds, Inc ., Washington, OC



TABLE 3 0
ADULT ACH IEVEM ENT A MO N G MALE YO UTH : VARI AT ION S BY SOCiAL CAP ITAL AND R AC E

YEARLY EARNINGS A7 AGE 29

-~F~ICAi~i-AIV~FtICA~T
~__u. ._ .

Percent Percent
SOCIAL CAPITAL (Low Medium) (Hi h) Mean Eamin s Unwe ighted N [Low Medium) (High NEean Eamin s Unwei hfed N

Types of Readi ng Material s
in ihe Home at Age 1 4
0-1 25°~ 56°,6 19°.6 ~21 ,200 .00 119 36°,6 56°~ 8°,~ $16 ,200 .D0 2Q3

2 21 °,G 489b 31 °,b $24 ,500 .00 277 3fi96 56°.b 8°,b $16 ,6D0 .00 93

3 2D°,6 d8°.U 31°~ $24 , 7D0 .0(3t 744 34°~ 52°~ 14°,6 $T9 , 3U0 .00' 76

Ch i~ =7 .4 Chiz= i .2

Parental Encouragemen t
to Continue Education
MUCh 19°,6 46~ 34°6 $25 ,fi00 .00" 615 29°~ 63°,6 8°~ $18 , 200 .00`" 151

Some 23°,U 49°,b 28°~ $ 22 ,900 .OOt 231 309G 63°~ 7°.6 $17 ,400 .OOt 57

None 27°~ 48~ 25°,6 $ 20 ,300 .00 123 50°~ 42°~ 8°~ $ 13 ,800 .00 34

Ch i 2 =8 .3t Chi ~ =2 .8

Teacher Encouragement
to Continue Educati~
Much 18°~ d8 °,6 34°b $25 , 700 .00' 479 31°,6 55°,6 13°,6 $18 , 400 .00" 148
Same 22% 46 °.6 32°,6 S24 ,O~D .00 382 29°h 62% 3% $'17, 500 .00• 129
None 21°~ 53 °~ 26°,U $ 22 ,800 ,00 243 49°,G 48°~ 3°~ $1A , 240 .00 72

Ch iz=6 .4 Chi ' -5 .~

Residential 5tabil ity While
Growing '
~~ Year 15°~U 48 °k 38 °k $26 ,000 .00 40 29°,b 50°,G 21°~, $19 , D00 .00 10

1+ Years 24% 49 °,6 27 °,6 $23 ,400 .OOt 447 36°~ 50°,G 14°~ $ 18 , 200 .00 77

Entire Life 2Q°.G A9°~ 32 °k $ 2 4 ,80~ .0~ 642 35°r6 57°~6 896 $16 , 700 .00 284
Ch i 2 =6 .0 Chi~=1 . 7

5ample: Males ages 14-17 and living at hame at time ot inEtial survey, NLS-Ph
Source : Child Trenda, Inc ., Washington, OC



TABL E 3 1
Al3U LT AGHIEVE MENT AMONG M P.LE YOU TH : VARIATIO N S 8Y SOGI AL C AP4T AL AN D R A C E

~ OTA~ N~T FAMlLY INC4ME f N 1861 (AGES 2932 )

-- -~i~€-- - C .

Percent Percent
SOCIAL CAPITAL Low) Medium High) Mean [n~ome Unweic,~hted N (Low) (Medium tHigh) Niean Income Unweighted N
Tota l

Types of Reading IVlaterials
in the Home at Age 1 4

0 -1 29°.6 55°k 16°~ $30 , 50Q .00 103 +36°~ 39% i4°~ $25 , 100 .00 18D
2 19% 54% 27°,6 $36 , 200 .DOt 24d 32°h 5296 179b $27 ,5~0 .00 81
3 189~ 51 % 3 1 °.6 $37,2QO .d0"" 631 17°~ 59°,6 2496 $31 ,4D0 .~" 73

Cht =13 .0' Chi2 =$ . 7 t

Parental Encouragement
to Continue Education

iVl tfch 16°~ti 50°r6 34% $39 , 800 .00" 530 31 °.6 A8 °,6 21 % $28 ,60D .00 141

5ome 20°k 5&~ 25°,b $33 , 7DO .o0t 198 19°k 67°,6 13°,6 $27 ,700 .00 53
None 33% 49 96 18°,b $29 , 900 .00 10d A 2 °,6 A3 °~ 16°~ $25 ,d 00 .00 28

Chi=23 .8"' Chi2=3 . 4

Teac h er En c+wrag emen t
to ContEnue Education

M~Ch t7~ 50 °h 33°~ $38 , 900 .00" 41S 35°~ 37°~ 28°,6 $30 ,600 .00" 139
Some 2 0°,U 54°,6 26% $35,40D .00 326 31°~6 59°~ 1 D°i6 $25 ,700 .D0 114

None 23% 49 °,6 28°~ $33,2 00 0 0 20fi 35% 53°~ 1 2°~ $24 ,500 .00 59
Ch'=8 .2t Chi = =7 . 4

Res i dential Stability Wh i le
Growin g

t 1 Year 10 °,6 65°,6 25% $35 , 800 .00 30 32% 68°!0 0% $21 ,300 . D0 6

1+ Years 20 °k 5D°,G 30°~ $37 ,000 .00 365 33°~ 49°~ 1 6% 5~ 27 ,500 .00 71

Entir e Life 'f 9 °~ 53°~ 28 % $35 ,6oO D0 553 35% 47°~ 18°~ $ 27 ,500 .00 258
ChP = 3 .8 C h i2 = .0 6

Samp le : Males ages 1A -17 and living al home at time of in it ia! survey, NLS- M
Sour~e: Chil d Tren ds, Inc ., Washington, DC



TA$L E 32
ADU L T AC HIE V EMEN T AM ON G MALE YOl1TH : VARIATI ON S 6Y SOC I AL CAP ITqL ANp RAC E

NET FAMI LY ASSET5IN 1981 (AGES 29~2 )

---- T -- -A ~f~l~
.._ _

~ Percenl Percent ~~
SOCIQL CAPITAL _ ~Low) IUledium Hi h Mean Assets llrtweighted N (Low~ (Medium) ~H i ghy_ Mean Assets Unweighted N
Tota 1

~I 'ypes of Reading Materials
in the Home at Age 1 4
0-1 2896 59°,6 i3°k $18,200 .D0 9D 30°.6 65% 6°~i $17 , 700 .00 159

2 14°6 56°.6 31% $fi3 ,900 .~" 213 32% 5$% 10°h $13 ,BQ0.00 82
3 16°6 52°,6 33°~6 $62,200 ,Dp' S82 ~9°~ 76°~ 5°~ $10 ,OQD.00 68

Ch i '=20 .0"' Chi'=2. 7

Parental ~ncouragement
to Coait inue Educalion
Much 12°,6 52°,U 35°~i $B5,500 .00"` 476 27% 65% 8°l6 $12 ,100 .ODt 128
5ome 21°,6 50°,6 3~°~ $39 ,900 _00 177 24°,G 73% 3°,U $ ~0 ,400 .OD 49
Nane 20% 61°,6 1996 $28 ,800 .00 98 28°~ 72% D96 $ 4 ,200 .00 29

Chi=-15.9" Chiz =1 - 7

Teacher Encouragemen t
to Continue Education
~lluch 16% 51°ib 33°.6 $58,600 .00 372 23°,5 65% 12°~6 $15,500 .OD' 128
Some 18°,b 54°~6 29°.6 $4$,20D .00 296 33°.b 62% 5°h $ 8,100 .00 106
None 15°,b 56°~ 2996 $47,80D .00 190 27°~ 71°,6 2°~ $ 3,900 .00 55

Chi'=2 .3 Chi~-3 .9

Residential Stability Whil e
Growing
< 1 Year 17°/0 48°/u 3$°la $76~900 .00 28 27°~6 55% 18°!0 $ 9,8~O .DD 6
1+ Years 19°~ 579b 24°.6 $39 , 900 .00' 354 36°l0 57°k 7°~ $ 11,600 .00 60

Entire LiFe 14°,b 51 °~ 3496 $56,700 .00 494 25°.6 69 °.6 6°~ $ 9,500 .D0 242

Chi z =9 2 .2' Chi'-1 . 8

Sam pE e: Males ages 1 4 - 17 a nd livi n g at home at t ime oF initi a l su rvey , NLS- M
Sou rce : Child Tren ds, In o ., W a sh ingt on , DC



TAB L E 3 3
ADULT ACNIEIl EME l+1T AMQAIG MALE YOU7H : VAF~IATIOIVS BY SOC I AL GAP4TA~ . AND RAC E

dCCUPAT IONAL STATUS AT AG AGE 2 9

Percent Parcent ~
SOCIAL GAPITAL Low M ediu rn) High) _ ___ Mean 5EI U n w e i hted N { Low) (Med i um~_ (H i g h M ea n SEE ~ Unwei hte d N

Types oi Readi ng M at eria ls
i n the Home a t Age 1 4

0-1 27 % 53°~6 20°iU 33 1 ~6 d4 °.6 52% 4 °rb 23 196
2 28°6 5 3°k 2 0°,6 36 2 6 9 32% 50% 18°.6 34" S2
3 15°~ 47°,6 38°~ 47" 73 8 29°k 49% 21 °~ 35" 75

C h i~-48.3'•` Chi'=9.2 t

Parental E ncou ragem~ t
to Con t inue Education
Much 15 °.6 44 °h 40°,6 48" 608 299 6 53°~ '18°~ 33" ` 149
Some 18°.G 51% 30°.6 42'" 223 40°r6 57% 3% 24 57
N one 3 4°~ 5 1°~ 15% 31 120 55°,6 38% 79b 23 3d

Chi2 =4 1 3"'" Ch i~=7 . 3

Teacher Encoungemen t
to Continue Ed u c ati on

Much 1 4°~ 46°,6 40°,G 48" 473 31 °,6 49°~ 2096 34"" 143
SOmQ 21°~ 50°~ 29% d2 ' 3 76 3 4°,6 56°,6 1 0 °,6 28' 1 2 7
N one 25°~ 49°,G 26°~ 38 238 54 °~ 4 3°.6 2°~ 21 7 2

C hi 2-2 2 .9 "" Chi'=8 .9 t

Res idential Stability Wh ile ~
Growin g

< 1 Year 1 5°~G 34°,6 50°~ 57 39 424G 56°,6 0°•b 22 9
~ +Years 1 99b 49°k 32°~6 4 4t 440 41 °/a 41% 17% 29 7 6
En fl re ~'rfe 20°~ 49°,6 3 1 % 42' S 33 36°~ 53°,6 10°.6 28 27 9

Chi' =7.3 Ghi==2. d

S ampl e= Males ages 14 -17 and l ivi n g at home at time of in i tia l s urvey, N L5-M
Sou rce : Child Trends , Inc ., WashEngt o n , aC



TABLE 3 4
ADULT ACHIEVEMENT AMONG MALE YOUTH : VA RI A710NS BY SQCIAL CAPITAL AND RAC E

NU ~VI BER OF WE EKS UNEMPLOYED IN 1981 {A GES 29 -32)

W ITE f~ A F RICAN-AMERICA ~~~~~

Y Percent W ~ Percent ~
Mean Weeks Mean Weeks

RISK STATUS < 5 Weeks 5+ Weeks Un employed Unweighted N < 5 Weeks 5 + Weeks Unem pioyed l~nweighted N

Total ---- - -

Types of Reading Mater i als
in the Horne at Age 1 4
D-1 90% 10% 1_8 98 88% 12°!0 2.8 169

2 $7°10 13% 2.3 237 75% 25°l0 6.6" 8 1

3 91% 9% 1.7 589 80% 2Q% 5.8t 70

Chr =3.9 Ch~=2. 5

~arental Encouragement
o Continue Educatio n
Much 91% 9% 1.6 502 85% 95% 3.9 126

Some 90°l0 10% 2.0 194 79% 21 % 6.6 55

None 87% 13% 2.8 89 84% 16% 4_fl 32

Chi~= 7.5 Ghr =0. 4

Teacher Encouragement
o Gontinue Educatio n

Much 92% 8% 1.5 39$ 86% 14°!0 4.3 1 27

Some 88% 12% 2.4 308 81% 19% 4.3 1 1 2

IVone 89°/a 11% 7.0 192 79% 21% 4.8 62

Ch~=2.6 Ch~=0. 7

Resider~tial Stabil~ty Whil e
Growing

~ 1 Year 97°~ 3% 1.5 28 87% 13% 0,5 8

1+ Yeafs 8$°l0 12% 2.0 346 85% 15% 3.9 61

E ntire Life 91°/a 9% 1_8 538 81% 19% 4.8 252

Chr -3.5 Ch~=0. 2

Sample : Males ages 94-17 and E iving at home at time of i niGal survey, NLS - M
SQUrce: Child Trends , Enc., Washington, DC



TABLE 3 5
ADULT ACHIE UEMENT AMONG MALE Y O UTH : VARIAT IONS BY S O CIAL CAPI TAL AND RAG E

ED UCATIONAL AT Tr41 NMEN T 8 Y AGE 35

~ -- =.- : _-_
A -A CA

{'erC e nf Percent

Mean Years 1+ Yea r Mean Yea rs

SOCIAL CAPI7AL < Hi h School Hi h School t+ Year Colie e Com leted LJnwei hted N < Hi h Sch ool Hi h St h onl Colle e Com letetl Unwe i~ ed N

T ype s of Reading Materlals

in lh e Home at Age 1 A
0-1 389'0 41% 22% 1 1 .3 156 54°!0 35% 11% 10.3 17D

2 179'a 38°k 45% 13. 1" 364 22~5'n 48% 2 9% 1 2 .3 "' 7 3

3 5°/a 25% 7 1 % 1d, 7" 7 57 1 89'n 19°/n 63% T3J "' 77

Ch ~=2 81 .3•'• Ch P=4 9 .8°`

Parental Encouragemen t
to Con tinue Ed ucation

Mu ch 6 9'0 15% 7 9% 15.2° 4 74 21% 259~0 5496 t3. 5 ' $ 1

Some 1396 35% 53% 13.8° 2 2 'f 39yc 54% 7 qo 1 1 .0 44

Nor3e 21% 58% 2 1 % 1 1 .8 164 A 3% 46% 12% 1 0 _8 4 0

Ch ~=239 .5'", Ch P =2fl .5"'

Tea cher Enw urage me n t

to Cor~ tinue Edu ca t ion
Mu ch 4% 18% 7 7% 15.0 46 7 1 79'0 3 1 % 5 296 7 3 .3" 114

So me 8% 32% fi0% 1 4A" 42 1 35% 40% 25% 17 .7 '* 97

None 269'e 44°~ 30% 1 2.3 375 589'a 30% 12°/, 10.4 1Q3

Ch ~=2 9 3 . 1'"' Ch r~=3 4 .1 ""

EDUCATIONAL ATTAI NM ENT BY AGE 29

M T ~ CA A C
Percent Percent

T Mean Years 1+ Year Mean Years
SOCT AL CA?ITAL < H I h School Hi h School 1 + Y ear Col 1e e Com l ep t ed Unwei hte d N ~ Hi h 5choo[ Hi h S chool Co lleg e _ Com~leted Unwe i ht ed N
TD181 8% 33% 59% 1 09 1 24% 35% 41% 335

Types of Re a din g Mat a rials
i n the Home at Age 1 4

0 -4 37% 34 % 29% 11 .6 1 10 31 % 37°/a 32 40 12 .0 186
2 13% 42°/a 45% 1 2 .9" 258 21 % 39°!0 4090 12.8" 84
3 3% 3036 67% 1 4.3"' 710 15Wo 28°/0 57qo 13.3" 64

Ch~= 174_ 8""" Ch ~=6 9

Parental Encouragement
to Gontinue Education

M uch 5°/0 23~ 72% 14.4 585 1 63'0 29 96 57 go 73 .4" 1 39
So m e 6°/a 42 % 5296 1 3. 4" 2 2d 309'0 4 19'a 289'0 11 .9 52
Non e 19% 54 % 27% 12 . 1 1 78 314'e 5996 i0% 7 1 .7 33

C h 7= 103 .9«• Ch~= 7 3 .6 .••

Te ach er Eneoura g ement
to Cantinue Educai ion

IVluch 4 96 26% 70% 1 4 .3` 457 1 4% 30 % 56% 13 .4" 133
Some 8% 35 % 569b 1 3 .6" 367 179'0 42 % 90% 12 .6" 118
None 1 7% 419'0 41~ 12.7 232 60qa 34% 69~4, 11 .0 66

Ch~'=68.3"` Ch ~=30 .2 "`

Samp le: i~lla les ages 14 - 1 7 and li ving at home a t f i me of inRial sunrey, NLS-M
Source : Child Trertds, I n c., Washington, ~C



TABL E 36
A~ULT ACHIEVEMEN T AMONG MALE YOUTH : VAR I ATIONl 5 BY S OCIAL GAP l TAL ANfl F2ACE

H~URLY WAGE AT AGE 3 5

_ .._ _ ~
1~~ N

Percent Percertt ~
y Mean Hourly Mean Hourly

SOCiA1. CAPfTAL Low Medium High Wage Unweighted N Low (Medium) Hi h) Wage Unwe i ghted N

Types af Readinq Material s
in the Home ai Age 1 4

0-1 31 % 58% 11 °h $12.8Q 128 58% 37~ 5% 3 9 .40 146
2 18°,6 S5% 27% $i5.3p•• 291 46% 36~ 17% $11 _90" 69
3 12°i6 49°l0 39°,f ~ $17_30'" 5$8 31% 52% 16°d, $12 _70~` 63

GhP = 7a .6"` Ch~=10 .4

Parentat En aourageme ~
o Cor~t i nue Educatw n
iNuth 9% 52% 3996 $17 .60" 375 41% 4696 13°6 $11 .3p 87
Some 1896 55°,G 27°~6 $15. 40t 179 73% 2096 7°6 $ 8 .70' 35
None 2596 57°~i Z9°b $1d.20 12A 4296 40% 1846 $11 .40 41

Ch~= 44 .8"' Ch~ =fi .5

Teaoher Entouragemetrt
to Corrtinue Ed usati on
Much 11% A5% 4496 S18 -DO"" 369 44% 43% 13°5 $11 _70" 106
Some 1346 6096 27°,b $157D" 33fi 4796 37% 16% $11 .301 82
Nohe 25°k 539f+ 23% $1A .4Q 289 52°,b 42°6 6% $1Q~ 92

Ch R -- 73.9"' ChP=2. 8

HOURLY WAGE AT AGE 23

_ =`I~ Ffif~~ R C~-Al~ ~
Percent ~ Percen t

SQGIAL CAPITAL Low Medium High ~ Wage Unwei hted N ~ .ow Medium (High Wage Unwe i ghted N

Types of Read ing NEaterials
i n the Home at Age 1 4
D-1 23% 57% 20°Ar $1120 102 429G 49% 9% $ 9 _40 174
2 19% 5196 3096 513 .40 20d 3696 5096 14% $10 .30 B1
3 1$% 53% 30°,6 $13 .30 574 2996 d4°,6 28% $12 .00 66

ChR= 5 .2 ChF= 5. 8

Parer~tal Encouragement
o Continue Eduqtio n
Much 17% 5~96 29% $13 .30' A63 32% 4996 19% $11 -Op ~3D
Some 16% 5096 3296 513.50' 168 28% 64% 7~ S 9 .60 53
None 24°6 5196 259b ~ 1 1 .40 90 53°i6 3346 14% $ 9.74 29

Gh~=3 .9 Ch~=5 . 1

Teacher Encouragemerrt
o Corrtlnue Educatb n
Much 1996 52% 29°6 513 .30' 37~ 41% 39% 24% $i0 .50 i27
5ome 1696 59% 33~, $13 .50' 30D 26% fi4% 10% $7fl .80" 116
None 1796 55% 28°.6 $i2 .50 182 4996 41 °~fo 10% $8 .~0 60

Ch~=2 . 7 Ch~= B .M

Sample : Mal9s ages 1A-17 and living at home at time ~ i nitia f sunrey, NLS - M
Souroe : Child Trends, Inc ., Washi~gton , DC



TABLE 37
ADULT ACHIEVE M EN7 A M O NG MALE YOUTH: VARIATIQ N S BY SQCIAL CAPITAL AND RAC E

YEARLY EARNING S A T AGE 3 5

~ VifHITE AFRI AN-AMERICA N
Percent Percent

SOCIAL CAPITAL Lo~rr Medium Hi h Mean Earnin s Us~wei hted N Low _ Medium} (H ~ gh Mean Earnin s Unwe i hted N

Types of Reading Mater ials
in f he Ffome at Ag e 1 4

0-3 25°/a 61 % 15 °/a $27, 500 .00 181 53% 47% 0 °/a $16 , 30D .~p 178
2 20°/a 55% 25 °!a $30 , 7 D O .OOS 375 45% 47%a 8 °/a $2 ~, 700 .00` 81
3 15% 47 °/a 38% $37, 70D . D0`* 777 41% 46 %a 13°fo $20 , 900 -00" 83

Chi'=58 .8`*' Ch i'=19 .6'

Parental Enwuragement
to Conti nue Educati on
MUCII 11% 49% 40% $38 , 50Q . OD"" 487 46 °/ 41 % 13% $20, 300 , ODt 86
Some 20°!0 56% 21% $31 , 200 .OOt 230 57% 37% 6% $18 , 200 ,00 44
No ne 26% 50 % 24°/a $28 , 300 .00 169 40% 60% 0% $ 1 9, 100 .0~ 45

Ch i~= 59.9'• Chi' =6 .4

Teacher Encourageme nt
to Contin u e Edu cat ion
Much 13°/a 43% 44 °/a $40 , 1 0 0 .00" 4 74 44% 46°!a 13 °h $21 ,7 00 .0 0" 9 2 2
Same 14°~ 5B°/a 30°k $ 3 4 , 4 0 0 .00" 438 42% 55°/a 3% ~19 ,400 .D0' 102
None 26% 54% 19°/a $28 , 2 0 0 .00 38 3 54% 4 4% 7% $1 6, 600 .00 115

C h i2 =1D2 .7'"' Chi'-10 .5 ~

YEARLY EARNINGS AT AGE 2 9

-- W HlTE AFRICA -A ERICAN ~
Percent Percent

SD CIAL CAPITAL Low Me diu m M i h Mean Eamin s U nwei hte d N ~' __LLow ~Medi um) SH i h Mean Eamin s llnvrei h ted N

Types of Reading Materials
in the 41ome at Age 1 4
0-1 25°/a 56% 19°/a $21,200.OD 119 36% 56% 8% $16,20D.D0 203
2 21°/a 48°/a 31°/a $2 4 ,500.00 277 36% 56°k 8% $96,6QD.00 93
3 20% 48% 31°/u $24,7~OAOf 7A4 34°fo 52% 14% $19,300.00" 76

Chi~=7.4 Chi2=1. 2

Parental Encouragemenl
ta Conlinue Education
~v1Urh 19°fo 46°fo 34°fo $25,6~0 fl0'" 615 29% 63°Jo 8°/a $78,20D,00" 15 1
Some 23% 49% 2B°/v $22,900.OD1 231 30°/a 63% 7% $17,400.OO1 57
Nane 27% 48% 25°/a $2D,300.OD 123 50°/a 42°/a 8%a $13~8d0.~0 34

Chi'=8.3t Ci~ia=2.8

Teacher Encouragemen t
to Continue Educatian
hq~~ 18% 48% 34% $25,700.00* 479 31% 55%a 13% $18,400AD'" 14$
SQmE 2296 46°/a 32°/a $24,000,00 382 29°10 82% 9°l0 $17,SOD.DO' 129

Mone 21% 53% 26% $22,800,00 243 49% 48°!0 3% $14,200.00 72
Chi2=6 .4 Chf'=5. 0

Sample' Ma les ages 14-17 a nd li vin g at ho m e at lime of initiaf survey, N LS-M
Source: Child Trends, Inc ., Washington, DC



7A B LE 3 8
ADULT ACHIEVE M E N T A M O NG MA~E YOUTH : VARIATIONS BY SOCIAL CAPITAL A N D RACE

TOTAL NET FA M ILY IMCOM E I N 1991 (AGES 34-39 )

HITE AFRIC
Percent

~~ lHiahl iUlean Income Unweiahted N ILowl iMediuml T~

r pes of Reading Materials
the Ftom e at Age 1 4
0-1
2
3

a re nt al Enco ura g eme nt

Cont inue Edu cati an
Much

Some
Nane

;acher E ncour agemenl
Cont in ue Edu cal ion
M uch
5ome
Non e

33% 53°/a 14% $35,000.00 141 58% 39%a
16%a 60% 24% $42,500.D0" 324 37% 45%
14°/a 51% 35%n $49,300.00" 686 18% 49%

Chi'=66.8"' Chi~=25.4"`

1Q% 56% 34% $49,400.Op"" 432 33% 48°/a
16% 54% 30% $44,1dD.D0' 200 56°k 36%
27o~a g7% 16% $39.800.00 139 59°k 33%

Chip=43.8"' Chi2=5. 6

11% 51% 38% $S~,OOD.DO'* 422 31% 48%
12°/a 60% 27°/a $45,80D_DO"' 387 46% 35%
26°h 50% 22% $39,300_00 325 52°/a 43°/v

Chi'=79.8"" Chi2=9.6'

TOTAL NET INCOME IN 1981 (AGES 29-32)

i} Mean Income UnNlef hte tl N

3% $25,1QO.D0 162
1 7% $34,700.00** 72

33°k $42,900.~D" 66

19% $3fi,600.00"' 72
8% $27,20Q.00 39
8% $26,400 .00 44

2 1 % $37,5 0 0 .00'" 108
19% $32, 40 0 .00 87
5% $27, 1 00 .QQ 1~5

~~ WH ITE AFRI AN - AMEE2ICA N
Pe rcent Pereent

SOCIAL CAPITAL Low Medium Fii h Mea n I ncome Unwei hted N (Low) (Medium ) H 3 h] Mean Income Unwei hted N
T o t a l

Types of Reading M aterial s
in the Ho me atAg~ 1 4

0 -1 29% 55°k 16% $3 U ,500 .~ 0 103 46%v 39% 14% $25,100.00 18 0
2 19°k 54% 27°k $3G,200_Opt 244 32% 52% 17% $27,500.00 81
3 is% 51°l0 31% $37,2~O.Od*' 631 17°!a 58% ?4% $31, 4 00.00"' 73

Chi2=13.0* Chiz=8.7t

Pa~er rta l EnCOaragemen t
o Conti n ue Educatio n

T~lluch 16% 50% 34% $38,800.00*` 530 31% 48% 21% $2$,6Q0.00 1 4 1
So mE 20% 5$% 25% $33,704.O~t 198 19% fi7% 13% $27,700.00 $3
None 3 3% 49°/a 18% $ 2 9 ,90 0 . 00 104 42% 43°/a 16 °/a $25, 4DO. D0 2 8

Chi~23.8"` Chi'=3. 4

Teacher Encouragemen l
o Continue Ed ucatio n

MuCh 17°10 5 0°l0 33% $3 8 , 900 .00" 416 35% 37% 28% $3D,6DOAD" 13 9
Some 20°/a 54% 26% $35, 4 00.00 326 31°/v 59% 10% $25,700.D0 11 4
NOfiB 23% 49% 28% $33,200.00 206 35% 53% 12% $24, 500 .00 59

Chi'=$.2t Chi2=7 .4

Sample : M aleS ages 1 4 -17 and living ai home al tim e o f initial survey,



7 A9LE 39

ADULT ACH IEVEMEMT AM ONG M .4LE YOUTH : VARl ATIONS BY SDGIAL CAPITA L AND RAC E

N E7 FAM I LY R SS E TS I N 198 1 ~AGES 34 -39 ~

WHITE AFRICAN-AMERfCAN
PercenS ~ ~ Percent

50CiA~ CAPITAL Low I Medium Hi h Mean Assets Unweighied N_ _~~~Low]~ Medium) _~~HigJ__ T Mean Assets Unwei hted N

Fypes of Reading Material s
in the Home at Age 1 A
Q1 25% Sfi% 1996 $ 70,500.00 125 65% 3D% 5% $24,500.00 135
2 1796 51°6 3296 $107,700.OD 274 41% 58°,5 1°.b $28,540.00 65
3 13% 54% 34% $135,500.00" 569 50% 40°~ 10% $32,600.00 54

Ch~=23.5"' Ch~=10.6'

Parental Enceuragemen t
o Continue Education
Much 11 °6 55% 34% $135,500.OD` 372 45% 46% 8% $36,700.00 83
Some 1296 59% 29% $110,600A0 t75 68% 15% 18% $63,Q94_OD' 3 5
None 29°h ~7% 24% $92,200.00 178 6Q% 4D% Q% $11,7D~.00 34

Chi'=37.9'° Ch~=8.1 1

Teacher Encouragemerit
o Continue Educatio n
MUCh 12~, 53% 35% 51-01,500.D0' 364 48% 4B°~6 4% $27,8D0.00 93
Some 11 % 55°6 349G $126,90D.00 334 47% 47% 7°6 $39,4Dp.00 fi9
None 23°b 52°6 259G $109,9QD.00 276 62°~ 3~% 7% $23,000.00 91

Chr'-34.6"' Ch~-4.0

NET FAMILY ASSETS IN 1981 ( AGES 29 -3 2 )

_~ .~ ~_ _ ~ , _,., _ : . : , _ - -__-, - ,- <_ = _-:_ m .~~. T---
WHIT E AF R ~GAN- QMERI CAN

Percent ~ ~ Percent
-__ -- ._ .. - -

S QCIAL GAPiTAL (Lvw Med i u m) Hi h) M ea n Assets Unweighteci IV __ ~Low) _ (Medium) (Nigh Mean A ssets Unweigh ted N
Totaf -f-

Types of R eading Material s
in the Wome at Age 1 4
a1 289b 59% 13% $ 18,200.00 90 30% 65% fi% $17,700.00 159
2 14% 56% 3 1 % $63,90Q.00`~ 2 13 32% 5896 1Q% $ 1 3,$OO.QO 82
3 16% 52% 33°fo $52,2Q0.00` 582 19% 76% 5% $1U,OOO.QO 66

Chi =20_0""' Ch~=2. 7

Parental E ncouragemerrt
to Cantinue Ed ucat ion

M uc h 12% 5296 3596 $85,500 .00"' 4 76 279G 6596 896 $12, 1 00.OOt 128

Some 21% 5~% 30% $ 39,900.00 177 2496 73°,6 3% $ 10,400.00 49

Nohe 2096 61 % 19% $ 28,B00.60 98 28% 7296 0% $ 4,2Q0.00 29
ChP=15.9" Ch~= 1 . 7

Teacher E ncflurageme rd
o Cor~tinue EducaYion
Much 16% 5]~ 33% $ 58,600.00 372 23Sb 659b 12% $ 15,500.00" 12$
Some f8% 5 4% 29% ~ 48,200.00 296 3396 62% 5% $ 8,1d0.0U 106
None 15% 56% 29°6 $ 47,800.00 19Q 2796 71 % 2% $ 3,9d0.OQ 55

Ch~=2.3 Chr =3. 9

5emple: Males ~ges 1417 an d livi ng at home at t ime of i ~itia l su rvey, NLS -M
Soarce: Chil d Trends , Inc ., Wa shing[a n, ~C



TAB L E 40
AdU LT ACI - lIEVEMENT AMONG MALE YOUT!-I : VARIATl~NS BY S OCIAL C APITAL AND RACE

OCCUPATIONAL S T pT US AT A7 AGE 3 5

SOGIAL CAPITAL _

Types otReading MaCerials
in the ~lome at Age 1 4
0.S
2
3

Parental Encouraqemerrt
to Continue Eduption

Muc h
Some
None

Teacher En¢ouragemerrt
Eo Corrtinue Education

~Vluch
Some
Nana

2Z% 65°r6
20°h 58%
109( 53%

Ch~=76.9'•'

796 50%
15% 58%
29°,6 60°k

ChP=117.5•••

896 51 %
14°k 5796
2z~ s~%

Ch i'=106.7"'

14%
22%
37%

43%
27°,6
11 °~6

41%
29%
17%

38 ~ 155
43t 374
55" 769

59" 484
47" 227
35 167

59"" 47 1
Sp" 432
38 378

OCClJAA7 10NAL STATUS AT AGE 29

58°k 3896 4%
34°,6 55°,6 1196
25°~6 58% 1796

ChP=t8. 6'" "

26% 52°h 22%
55°~ AD~6 6%
52% 48% 0%

ChR=12 3'

37°~(r 49% 19°G
42°G 52% 6°G
50°b 47% 2°b

Ch~ ~ 11 . 9'

M ean

23
31"
A1 . .

b1 • ,
~ 1
2 3

29
25

173
79
81

85
44
45

120
192
11 1

~ WHITE AFRICA~!-AMERlCAN
- ---- _ _- - -

Per~ent Percent
----- _ --- -----

SOGIAL CAPITAL (Low TJledium (High~ _ Mean SEI Unw eighted N {Low) {Medium _ ~Wigh) Mean SEI Unwei hted N

Type s of Read ing Materials
ih the Home ai Age 1 A

0-1 27% 53°,6 20% 33 116 4496 52°h 4°h 23 198
2 28% 5396 20% 36 269 32% 50% 1 B% ~ 34" 92
3 15% 47% 3896 47"" 738 2 9°~ 49% 21 96 3S" 75

Chi~=48.3°' Ch~=9 .2t

Parental Enao uragemerrt
o Continue Edurat io n
Nluch 1596 44% 4096 48" 608 29% 53% 1 896 33" 1A9
Some 1896 5196 30% 42" 2~9 4 0 96 5 7% 3% 24 57
None 34°l0 51 4U 15% 31 12~ 5596 38% 7% 23 34

Ch~=41 .3'"" ChP= 7 _ 3

Teacher Enoourageme r3t
to Co rrtinue Educatio n
Niuch 14% 46% 40% 49•• 473 31 % 49% 20% 34" 143
Some 21% 50% 29°G 42' 378 34% 56°U iQ% 28' 127
Norze 2596 49% 26% 36 238 54% 43% 2% 21 72

C h~=22 .9"' ChP=8 . 9t

Sa mpl e ~ Males ages 1417 and livin g a t h ome attime ot i nilial survey, N LS- M
So urce : Chil d Tren d s, Inc., W ashingto n, DC



7A9 LE 4 1
ADUL .7 ACf-11 EV EM~ NT AMO NG MAL E YOU T H : VARfATIO NS B Y SO CI AL C PLU TA L AN D RAC E

WEE K S UNEINP L O Y ED IN 1981 (AGES 34~9~

_.. ___~___
percent Percent

< Than 5 Weeks 5+ Wee ks Mean Weeks <Than 5 Weeks 5+ Weeks Meah Years

S OCIAL CAPITAL lJnero lo ed ___U nemployed Un em l o ed U n wei hted N Unem lo ed Un e m lo e d Co m lete d Unwei hte d N

Ty pe s of Reading iNateri a l s
in the Home a t Ag e 1 4

~- ~ 8 996 11% 2. 1 146 SB% 12% 2 . 8 1 5 2

2 9 1 % 9% 1 .8 315 8195 9% 2 S 7 0

3 95% 5 % 1.2t 689 82% 18% 4 .3 66

Cf~~ =9.5" Chi =1. 6

Paren t a l En cou ra gemen t
t a Conti nue Ed up t ion

Much 96% 4°~0 0.5"' 438 89% 11°k 3.7 71

Some 9 1 % 99'0 2. 3 2D2 88°/a 12% 3. 9 3 9

None 8 6% 1 4% 3. 2 138 899'0 11 % 3. 1 4 2

Ch ~=25 . 6 "' Ch R=0 .0

Tea ch er Encou ra gemen t
l o Cont inue Edu ca t io n

ENuch 9 59'0 5% 0.8 A30 90% 10 96 2 ,8 101

Some 95% 596 1.0" 381 90°k 10°k i.6f 85

Norte 88% 92~ 2. 7 321 83% 1 7~ 4 .7 105

Ch ~ = 2 6 .5 " "" Ch r~='1 .7

WEE I SS UMEMPLOY ED I N 1 981 (AGES 29~,'2 )

_---'_~____~ __.---__---
AFRCA - M CA

- ~- Pe rce~t P e rce n[ ~ ~
~ ~ ~- Mean Weeks ~ Mean Weeks

SOCIAL CAPITAL < 5 Weeks 5+ Weeks Unemployed Unwei ~hted N ~ 5 We eks 5 + We eks Un z m fo ed Unwei hted N
Total -- -- _

... .. ._ - -- - ---- - - - -- ---

Types af Reading Materia ls
in lhe Home a t Age 1 4
D-1 90% tD°/a 1.8 98 88% 12% 2.8 169
2 8796 13% 2.3 237 7 5°!0 25% S.6' 9 1
3 g1°k g% 1 . 7 589 80% 2D% 5. 6 t 7D

C h ~=3.9 Chr~=2. 5

ParenYa! E ncourag e m enl
So Conl inue Educal ion

Mu ch 91 96 9°fc 16 502 859'0 15°k 3.9 12fi
So me 90% t0°h 2 .0 1 9d 79% 2 1 °Yo fi.6 55
1Jone 67% 'f3% 2.8 B9 8 4% 16% A.0 32

ChR=1.5 Ch ~ =4 .4

Teaeh er Encauragement
t o Co nlinue Eduplion

AAuch 92% 8% 1.5 396 86% 14 % 4.3 127
Some 8846 12~e 2 .4 3Q6 8146 19~b 4.3 11 2
NO qB 89% 1l°!0 7_0 192 7 9% 21% d .8 8Z

Ch~=2.6 ~ ~ =D . 7

Sample: lVla les ages 741 7 arnf liv ing a! home at time oi in ilial su rvey, NLS- M
So urea : Chil d Tr ends, Inc., W ashington, DC



TABLE 4 2
MI D ~LE STEPS AiVU M IS-S TEP S : VARIAYiONlS BY RI SK STATUS A N D R AC E

TI M I NG O F H I G H S CH OOL G RA DLIAT I O N

WHITE ------ - _ AFRICAN-AtV1ERICAN-__
Percent Percent ~

-- -
Delayed Defayed

RfSK STAtUS On Time Graduation Graduatiotl Unwei hted N On Time Graduation Graduation ~ Unweighted N
---- ____ ---_._ -- -

Tota! 71 % 29°,6 1210 56°k 44% 406

Family Structure at Age 1 4
2 Parenis 71 °.6 29°~ 1106 58% 42% ~ 260
~ 2 Parents 68°,6 32°~ 100 51 ° ~6 49°k I 146

Chiz ~ .6 Chiz =0 . 5 ~

Number of Sibling s
0~3 74°~ 26°k, 864 65°,U 35°,6 151

4+ 64°k 36% 331 5j% 49% 250
en~z = i o .o • ~ cn E =z . 1

ParenYs Educatio n
High School + 76°,6 24°~ 87~ 77°,U 23°,6 120
~ High School 57°.6 43°~G 340 4$°~U 52°.6 28fi

Chi x -36 .7'"• Chi2 =7 . 4• `

Occupational SE I
of Household Hea d
at Age 1 4
Not Low 72°,U 28% 952 65° ,6 35°.6 163
Low 68°,( 32°,b 188 48°~ 52°~ 184

Ghi2 -1 .2 Chiz =2 9t

Family Po~erty Ratio
150 + percent 75°~U 25% 894 66°k 34°i6 97
~ ~ 50 Percent 56°k 42°,b 240 52°,b 48°,6 298

Ch i~ =2t .5"' Chi~ =0 . 2

Place of Residenc e
Outside Central City 72°~ 28°~ 923 52°~6 A8°k 224
Ins ide Central City 67°,6 33°~ 287 6d°h d0°,6 182

Chi ~=22 Chi' -0 . 7

S i ngle Parent with
< High Schoo l

Education
No 72°r6 284b i156 60°,6 a0~ 285
Yes 59°k 41°~ 5d 4fi°~6 54°~ 121

Ch i' =3 .6t Chi' =1 .8

Scale of Risk
0 Risk 78% 22°~6 533 73% 27°,G 26
1-3 Risks fi696 34°~ 626 63~ 37°.b 229
4+ Risks 51°,b 49 °~ 41 40% fi0°~ 148

Chi 2 =22 .9"` Chi~ ~ . 1 `

Sample : M ales a g es 1 4 -17 and l ivin g at h ome at time of initiaf survey, NL5- M
Sourc e ~ C hil cf Tre n ds, Inc ., Washington , QC



TAHLE 4 3
MID~LE STEPS AND MIS-ST~PS: VAR l A71Q N 5 ~Y RISK S TATUS AND RA C E

UNSTABL~ EMPLOYMENT BY AGE 26 : NUMBER OF YEARS NOT IN SCHOOL AMD NOT WORKING FOR 26 OR MORE WEEK S

= WHITE -~ ~ AFRICAN-AMERICAN ~ _
Percent ~ ~ Percent ~ ~

RISK STATUS 0 Years 7 Year 2+ Years Unweighted N ❑ Years 1 Year 2+ Years l7nwe i ghted N
Tota l

Family Structure at Age 1 4
2 Parents 7i °,5 21 °.6 8°~ 1373 52°,6 28% 20°~ 422
<2 Parents 87°h 28°,6 5°~ 156 46% 33°,6 21°~ 289

Chi =4.3 Chi2 ~ . 6

Number of Siblir~gs
0-3 72°,6 214fi 7% 1038 539U 26°k 22°~ 238
4+ 68°b 21°~ 11°~ 474 48°~ 32°~ 19°~ 465

Chi 2 =6.9' Chi~ =0 .8

ParenYs Education
FEigh School + 73°~ 20°~6 7°.fi 1001 58°~ 22°,b 21°~ 176
< Hlgh SCh001 6fi°,b 2S°~ 9°,b 533 47°,b 32°,b 21°~6 535

Ch~ =7 .a^ Chiz =1 . 6

Occupational SE 1
of Household Hea d
at Age 1 4
Not Low 71°,6 21°~ 8°~ 1175 52°k 28°~ 20°~ 275
Low 75°,6 18°~ e h 253 49°~ 309b 21 °,G 324

Chi2 =1 .9 Chiz -0 . 1

Family Poverty Ratio
150+Percent 71°~ 21% B°,6 1Q77 58°,6 30°rG 13°,U 146
< '150 Percent 69°,6 22°~b 9°,6 356 48°~6 25°h 23°rb 53A

cn ~= -o.s cn~ =2_,

Place of Reside~ce ~
4uisidE Gentral City 71 °,6 22°,6 7°Ao 1145 46°.6 3D°k 23°~ 384 i
Inside Central City 7D°h 2~°~ 10°~ 389 54°~ 29°.6 17°~ 327

Chi' =3 . 3 Gh iz = 1 . 2

Si~g1e ~ar~! with
< High 5chool

Educatio n
NO 71°~ 27% 8°,6 1d33 5 'f96 28°~ 22°,6 458
Yes 65°,6 32°k 3°~ 101 469b 35°~ 19°~ 253

Chiz =6 .4' Chi= =0 . 8

Scale nf Risk
0 R isk 7596 20°~6 6% 600 7f]°.6 18°,6 1 1 °.6 36
1 -3 R isks 68°l0 22°ib 9% 842 49°.6 28°•6 23°•6 377
4+ Risks 70°,6 19°~ 10°,6 80 49°~ 32°,6 19°~ 29 1

Chi~ =8.it Ch~ =1 .9

5amp le : Mal es age s 14 -17 an d livin g at h o me at time of init ia~ survey, N LS-M
Sour~e : Ch i ld Trends, I nc ., Waehington, DC



TABLE 4 4
MID[~LE STEPS AND MiSSTEPS : VARIATIONS 8Y RISK STATUS AND RAC E

EARLY MARRI A GE: WHET HER MARRi ED B EF O RE AGE 2 0

WHITE ~ A RICAN-A MERICAN
Percent Percent

pid Not Marry Did Not Marry
RISK STATLJS Early Married Earl Unweighted N ~arl~ Ma1 ' ried Early UnweighYed N ,
Tota! 90% 10°~ 1358 30°,b l D°.6 599 f

I
FamiYy 5tructure at f~qe 1 4
2 Parents 99°.6 1096 i254 88°~ 12°b 362
~ 2 Parents 97°,6 13°,6 131 33% 7°~ 237

Ch i2 =1 A Gh i~ =1 .Q

Number of Siblings
0-3 93°~ 7°~ 946 93°,6 7°.6 2~~
4+ 85% 15°,6 427 88°k 1 2°,6 392

Chi~ = 16 .4"` Chi2 =0 ,8

ParenCs Educatio n
High School + 93°~ ~°,6 919 92°~ 836 14 1
< Hlgh 5Ch001 8S°,6 15% 469 90°.$ 10°~i 458

Ch i2 =20 .1 "' Ch i2 -0 . 1

Occupational SE I
of Household Heat!
at Age 1 4
Not Low 91 °~ 9°,6 1070 ~ 87°,6 13°~ 217
Low BS°k 12°k 22 7 9~°•6 9°.6 268

Chi 2 =1 .0 Ch i= =0 .5

Family Poverty Rati o
150 + Percent 91 °~ 9°,6 984 93°~ 7°.6 119
< 150 Percent 8896 12°,U 320 90°•6 10°~ 457

Ch iz -2A ~h~ =4 . 3

Place a# Residenc e
Outs ide Central City 89°~ 11 °~6 1041 8996 ~ 1°,6 336
1n5ide Central Ci#y 93°,6 79G 347 91 °,6 9°~6 263

Chl -3.0 Gh i= =0 .2

5ingle Parent w it h
a High 5chool

Education
YCS 90°.6 1D°,U 1307 89°~6 11% 389
No 85°k 15°,6 81 93°~6 7°k 21Q

,`Chi =1 .7 Chl= ~0 .6

Scale ot Risk
0 RiSk 95°k 5°~ 553 96°,6 4°~ 26
1 -3 RiSkS 86°,b 14°,6 755 89°.6 11°,6 315
4+ Risks 33°~i 7°r6 69 90% 1a°.6 252

Chi z =22 .3'"" CItP =0.4

S a m ple : Ma les ag es 1 4-17 and l iving a t home a# t im e o f initial survey, N L 5- M
Source : Child 7rends, I n c ., Was h i n glon, DC



TABLE 4 5
MIDDLE S TEPS ANa MI SSTEP S : VARiATIONS BY RI S K 5 TATUS AND RACE

SERVEf] IN AR M ED F OR CES BY AGE 2 6

WHIT~ AFRICAN-AM~RICAN
Percent ~~ ~ Percent

R IS K S TATUS Qid Not Serve Served Unwei hted N Did Not Serve Served Ur~wei htec! N

Total ~ ~

Family Structure at Age 1 4
2 Parents 66% 34°,6 1373 fi5R6 3596 422
~ 2 Parents 6D°b 40°,6 156 6896 32% 289

Chi= =1.5 Chi2 =0. 2

Number of Sib3ing5
0-3 68% 32% 1036 65°l0 35°10 ?38
4+ 60% 40°~ d74 67% 3396 465

Chi2 =61.1' Chiz =Q-0

Parent s Education ~
H igh 5chool + 6796 33;6 i 001 63% 37% 176
< High 5chool 63% 37°,6 533 67% 33% 535

Chix =t.9 Ghi2 =Q. 2

Occupational SE I
of Household Head
aY Age 1 4
IVot Low 65% 35% 1175 67% 3396 27S
Low 6796 33% 253 66% 3496 324

Chi= =0.1 Chi~ =0. 0

Family Poverty Rati o
15Q + percent 65% 3596 1077 63% 3796 146

~ 150 Percent 66;6 34°,~ 356 66% 3A°fo 534
Chi' ~.2 Chi~ -02

Place of Residenc e
Outside Central City 6696 34°6 ~ 145 64% 36°.6 384

Inside Central City 5396 37% 389 68% 32% 327
Chi' =0.$ Chiz =D. 3

Single Par~t with
~ High Schoa l

Education
No 6696 34% 1-033 64% 3fi°k R58
Yes 61 % 39% 101 71 °6 2996 253

C h I ' =9 .6 C h I 2 = O -S ~,

Scale of Ris k
0 Risk 69°A~ 31 % 600 79% 2196 36

1-3 Risks 62°,b 38% 842 64% 3696 377
4+ Risks 69°b 3~ % 80 69% 31 % 291

Chi' ~.fi" Gni' =1.0

Sample: Males ages S <1-7T ar~d living at ho me at t ime of i n itial survey , NL5- M
Source : Chikl Trends , I nc ., Washington , DC



TA BLE 46
MID DLE ST EPS AND M! S-ST EPS : VRRI ATION S BY RI S K 57ATUS ANp RAC E

EV ER R~C EIV ED OGCUPA7i 4NAL T R AI NIN G BY AG E 2 6

' WHITE A FR IC AN - AME IC AN ~
Percent Percerrt

Oid No4 Receive Did Nat I~eceiv e
R ISK STA7US Re cei ~ed Trainin Trainin U n w e ig Med N Receive d T ra ining T rai n in Unwe i gh ted N
Total 38"r6 6296 1 449 45°k 55% 69 6

Fami ly Structure at Age 1 A
2 Parents 37% 63°~6 1299 48°,U 52% 37 1
~ 2 Parents 4096 60°,6 145 39°,6 61°~ 2 4 5

Ch~ =0.2 Ch~ =1_4

N um~er of Si b ling5
as sa~~ s2~~ ssa a2~~ sa~~ zo2
q+ 37°~fi 63°~fo 447 47% 53°~fi 407

ChF =0.1 Chi =0,3

ParenYs Educatio n
Mlg hSchpo! + 36°,6 6A96 949 42°6 58% 144
< High Schoo l 40°r6 6Q°6 500 48% 54% 472

Ch~ =1.6 Ch~ =0. 2

Occu pational SE I
o F Household Hea d
atAge 1 A
Nat Law 3796 63°.6 1 117 37°,6 63°.b 235 .
Low -02°r6 58°k 237 48% S2°~ 288~

Ch~ =i.3 Chi~ -1. 6

Family Pove rty Ratio
150 + Percent 38°~ 62°,6 1013 34"/0 6fi°~ 126
< 1 50 Pe~ce nt 37°.6 63°~ 340 48% 52°,6 4 67

Ch~ -0. 1 ChP =2 5

~~c e oi R esidence
Qutsi de Central City 37~i6 63°h 1065 48°G 51°~ 3A0

I nsids Central City 38°k 62% 364 39% 61°~6 276
ChP =0.1 C h ~ =1 7

Sin g le Pa r ent wit h
~ Hig h Sc hoo f

Ed u catio n
No 37°~6 639b 1356 48°,6 52% 398
Yes 40% 60°,6 93 38°,6 62°l0 2T B

C h ~' x 0.2 C h ~ =1 . 5

Scale of Risk
0 Ris k 38°~6 62°b 567 23°,6 77~ 30
1 -3 R isks 37°6 63°b 795 47°k 5396 319
q + Risks 4096 60°~ 76 44°,U 56~, 262

Ch~ =0.3 Chr~ =1. 7

Sam p le: Males ages 141 7 and Eivi ng at h ome at time of init ial survey, NLS- M
5ourae; Child Trends, Inc ., SNashington, DG



TABLE 47
MIDOLE STEPS AND MIS STEPS : TH EI R RELATIqN TD ADULT ACHIEVEM lENT , BY RA CE

HO !lR LY WAGE AT A GE 2 9

_ _. _ -- --_.- ::.----
WHITE - _ -_ _ AFR]CAN -AMERICAN

~ ~ Per~ent Percent
MIDDLE STEPS AND ~~ Mean Haurly Mean liourty
MIS-STEPS Low Medium) ._ High Earnings Unweighked N _ (Low Medium) Hi h Earnings Unwe i hted N

Timing of High School '
Gradu ation
On time 16°~ 51% 33 °.6 $13 .60 536 26°~ 53°~ 20°,6 $112Q 110
Late 22°,6 55°~ 23 °,6 $~ 2 .dDt 225 46°,b 46°,b 15°~ $10 .30 111

Chi z= 7 .6' Chi'-3 .9

Years oF Unstabl e
Employrrtent by Age 2 6

q Years 17°~6 52°~ 31°~ $13 .d0 653 39°,6 51°.b 18°~ $10 .8~ 176
1 Year 2~°,6 50°,6 30°~ $13 .40 169 34°,6 52°,6 14°,6 $10 .60 91

2+Y ears 36°~ 56°~ ' 8°~ $ 9.90"* 61 64°,6 32°k 4°~ $ 8A0 55
Ch i2=19 .4*" Chi ~=8 .8t

Early Marriage
No '!9°,b 53°~ 28°~ $12 .90 785 38°,6 48°,b 14 96 $1020 289
Yes 2D°~ 48°,6 32 °,G $1d .0~ 91 35°,6 35°,6 199 6 $11 .00 33

Chi Z=O _7 Chfz =0 .3

Served in Armed Forces
by Age 2 6

No 1 6°,b 52% 30°~f+ $13 .1~ 572 36°6 47 °,6 17% $10 .50 215

Yes 2D °,6 5 2 °rb 27°~ $12 .90 311 40°h 40 °b 10°~ $ 9 .9D 107

Chi2 =0 .9 Chiz =1 .2

Received Occupat i onal
Tra ining by Age 26 ~
NO 25°,b 53°~ 22 °~ $ 12 .D0 316 40°,G 46°,6 13°~ $7 D .10 141
Yes 15% 5246 33% $13 .6p'• 5fi3 36°~ir 36% ifi°k $10 .50 173

Ch'=2D .7"• Chix~ .3

5ample: Males ages 1 4- 1 7 and l iving at home at time vf initial survey, ~l LS- M
Sou rce : Chifd Trends, Inc ., Washington, ~C



ras~E a s
MID DLE S TEPS AN Q MIS-STEPS: THEIR REL ATIO N T O ADU LT AC H iEVENlENT, BY R AC E

Y EARL Y EAR N I N GS AT AG E 29

~ ~~ - WHITE ~ ~ V ~ AFRICAN-AMERIGAN
Percent ~ Pe~cen t

MIDDLE STEPS AIVD Mean Yearly Mean Yea~ly
MIS~TEPS Low (Medium (High Earn i ngs__ Unweighted N (Low Medium) High) ___ Earnin Unwei hted iV

Trmi~g of ~iigh 3choa !
Graduaii on
On time i9°~ 45°,6 3596 $26 , 100 .00 7Qi 29°,6 56°,6 13°~ $19,0~.00 132

Late 22°,6 85°,6 23°b $22 ,400 _OOR" 279 33°r6 33°,6 11°,6 $17, 60D.00 123

Ch i~=9 2 .8" Ch i2= 0 . 2

Years of Unsfable
Employment by Age 26

0 Years 17°~ 50°b 33°~ $ 25 ,Sa0 .00 ~ 831 25°~ 63% 12°,6 $ 'i9,200.00 199

1 Year 29°,6 45°~ 26°,6 $21 ,800 . 00"' j 23l 35°~ 56°,6 4°,6 $ 17,7D4 .00 104

2+ Years 39% 49% 12°~ $16 ,600.00"' 81 65% 31 °k 4°~ $1D,2D0 . 00 .~. 71

Chi = =49 .1•" Ch i2 =15 .0••

~arly Marci age
No 21°~ 49°r6 30°,6 $24 , 100 .00 1025 379b 5d°,6 9°~ $1fi,50Q .D0 339

Yes 20°k 44°,b 35°r G $26 , 100 .00 171 23°~ 23°,6 17% ~22,100 .OD" 35
Chi~=1 .6 Chi z =2 .0

Served in Armed Forces
by Age 2 6
~!0 20°,6 48% 32% $24 ,SDO .DO 754 31°i6 59% 996 ~ $17,500.00 252
Yes 2395 49°~ 28°~ $23,700A0 3$9 43°~ 43°,6 11 % $16,300 .00 122

Chi==2 .2 Ch i 2 =2 _5

ReCeived Occupationa l
Training by Age 2 6
NO 25°~fi 54°k 21 °/a $1$ ,600 .00 427 35°~6 59°.b 6°~b $15,900 .fl0 162

Yes 19% 45°,f~ 3$°/v $21,600 .00"' 709 36°,b 36°,6 13°,6 $1 i,900 .00 204

CMi 2= 25.9"• Chi z=2 .2

Sample : Males ages '14-17 and living at home at time oi initial survey , NLS-M
5ource : Child Trends , Inc ., Washington , DC



TABLE 49
MIDDLE STEPS AND MI5 ~5 TEPS : THEIR RELATION TO ADULT ACHIEVEMENT , 6Y RAC E

TOT A L NE T F ANIILY I N COME A T AGE 2 9

WHITE AFRICAN-AMER C
Percent Percent

MIDDLE STEPS AN D
MISSTEPS (Low) (Medium (High) Mean Income Unwei hted N (Low (Medium} Hi h~ Mean Income lJnwei hted N

Tim ing of High 5 choo l
Graduation
~n time 16°b 51 % 32% $38,60D .~0 599 2596 50°rG 26% $30 , 6Dp .00 112
Late 19°~ S7°,U 24°,6 $34 , 300 .00" 23 8 35°h 35°~ 15°~6 $27,SD0 .00 122

Ch i'=5 .7t Ch i2 -2 . 1

Years of l7nstable
E mployment by Age 26
0 Years 1fi°,G 529b 32°~ $37,9DO .OD 719 2995 51% 2D°h $29 , 500 .D0 182
1 Year 19°6 S6% 25°~ $34 , 500 .00' 197 39°rG 49°,6 18% $26,SD0 .00 92
2+ Years 55% 37°,b 9°~ $22 , 900 .00"' 65 45°~ 45°~ 9% $22,200 .00 62

Chi'=59 .5"' Ch i2=32

Early Marriage
No 19°.G 52°~ 29°,6 $36 , 400 .00 677 35°~ 5Q96 1B°,6 $26 , 700 .D0 306
Yes 19°.6 54°h 27°~ $35 , 100 .00 98 34°~ 34°,5 37°~ $34.9DO .D0" 30

Ch i2=0 .3 Ghi~=3 .9

Served in Armed Force s
by Age 26
No 2 1°h 49°~ 30°,L $36 , 600 .OD 646 39°.6 42°,G 19°~ $27 , 500 .00 2l9
Yes 16a~6 570~ 27% $35 , 80D .00 335 28°/6 28°~6 15°rb $2 7 ,2 00 .OQ 117

Ch~ =5 .3t Ch i2=2 _ 5

Received Occupationa l
7raining by Age 26
No 22°b 54 °,6 24°,G $33 , 900 .00 370 39°,6 45°,6 15°,6 $~6 , 200 ,00 142
Yes 17°,6 50°A, 32°h $37 , 700 .OQ" 604 32 °~ 32°~ 19°,6 $28 , OOd ,Op 186

Chr =8 .8` Chi'=0 .8

SampJ e: Males ag es 14- 1 7 and liwing at home at time of in itia l survey, N L5- M
5ource: Ch ild Tre n ds, Inc ., W as h i ngton, DG



TABLE 54
Mf UDLE 5TEA5 AMD MI5 - STEPS: THE f R RELAT ION TO ApULT A C HIEVEMENT, BY RAC E

N6T FAMILY ASSETS IN 998 1

WHITE AFRICAN-A MERICA N
Percent Percent
- -- - -

M10DLE 5TEP5 AN D
MISSTEPS ow) (Medium (Hi h Mean Assets Unweighted N (Low) T~ (Medium) , Hi h Mean Assets linwei hted N

iming of H i gh Schoo l
Gra dua t io n

On time 1 4°.6 5Q°~ 36°,6 ~55 , 700 .00 551 27°k 65°!0 8°;5 51 fi,000 .00 10d
Late 18°,G 59°.6 23°,G $ 46 , 000 _00 209 25°~6 25°b 9°b ~ 9 ,200 .00 109

Chi'=11 .4" Chi'~ . 1

Years of Unstable
Employment by Age 2 6

0 Years 3A°,6 51°,6 3+3% $ 57 , 7L1D .00 852 3D°~6 60°~, 10°~6 $14 , 900 .0~ 1G&
1 Year 19°~ 5fi °~ 259G $43 ,300 .flD 174 24 °,6 71°,b 5°,G $ 8 ,3D0 .00 84

2+ Years 34°~ 63°,G 2°,6 $ 7 , 900 .00" 62 2496 75°h i°,6 $ 800 .OQ" 61
Ch i2 =36 .9"' Ch lZ=3 . 4

Early Marriage
No 15°/U 54% 3~°,f~ $51 , 100 .00 801 27% 67°,b 7°,6 $1Q , 200 .~D 28fi
Yes 27°~ A4°.6 3D°,6 $52, 400 .00 82 33 °,6 33°,b 9°~ $ 8,3CSD .00 25

Ch~ = 7 .0' C h i' =0 .3

Served in Armed Forces
by Age 2 6
No 17°~ 51 °,6 32°,6 $5p ,2 00 D0 590 25 °.b 67°~ 8°~ $12 , 700 .OD 208
Yes 15°~ 57°,6 27% $54 ,000 .00 298 32°,6 32°,fi 4°~ $& ,200 .~0 103

Chiz-31 Chi= =l .4

Received Occupationa l
Training by Age 2 6
No 21°~6 53°~ 2646 $d5 , 400 .D0 33+1 27% 67% 6°,6 $ 8,7QO .QD 129
Yes 14°6+ 53% 33°~6 $55 ,600 .00 548 28°~fi 2A°~G 7°~fi $11 , OD0 .00 172

Chi~=9 .3•• Chi' =0 . 1

Sa mpie : hA aies ages 14 -1 7 a nd Eiving at home at time of init ial su nrey, NL5-M
Souroe : Ch ild Trends, I nc ., W ashi~gton, ~C



TABLE 5 1
MI~DL E S7EP5 AND MIS - 5TEPS : THEIR RELATION TO A I7ULT ACHIEV EMENT, 6Y RAC E

OCCUPAT IQNaI S TATUS A T AGE 28 ( D U I~CAN S EI )

~ WHITE ~ .4FRICAN-AM~RfCAN
~ Percent Percent

MIDDLE STEPS ANg - ~- - -_ ~ __ . _

MISSTEPS Low Medium} iiigh Mean SEi Unwei hted N _ (Low (Medium) Nigh) Mean SEI Unweighted N

Timing of High 3chool
Graduatlo n
On lime 14°~ 46°,6 40°A, A9 691. 31°,6 50°~ 'E9°h 34 131

L2te 2g% 59 0,6 22°.h 36"~ 278 31 °.6 31 °r6 B°~fi 30 119

Chi' =98.9'"" Chi2 =2 . 7

Years of Unstabl e
Employmertt by Age 26
0 Years 17°~ 46°~G 37°k 46 823 33°h 52°,6 15°~ 32 193

1 Year 24°,6 5~4°~ 22°.6 37"' 226 36°,6 54°.6 1~°,6 2fi' 104

2+Years 31% 57°,U 13°,6 31•" 77 50°.6 43°.6 7°,6 27t 70

Chi2 =33 .8"•' Ch i2=3 , 2

Eady Marriag e
NO 18°~(+ 47°,6 3d°~(r 45 1009 37% 52°i6 11°k 29 332
Yes 28% 57°,b 15R6 32"` 1i0 42°,6 4296 S7°/o 31 35

Ch~=19.2"" Chiz=D . B

Served in Armed Forces
by Age 26
No 19°r6 45% 3&°~ 45 743 39°A, 47°~ 1546 29 246
YE'S 13°~6 5S°~6 16% 4~"" 383 35°,6 35% 7°~6 28 119

Chi= 11 .9"' Chi2= 3 . 0

Received t7ccupatianal
7raining by Age 2 6
t~o 25°~ 46°r6 30% 41 d21 48°b 44°,b 8°~ 24 1~8

Yes 96°.6 50°,G 34°,6 -05` 699 28°.6 28°,6 15°6 33•'" 202

Chi2=13 .6"F Ch~=6 . 5'

Sample : Males ages 14-17 and li~ing at home at time of i n i tia l survey, NLS - M
Souroe: Child Trends, Inc . , Wasttington , DC



TABLE 5 2

M I DDLE STEPS ANd MIS -S T EPS : THEIR FtELATION 70 ADULT ACHIEVEMEN7 , BY RAC E

NUMBER OF WEEKS UNEMPLOYE~ A7 AGE 2 9

Percent ~ ~ ~ Pe rcenf

MIDDLE S T EP 5ANa Mean Weeks Me an Wee k s

MI S~TEPS ~ 5 Wee k s 5 + Weeks Unem lo ed U nweighte d N ~ 5 Weeks 5 + W eek s Unem 1o ed Unwe ighte d N

Tim in g oi H igh Schooi

Graduation

On time 92°G 8°.6 1.7 564 65~ 159b 5.2 10 8

Late 90°~ 10% 1.8 239 80~ 20°~ 3.5 1 1 ~

Chi'=0_8 Chiz=0 .3

Years of Ur~sta ble

Em playm ent by Age 2 6

0 Years 93°,6 7°,6 1.3 683 85°~6 15°~ 3.6 1 76

1 Year $4°~6 16°~ 3.0" 184 84°~ 16°r6 4 .3 ~

z+Years 74% 26°ib 5.3"` 60 73°.6 27°~6 7.8' 62

Ch ix=3 1.1,•, Chi~=1 .9

Early Marriag e
No 9Q°k 10% 1.9 833 82% 18°,b 4 6 292

Yes 89°~ 11 °~ 1.5 88 &4°,6 16°,6 3.9 29

Chiz=4.2 Chi==0.0

Se rved in Armed Force s

by Ag e 26

No 9 1°~6 9% 1.8 622 8 1 °,b 19°~6 4.6 219

Yes 89°/u 11% 2.0 305 B4% i6°i6 4.4 102

Ghi'=0.5 Ch i'~ . 1

Rece ived Qccupa tional

Train ing by Age 2 6

No 89~ 11 °,6 1.9 348 82°k 3 B% 4 .3 i35

Yes 91 °,6 9°,6 I ~.$ 573 82% 16°,6 A.9 1 7 6

Ch i~=1 . d Ch i -0 .0

5ampl e: M al es ages 14-17 a n d tivi ng at ho me at t im e o( iniliak survey, NLS-I+A
Sauroe : Gh i l d Trends, Inc ., W ash i~gton, DC



T A 6L E 52

MID~ L E ST E P S AND M IS~TEPS: T HEI R RELA TIO N T O ADll LT A C H I E VEMEN T, BY ftAC E

NUMB E R OF W~ EK S UNEM PLO YE O A T AG E 2 9

Pe rce nt Pe rcent

iNIDDLE STEPS AND Mean Weeks Mean Week s
MiSSTEPS < 5 Weeks _ 5+ Weeks__ _ Unemplo ed Unweighted N < 5 Weeks 5+ Weeks_ __ Unem lo ed Unweighfed N

Timing of High 5choo l

Graduation

On time 92°~U 8°~, 1 .7 564 85% 1546 52 108

Late 90°,6 10°~ 1 .8 ~39 80°~ ZD°,6 3 .5 112

Ch i'=0 .8 Ctti2=0 .3

Years of Unstabl e

Employment by Age 2fi

0 Years 93°~ 7% 1 .3 683 85% 15°~ 3 .6 176

1 Year 84°~ 1696 3 .0 *' 184 84 4b 16°~ 4 .3 83

2+ Years 74°~ 26% 5 .3"' 60 73 96 27% 7 .8" 62

C hi== 3 1 .1 '•` Chi~= 1 .9

~arly Marriage

No 90°,6 10% 1 .9 833 82°,b 18°,& 4 .& 292

Yes 89°k 11°,b l .5 88 84°,6 16°.6 3 .9 29

Ch Iz -0 .2 C h i'=0 .0

Served in Armed Forces

by Age 2 6
No 91 °~ 9°.b 9 .8 622 81 °~ 13°~ 4 .6 219

Yes 89°.6 11 °~ 2 .D 305 849b 16°,6 4 .4 102

Chi2 =0 .5 Ch i2~ .1

Received Occupetia~al

7'raining by Age 2 6
No 89°k 'E 1°,6 1 _3 348 82% 18°,6 d .3 135

Yes 91 °,6 9°h, ' 1 .$ 573 82% 1 B°,6 4 .9 176

Chi =1 . 4 I Ch i ~ = 0 .0

5ample: Males ages 14-17 and living at home at time oF initial suroey, NL5-M
Source : Child Trends, Inc ., Washington, DG


